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Instructor: Michelene Perez 

Class Time: Monday 5:15-7:45 

Email: menoperez@ymail.com 

Office Hours: Monday 4:05-5:05 

Office Location: English Dept. Cubicles 

 

Time to meet may also be scheduled before or after class. The best way to contact me is by email. A 

digital copy of the syllabus is posted on Canvas. 

Required Textbook:  The McGraw-Hill Guide + Connect Access (must purchase packet at the 

bookstore)  
Other Required Materials:  1 small 3-ring binder for writing portfolio  
    Scantron for Final Exam 
 
ENGL1010D Course Catalog Description: Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. 
Designed to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides 
opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a 
style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write college level papers. Successful 
completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010 or ENGL 2010A. Co-Requisite 
ENGL1005.  Prerequisites: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND English placement score 16 or 
higher.  
 
Overall English Department Mission Statement  (Department Objectives) 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 

language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 

Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as 

learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition Course Objectives)  

As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the 

department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ skills 

and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help them 

better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 
  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:  If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that 

may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center 

(DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive 

assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516. 
 

 Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy, as stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual: 

Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited 

to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on 

exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic 

dishonesty by: 

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

b. Failing the student in the entire course, 

c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 
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Allyn and Bacon explain that “plagiarism occurs whenever you take someone else’s work and pass it 
off as your own.  Plagiarism has two forms: borrowing another person’s ideas without giving credit 
through proper citation and borrowing another writer’s language without giving credit through 
quotation marks or block indentation” (624).   
 
We will cover “proper citation” strategies during the course of the semester.  Simply remember that if 
you did not come up with the information from personal experiences, then readers need to know where 
the information comes from.  Further, reading on the Internet does not count as personal experience.  
Information from the Internet must be properly cited.  All researched information must be properly 
cited for this class using either MLA or APA style citation. 

 

6.5  Disruptive Behavior Policy, as stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual:  
Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good 

learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive 

students from individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the 

teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their course. Student Appeals: 

Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those disciplinary actions through 

the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 
 
 General Class Policies:  Please present yourselves in a polite and professional manner, and I will 

endeavor to do the same.  Disruptive students (students whose behavior makes it difficult to conduct 
class) will be asked to leave the class. 

 

Student Support Services  

 Library:     http://library.dixie.edu  

 Testing Center:   http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

 Writing Center:   http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 

  Tutoring Center:   http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 
 

If You Stop Attending Class: If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class 

before that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC  

homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given 

semester’s class schedule.   For Fall 2013, the last day to drop an individual class is Monday, 

October 14. 
 
 General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

 

Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 

o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 

o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a 

sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s 

article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s 

catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    

 Write no more than one narrative essay.   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early 

drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   
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Due Dates:   To avoid grade deductions and to have the maximum chance to pass the class, all work 
must be turned in on assigned dates regardless of whether or not the student attends class that day.  (If 
you are involved in student activities, you just need to be extra aware of due dates and make sure to 
discuss options with me before late drafts become an issue.)   
 
All homework must be turned in at the beginning of class for full credit and will not be accepted late. 
Quizzes and in-class essays cannot be made up.  
 
Professional drafts of essays will be accepted late, no more than one week after the due date. However, 
if turned in late, the highest possible grade will be 80%.   
 
Portfolios are due two weeks before the final exam and are subject to the same late rules as the 
professional essay drafts. No portfolios or other work will be accepted after final exam day.   
 
Students are responsible for keeping track of assignments and due dates.  Students absent from campus 
with the sanction of the college will be allowed to make up missed in-class work only if the instructor 
has been consulted and arrangements have been made before the scheduled activity.  We will adhere to 
the policies set out by DSC in the “Policies for Absences Related to College Functions.”  
 
Attendance Policy:  I do not require attendance, that being said, I also am not responsible for your 
grade or your work. By not attending class you run the risk of missing assignments that cannot be made 
up, or receiving changes to assignments or due dates.  
 
You may arrive late or leave early if necessary.  Please sit in a seat close to the door to minimize the 
disruption to the rest of the class.  It is not acceptable to interrupt class with an explanation. I don’t 
want an oral report after class either.  You can send me an e-mail either before class or within 24 hours.  
I retain the right to dispel a student from class for disruptive behavior. 
 
Please be aware that absences do not excuse you from completing your work on time or from 
understanding the material that you were not present to discuss. Know that I will not recap an entire 
class for an absent student.  Cultivate a reliable friend or two in the class. Students who miss multiple 
classes hardly EVER pass. They simply do not know what they are supposed to be doing or how they 
are supposed to be doing it. 
 
Tentative General Class Schedule: I reserve the right to change the schedule at any time.  Specific 
homework instructions will be given each class meeting. 
 

Approximate Grade Range 

Passing Grades 

A     100-94% 

A-     90-93% 

B+     87-89% 

B      83-86% 

B-     80-82% 

C+    77-79% 

C      73-76% 

(73% is the minimum grade to pass) 

Failing Grades (must repeat the course 

in order to enroll in English 2010) 

 

C-     70-72% 

D+    67-69% 

D      63-66% 

D-     60-62% 

F       59% and below 

 
 
 
 



Grade Tracker 

Assignment  Points Possible Points Received 

Syllabus quiz 5  

Student Conferences x3 10  

Outline x4 10  

Vocabulary quizzes x10 5  

Peer Reviews x3 20  

Argument Paper 100  

Analysis Paper 100  

Annotated Bib. 10  

Wiki assignment 20  

Movie/show review 20  

Research Paper 100  

Outline Presentation 10  

Group essay 20  

Advertisement Analysis 50  

Lecturer questions 10  

Team Argument 20  

Cause and effect of media 5  

Video ident 30  

Final 100  

Writing Portfolio 220  

Total Points Possible 1000  
 
 
Quiz Grades/Prep Sheets: Quizzes may be unannounced.  Quizzes may not be made up.  Other grades 
come from prep sheets or other work.  This prep work MUST BE TURNED IN DURING CLASS to 
achieve full credit.  This work is meant to assist in class discussion.  Students must be willing to talk 
about their prep work in class to achieve full credit.  This work will not be accepted after the due date. 
 
Student Conferences. After turning in your first draft, we will schedule a student conference to 
discuss your revisions.  You must revise each major essay and place it in your portfolio.  
Do not wait for conferences if you need help; please feel free to schedule a meeting with me.  
 
Rough/Professional Drafts:   Along with several minor writing assignments, there are three major 
essays. You will participate in peer reviews of rough drafts, professional reviews of revised drafts, and 
then compose final drafts for your portfolio of all assignments.  The drafts should be turned in as 
follows to achieve full credit.  A) on-time B) according to directions C) professionally presented in 
typed, double-spaced, in MLA or APA style format D) with peer review (students must participate in 
peer reviews during class).  Grades on these essays indicate you have included the required elements of 
the particular assignment.  
 
Final Exam: Expect to write a short essay and to answer questions regarding the information covered 
during the entire semester.   
 
Portfolio: Students will turn in a portfolio that demonstrates their competence in critical thinking, in 
research, argumentation, and composition.  At the very least, students will compose a letter of 
reflection and will turn in polished drafts of two major writing assignments.  Students should not 
simply turn in the same printouts of drafts they did during the semester, but will be expected to address 
concerns discussed in peer review, in instructor/student conferences, and in written feedback on the 
assignments. The portfolio must be submitted in paper, in a 3-ring binder.  You will receive a specific 
checklist to follow for submitting this important document. This will include revision of all instructor 
drafts of essays, a portfolio letter, and articles associated with the research paper 
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****It is essential to keep all rough and professional drafts.****   
Work I have never seen before will NOT be accepted as a portion of your portfolio.  Professional 
drafts, at the very least, must be included.  If you did not produce the work that led up to the final draft, 
then the final draft will be assigned a zero.   
 
Drafting Cycle: 
 

1) Outline  Original essay outline, may be done in-class or assigned as homework. 
 

2) Rough Drafts:   First few attempts at an essay. Must reach your length requirement for  
the paper. 

 
3) 1

st
 Draft  These will be instructor reviewed. Should meet length requirement and  

   have sources and a works cited page. 
 

4) 2
nd

 Draft  These will be peer reviewed and must meet all requirements for the  
   completed paper. 
 

5) Professional Draft: This is the graded draft. I will expect to see progress from the rough to  
    the professional draft. Please turn in all drafts (including the rough) that  
    led to the professional draft.     

 
     6) Portfolio/Final  Drafts:  Final, polished draft of chosen essays.  This should represent the 

student’s best work and only at this point will a grade be assigned that 
evaluates the level of writing skill achieved.  My comments will be 
confined to what you have done well in the draft and what elements you 
need to work on.  Please remember that there should be significant 
progress made from the first rough versions of the essay.   In other words, 
if the draft is exactly the same as the Professional version, much less the 
earlier drafts, it is not likely that the student will achieve an excellent 
score. 

 
 
 
 


