
English 1010: Introduction to College Writing
Section 07|13|21/07V|13V|21V CRN 20497|20500|20505/22140|22144|23948

Spring 2010

Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Wesley D. Pack Office Location: MCDON 115
Email: wpack@dixie.edu Office Phone: 879-4246
Class Location: MCDON 207 Office Hours: MWF 8–8:50; 12–12:50
Class Time: MWF 9:00–9:50|10:00–10:50|11:00–11:50 (or by appointment)

Course description
This course is required of all students and satisfies one of the composition requirements for 
AA/AS/AAS degrees. It also meets a general education requirement. The objective of this 
course is to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. This 
course provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library 
research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare 
students to write college level papers. Those who pass the course earn three (3) credits.

What you will need for the course

• Textbook: Axelrod, Rise B., and Charles R. Cooper, eds. The St. Martin’s Guide to  
Writing. 8th ed. Boston: St. Martin’s, 2008.

• Computer access: A frequently checked dmail account; an official Dixie College 
computer username and password. 

• Prerequisites: English placement score of 19 (ACT writing score or equivalent) or a 
grade of C or better in ENGL 0990 (and 0991 if taken); and reading placement score 
of 17 (ACT reading score or equivalent) or a grade of C or better in ENGL 1470.

• Corequisite: LIB 1010 (unless you've already passed it).

• Desire: You never accomplish anything in life without first wanting it.

Writing is a skill
This course isn't like most of the courses you'll take in college. It isn't about learning facts 
or understanding concepts. In this course, you'll be acquiring and honing a skill. In that 
sense, it's like sports, vocational education, or the arts.

Improving a skill works best when you use three strategies together: 

1. Studying the fundamentals of the skill.

2. Watching and evaluating other people's performance of the skill.

3. Practicing the skill.

In this class, we'll do all three.
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What exactly we'll be doing
First, to study the fundamentals of good academic writing, you'll read the textbook and 
attend class discussions. We'll talk about how to approach your study of the fundamentals 
so that you can improve your ability regardless of your current skill level. You will also take 
daily quizzes on the fundamentals of good writing.

Second, you'll critically read the writing of others. You will read and critique drafts of your 
classmates' papers. You will also read papers written by people outside the class, both for 
your daily readings and in class activities. You will be asked to evaluate writing that you're 
exposed to in daily quizzes and in class discussion.

Third, you'll practice good writing. You'll do this in a variety of ways throughout the 
semester. You will sometimes practice the fundamentals of good writing in daily quizzes. You 
will also write four several-page essays, proceeding carefully through the planning, 
drafting, and revising stages of each one so you can focus on applying the fundamentals to 
your own writing. You will also write two in-class essays in a midterm and a final exam, 
demonstrating your improved skills in a shortened time frame.

How I will determine your grade
Your grade in this course will be based on your performance on the following assignments:

Daily Quizzes (40 of them) 400 pts.
Essay 1: Descriptive Essay 100 pts.
Essay 2: Position Paper 200 pts.
Midterm 200 pts.
Essay 3: Research Paper 400 pts.
Essay 4: Rhetorical Analysis 400 pts.
Final                                           300 pts.  
Total 2000 pts.

Your total points in the class will be assigned letter grades as follows:

A 1867–2000 pts.
A- 1800–1866 pts.
B+ 1734–1799 pts.
B 1667–1733 pts.
B- 1600–1666 pts.
C+ 1534–1599 pts.
C 1467–1533 pts.
C- 1400–1466 pts.
D+ 1334–1399 pts.
D 1267–1333 pts.
D- 1200–1266 pts.
F 0–1199 pts.

Page 2 of 12



ENGL 1010: Introduction to College Writing Mr. Wesley D. Pack
MWF 9:00–9:50| 10:00–10:50| 11:00–11:50 Spring 2010

Turning work in late
All assignments will be due on the dates listed in the syllabus. If you know you won't be 
able to turn in the assignment on the date it is due, plan to turn it in early.

Any assignment (other than a quiz) turned in after its due date but before class is next held 
will lose 10% of the total possible points for that assignment. After that, late assignments 
will lose an additional 10% of the total possible points for each time that class was held 
between the time the assignment was due and the time it is turned in. 

In other words, a perfectly written 100-point assignment due on Monday will earn 90 points 
if it's turned in late but before class starts on Wednesday, 80 points if it's turned in 
between the start of class Wednesday and the start of class Friday, 70 points if it's turned 
in between the start of class Friday and the start of class the next Monday, and so forth.

No matter how late an assignment is, however, I will gladly read it and give you feedback. 
So even if you can't get any points at all for it, you might benefit from turning in a very late 
paper anyway.

Attending class and making up for the one time you didn't
Because this a skill course rather than a knowledge course, attending class helps your 
success in the course directly, just as much as showing up at baseball practice helps a 
second baseman or showing up at rehearsal helps a ballet dancer.

As a result, there's no need for me to award arbitrary points for attendance to get you to 
show up. We'll be practicing the skills you need for success as a writer with quizzes and 
other activities every day. If you miss practice, your performance (and your grade) will slip 
away from you without any help from me.

As a general rule, I don't let students make up missed quizzes, but there are 42 of them 
and I'll only hold you accountable for your 40 best. So if you miss a couple altogether, your 
grade will hardly notice it. Keep in mind, though, that simply coming late to class could 
make you miss the daily quiz.

Making up larger assignments is rarely necessary. On the few occasions that minor 
emergencies prevent people from turning in work early or sending it on time with a 
classmate, most students prefer to turn in their work a little late and take the minor point 
deduction. 

Making up such work only becomes worthwhile in two circumstances. One is when a 
student is away on a college-sanctioned absence, in which case he or she should follow the 
policy found in §5-23 of the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual. The other is in the event 
of a major, prolonged emergency, in which case he or she should talk with me or (if 
applicable) the Disability Resource Center about needed accommodations.
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Academic honesty and discipline
The following is from the DSC Policies & Procedures Manual 
(http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html):

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE
 34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State 

College, including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting 
other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at 
Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by:
 34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred,
 34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course,
 34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or
 34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, 

place on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student.
 34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 

classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers 
(or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual 
class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the 
teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their 
course.

 34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may 
appeal those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 
5-35)

Plagiarism is a word that many beginning college students aren't familiar with. Plagiarism 
happens when someone uses another person's ideas without giving that person credit or 
when someone uses another person's words without citing him or her.

Avoiding plagiarism is fairly easy.

Do this when you paraphrase another person's ideas: Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).  

Do this when you use another person's actual words: Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167). 

If you're ever unsure about whether you might be plagiarizing in a paper, please ask me 
about it before you turn in your final draft: I'd be happy to help you maintain and cultivate 
academic honesty. If you wait until after I point it out to you while grading your final draft, 
my happiness about the situation will decline noticeably.

Check your dmail
You are required to check your dmail account frequently. Important class and college 
information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial 
aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and 
deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If you 
don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from 
the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and 
click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner).
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How to annoy your instructor in the classroom
I'm a big believer in individual liberty, so there are a lot of things you could do in class that 
wouldn't bother me even though they usually bother other college instructors. These 
include eating, reading material unrelated to the course, texting (but not during tests), 
listening to iPods (as long as no one but you can hear the music), or playing video games on 
your laptop. If you feel like paying hundreds of dollars in tuition just for the privilege of 
wasting your time in my class, go ahead. 

However, it really annoys me when students do things in class that force their classmates 
to waste time for which they're paying hundreds of dollars. These include — but are not 
limited to — talking out of turn, making an unreasonable amount of noise (especially 
common when coming in late), not preparing adequately for workshops, making verbal 
attacks against classmates, taking up class time to complain about an injured ego, packing 
up to go while instruction is still going on, or committing common-law felonies in the 
classroom. Also, I ought to tell you that people who lie, cheat, steal, or abuse weaker 
creatures really make me angry.

Accommodating those with disabilities
If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting 
reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official 
request of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within 
the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center on the 
main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance in the documentation process 
to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability.

You may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973.

Our office is located right next to the Testing Center on the bottom floor of the Financial Aid 
and Career Center building.

A few helpful resources
Library: http://library.dixie.edu
Computer Lab: http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php
Writing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
Testing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/testing
Tutoring Center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/

What to do if you don't want to be in this class anymore
If you decide to quit this (or any) class, it is your responsibility to drop the class from your 
schedule officially, and you'll need to do it before the drop deadline.
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General minimum writing requirements
Students in this course will:

• Write a minimum of four essays:

◦ Two essays must be approximately five pages in length (1250 words).

◦ One essay must be at least a five-page research essay that incorporates a 
sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s 
article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s 
catalog).

◦ Write at least one graded, in-class essay.

◦ Write no more than one narrative essay.

◦ Engage in opportunities to draft and revise; receive instructor feedback on early 
drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).

◦ Write a total of at least eighteen pages (4500 words) over the course of the 
semester.

Course objectives
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis.
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure.
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience.
4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea.
5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases.
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning. 
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic.

WRITING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:

1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose.
2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including 

planning, brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading. 
3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that 

will control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material.
4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, 

topic sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and 
synonyms.

5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs 
and the paper as a whole.  

6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic 
sentences, repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions.

7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, 
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suggest a plan of development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone.
8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing.
9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty 

modifiers,  and problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.  
10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard 

written English.  
11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.  

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their 
papers.  

2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing.
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.  
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation:

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases.
b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses.
c. Use of long quotations.
d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations. 
e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources.

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as 
the library catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s 
catalog.  

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical 
documentation, and  bibliographic form.  

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational 
strategy) as steps in writing a research paper.

A bit about your instructor
I earned a BA in English with minors in Spanish and Mathematics from Brigham Young 
University in 2003. I later earned two MA degrees from the same school: the first in 
Spanish in 2006, with emphasis on medieval literature; the second in Linguistics in 2009, 
with emphasis on the history of the English language. This is my first semester associated 
with Dixie State College, even though I loved watching Rebel football as a child. I am 
currently finishing a novel set in colonial-era California.
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Course Schedule
Week 1 Introduction: what is good writing?

M Jan 11 Course introduction. Discuss learning the skill of writing.
Quiz 1
First day of classes for Spring Semester 2010.

W Jan 13 The nature of good writing. Explain Essay 1.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 1 (1–14); Ch. 3 (100–19)
Quiz 2
Last day to add class without instructor's signature.

F Jan 15 Effective written communication. Considering audience.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 3 (73–98); Ch. 13 (610–24)
Quiz 3

Week 2 Communicating effectively through writing

M Jan 18 Holiday — no class will be held.
Last day to drop class without paying $10 fee.

W Jan 20 Workshop on Essay 1. Bring 2 copies of the best draft you can write.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 15 (639–49); Handbook (H-5–H-27)
Quiz 4

F Jan 22 The basics of written communication.
Reading to be done before class: Handbook (H-27–H-46; H-115–H-131)
Quiz 5

Week 3 Revision

M Jan 25 Rough draft of Essay 1 due at the start of class. Revision.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 3 (119–33); Handbook (H-47–H-56)
Quiz 6
Last day to avoid $50 late registration/payment fee.

W Jan 27 Revision
Reading to be done before class: Your paper, out loud
Quiz 7

F Jan 29 Final draft of Essay 1 due at the start of class. Explain Essay 2.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 6 (272-312); Ch. 19 (670–85)
Quiz 8

Week 4 Organizing your thoughts

M Feb 1 Explaining an idea
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 4 (134–65)
Quiz 9
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T Feb 2 Last day to drop class without receiving a W.
Pell Grant Census.
Last day for refund of tuition and fees.

W Feb 3 Workshop on Essay 2. Bring 2 copies of the best draft you can write.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 5 (192–219); Chs. 17 & 18 (658–69)
Quiz 10
Starting today, the college may drop your courses if you haven't paid tuition and 
fees in full or made other payment arrangements.

F Feb 5 Crafting a cogent argument.
Reading to be done before class: your paper, out loud
Quiz 11
Last day to add classes.

Week 5 Revision review

M Feb 8 Rough draft of Essay 2 due at the start of class. Revision
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 6 (312–24); Ch. 16 (650–57)
Quiz 12

W Feb 10 Revision
Reading to be done before class: Handbook (H-47–H-56); your paper, out loud
Quiz 13

F Feb 12 Final draft of Essay 2 due at the start of class. Discuss in-class writing.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 23 (782–800)
Quiz 14

Week 6 Writing well extemporaneously

M Feb 15 Holiday — no class will be held.

W Feb 17 Continue discussing in-class writing. Review for midterm. Introduce Essay 3.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 11 (570–83)
Quiz 15

F Feb 19 Midterm Exam in class
Reading to be done before class: everything you feel unsure about
Quiz 16

Week 7 A proper research topic

M Feb 22 Explain Essay 3.
Reading to be done before class: Invention and Research section from the 
appropriate chapter in Part One; Ch. 21 (702–37)
Quiz 17
Midterm grades due.
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W Feb 24 Finding a proper research topic.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 12 (584–608); and at least 6 sources on 
possible topics
Quiz 18

F Feb 26 List of 3 possible research topics due at the start of class. Topic selection.
Reading to be done before class: at least 2 additional sources on each topic
Quiz 19

Week 8 How to research

M Mar 1 How to do research.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 21 (702–37)
Quiz 20

W Mar 3 Class discussion
Reading to be done before class: at least 10 sources on your topics
Quiz 21

F Mar 5 Bibliographic note cards due at the start of class.
Reading to be done before class: at least enough additional sources to total 25
Quiz 22
Last day to drop or audit class.

Week Off Remember that you can still practice your writing on vacation! ☺

M Mar 8 Spring Break — no class will be held.

W Mar 10 Spring Break — no class will be held.

F Mar 12 Spring Break — no class will be held.

Week 9 Organizing your thoughts as informed by others'

M Mar 15 Processing others' thoughts.
Reading, done before class: Ch. 12 (584–98); Ch. 21 (734–37); Ch. 22 (738–47)
Quiz 23

W Mar 17 Annotated bibliography due at the start of class.
Reading to be done before class: your research sources
Quiz 24

F Mar 19 Creating a useful outline.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 13 (610–24); Ch. 11 (571–76)
Quiz 25
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Week 10 Working with an outline

M Mar 22 Outline with thesis statement due at the start of class. Using an outline.
Reading to be done before class: index entry “outlining” and appropriate section
Quiz 26

W Mar 24 Incorporating sources.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 22 (738–47)
Quiz 27

F Mar 26 Workshop on Essay 3. Bring 2 copies of the best draft you can write. 
Reading to be done before class: your research paper, out loud
Quiz 28

Week 11 Acknowledging sources

M Mar 29 Citing works.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 22 (747–63)
Quiz 29

W Mar 31 Complete works cited page due at the start of class. Formatting.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 22 (772–79)
Quiz 30

F Apr 2 Rough draft of Essay 3 due at the start of class. Sign up for consultations.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 25 (808–23)
Quiz 31

Week 12 One-on-one consultations with the instructor; revision review revisited

M Apr 5 Consultation with instructor. No general class: come for the time you signed up.
Quiz 32
Last day for complete withdrawal from all classes.

W Apr 7 Consultation with instructor. No general class: come for the time you signed up.
Quiz 33

F Apr 9 Consultation with instructor. No general class: come for the time you signed up.
Quiz 34

Week 13 Reading critically

M Apr 12 Final draft of Essay 3 due at the start of class. Explain Essay 4.
Reading to be done before class: your research paper, out loud
Quiz 35
Fall registration begins.
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W Apr 14 Class discussion
Reading to be done before class: handout, “Thinking Rhetorically about How 
Messages Persuade”
Quiz 36

F Apr 16 Class discussion
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 8 (394–452)
Quiz 37

Week 14 Responding critically

M Apr 19 Workshop on Essay 4. Bring 2 copies of the best draft you can write.
Reading to be done before class: Ch. 10 (514–68)
Quiz 38

W Apr 21 Class discussion
Reading to be done before class: Handbook (H-57–H-84)
Quiz 39

F Apr 23 Rough draft of Essay 4 due at the start of class.
Reading to be done before class: your paper, out loud
Quiz 40

Week 15 Revision is the key to successful writing

M Apr 26 Class discussion
Reading to be done before class: Handbook (H-85–H-103)
Quiz 41

W Apr 28 Final draft of Essay 4 due at the start of class. Review for final. Conclude.
Reading to be done before class: anything you think you might want to ask 
questions about in the review
Quiz 42

Th Apr 29 Last day of classes for Spring Semester 2010.

Finals Show off what you have learned

F Apr 30 Final Exam in classroom (07/07V) 10:00–12:00
M May 3 Final Exam in classroom (13/13V)   9:30–11:30
W May 5 Final Exam in classroom (21/21V) 10:00–12:00

Our class will not be held on dates that appear in outline on the calendar.
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