
English 2130-01:  Science Fiction and Futurism 

Spring 2011 / MWF 10:00-10:50 a.m.  

/ 3 credit hours / MCD 209                          

Professor:  Dr. Ace G. Pilkington  

Office Hours:  MWF 11:00 am to 11:50 am, 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and T, Th by 

appointment 

Office:  MC 224 / Phone:  652-7809 / E-mail: dobryniadragon@yahoo.com 

 
DEPARTMENTAL COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course is intended to meet the English Department objectives for all 2000-level 

literature courses. Courses meeting General Education Literature requirements must, at a 

minimum, achieve the following goals:  

 Teach students to acknowledge and enjoy the unique value of literary expression—

whether aesthetic, cultural, historical, or political—and the role of literature in 

representing the human condition. 

 The ability to read, write and discuss representative works of literature using 

appropriate terminology and critical concepts. 

 An understanding of the basic elements of literature, including fictional and dramatic 

elements (plot, setting, characterization, etc.), rhetorical figures (metaphor, symbol, 

irony, paradox, metonymy, etc.), and basic linguistic elements (diction, tone, syntax, 

parts of speech, etc.)—whenever appropriate. 
 

GOALS: Students who successfully complete this or other literature classes will 

be able to do the following: 

 Enjoy, appreciate, and evaluate representative literature 

 Think, speak, and write critically about the literature studied 

 Demonstrate their understanding by analyzing various aspects of literature. 

English 2130 will explore the literature of science fiction.  In addition to sharpening 

your literary skills, enhancing your self-knowledge, and deepening your compassion 

and comprehension, the literature of science fiction and futurism should help you to 

see how science and technology have shaped the modern world and how they may 

transform the future.  

 

 

TEXTS:  
 

Ace G. Pilkington’s Science Fiction & Futurism:  The Text (2011)   
Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Lost World* 
Asimov’s The Robots of Dawn 
Lewis Padgett’s (Henry Kuttner’s) “The Proud Robot”* 
Murray Leinster’s “A Logic Named Joe”* (Baen Free Library) 

   Sergei Lukyanenko’s Nightwatch    



A. E. Van Vogt’s “Asylum”* 
   Harry Bates’s “Farewell to the Master”* 
   Clifford Simak’s “The Thing in the Stone”* 
   Murray Leinster’s “The Aliens”* 
   Cordwainer Smith’s “The Game of Rat and Dragon”* 
    Jack Williamson’s “The Cosmic Express”* 

“Water of Youth, Water of Life, and Water of Death”* from Fairy Tales of the Russians 
and Other Slavs* 

    Mercedes Lackey’s “SKitty”* from Werehunter (Baen Free Library) 

 Anthony Pelcher’s “Vampires of Venus”* from Astounding Stories April 1930 on the CD 
 Charles Sheffield’s Cold As Ice (Currently out of print so buy a used copy from Amazon           
or Barnes and Noble.  Amazon has—on 3 January 2011—sixteen copies for a penny 
each and sixteen copies for a dollar or under plus shipping.) 

    Jules Verne’s Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Seas translated by F. P. Walter* 
    Arthur C. Clarke’s “The Star”* and “Dog Star”* 
    Lois McMaster Bujold’s Young Miles:  The Warrior’s Apprentice*, “The Mountains of  

 Mourning,”* (Baen Free Library) and The Vor Game Baen will sell you an e-book 
version of all three for $5.00.  The Dixie State College Bookstore price for the print book 
is $7.99 plus tax. Amazon sells Young Miles for $7.99 plus shipping (or not if you buy 
$25.00 worth of merchandise).  Baen prices the paperback of The Vor Game at $6.99, 
but it’s currently out of print. 

  
 *Books or short stories marked with an asterisk are free on the CD, on Blackboard, or as 
free downloads from the Baen Free Library. 

 

GRADES are based on the following: 
 

 1.  Four tests, each worth one hundred points, which will contain multiple choice and 

essay questions. Science Fiction & Futurism:  The Text (2011)  contains a detailed list of what 

you should read for each test.  Also included on the tests will be our classroom 

discussions, videos, and so forth. The first test will come approximately three and a half 

weeks into the semester, the second test approximately seven weeks into the semester, the 

third test approximately eleven weeks into the semester, and the fourth test will come 

during the final week of the semester.   

 Our Final is scheduled for Friday, 29 April from 10:00 am to 11:30 am.  

 2.  Extra Credit:  Reading any of the titles on the extra credit book list, writing a 100 

word reaction to it, and discussing it with me is worth 5 points (unless it is marked 

otherwise).  Writing a 500 word paper is worth 5 points for the paper, plus 5 points for the 

book, and no discussion is necessary.  You may earn up to 15 points of extra credit in this 

way.  All extra credit must be in two weeks before the semester ends.  

 3.  Essay:  Typed, double-spaced, correctly punctuated and so forth, this graded 

assignment is worth 100 points.  The English Department declares that this paper must 

use secondary sources (research) and that it must be 6 pages long.  You may use the 

materials on your CD as secondary sources if you wish, but we’ll have to discuss how you 

cite them, and you should do additional research as well.  You must turn in your essay no 

later than Monday,21 March, 2011.  You must include an accurate word count with your 

essay.  Falsifying the word count (or any similar activity) will be considered cheating, and 

you will get no points for this assignment.  With a Courier 12 point font, a typed page will 



have approximately 250 words.  However, you must use your word processor to give me 

an accurate word count.  Also, include the name of the class. All papers should be 
submitted via e-mail to the following address dobryniadragon@yahoo.com Please 
paste your papers in the body of the e-mail. DO NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS.  

 

 
 4.  Attendance:  Although I expect you to attend class, I will not penalize you for a 

reasonable number of absences.  However, at the point when you miss half the class 

sessions, you also miss passing the class.   See below for endless Dixie State College 

regulations, but, as they will tell you, the instructor’s “requirements are enforced by the 

college. “ 

NOTE:  Test dates will be announced well in advance, and there will always be a 

review on the class day before the test.  If you miss a test, your only alternative is to 

take the makeup exam to replace your missing score. 

 

NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 

 

95-100  = A 

90-94    = A- 

86-89    = B+ 

83-85    = B 

80-82    = B- 

76-79    = C+ 

73-75    = C 

70-72    = C- 

66-69    = D+ 

63-65    = D 

60-62    = D- 

0-59      = F 

 

CD TEXT:  

 

  Science Fiction and Futurism CD provided by the professor.  This CD is free, 

and is probably worth at least as much as you’re paying for it.  The CD amounts 

to a small library of works, not just a text.  It contains extra credit material and 

general background as well as what would usually be found in multiple volumes 

for between sixty and one hundred dollars.  If you do not want to use this CD, all 

of the material is available free online, and you may readily acquire it for yourself.  

If you do wish to use the CD, you must read and accept the following statement.  

This one was borrowed mostly from Project Gutenberg even though this is not an 

official Project Gutenberg CD.  The issues, however, are the same whether it’s 

Project Gutenberg, Sacred Texts, Internet Archive, or some other provider of 

public domain texts: 
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E-texts such as the ones on this CD are "public domain" works. Among other 

things, this means that no one owns a United States copyright on or for this 

work, so anyone can copy and distribute it in the United States without 

permission and without paying copyright royalties. Special rules apply if you 

wish to copy and distribute an e-text under the Project's "PROJECT 

GUTENBERG" trademark. This CD does not use that trademark. Much hard 

work and careful effort goes into the creation of e-texts, but despite these efforts, 

e-texts and any medium they may be on may contain "Defects." Among other 

things, Defects may take the form of incomplete, inaccurate or corrupt data, 

transcription errors, a copyright or other intellectual property infringement, a 

defective or damaged disk or other e-text medium, a computer virus, or 

computer codes that damage or cannot be read by your equipment. LIMITED 

WARRANTY; DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES But for the "Right of Replacement 

or Refund" described below, [1] E-text providers and the providers of this CD 

disclaim all liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal fees, 

and [2] YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE OR UNDER STRICT 

LIABILITY, OR FOR BREACH OF WARRANTY OR CONTRACT, INCLUDING 

BUT NOT LIMITED TO INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR 

INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY 

OF SUCH DAMAGES. If you discover a Defect in this e-text within 90 days of 

receiving it, you can receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by 

sending an explanatory note within that time to the person you received it from. 

If you received it on a physical medium, you must return it with your note, and 

such person may choose to alternatively give you a replacement copy. If you 

received it electronically, such person may choose to alternatively give you a 

second opportunity to receive it electronically. THIS E-TEXT IS OTHERWISE 

PROVIDED TO YOU "AS-IS". NO OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, 

EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARE MADE TO YOU AS TO THE E-TEXT OR ANY 

MEDIUM IT MAY BE ON, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES 

OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  In 

other words, use this free CD at your own risk.  I will, of course, 

replace it if for some reason it doesn’t work. 

 These CD texts are an experiment.  I discussed them with some of my 

classes before I introduced the CDs.  Students were enthusiastic and optimistic 

about the possibilities of e-texts in advance of the experiment, and they have 

been satisfied with the reality so far.  The worst problem to this point (in six 

classes) is that two students were unable to access the CD with their computer. 

These CD texts are at once the most complete and least expensive texts I’ve ever 

used.  I thought it was worth paying for the CDs myself to make it all simpler 



(and legally easier to arrange).  Please feel free to help me out this semester with 

comments and suggestions.  Note:  If you want to use these works as a teacher 

in a class of your own, please do not copy them from this CD but go back to 

the sources (I’ll provide them) and make sure that your use is within the legal 

boundaries. 

 If you feel disappointed that you haven’t been able to pay for all of your texts in 

this class, you might want to send money to the people who make such things possible.  I 

especially recommend  Sacred Texts Archive (which isn’t tax deductible but will sell you 

a CD with lots of books on it) at http://www.sacred-texts.com/donate.htm and Project 

Gutenberg (which is tax deductible) Send a check or money order (any currency) to: 

Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, 809 N. 1500 W., Salt Lake City, Utah, 

84116.  Baen’s Free Library will also cheerfully accept contributions. 

 

How to Download Recent SF Books for Free 

 
One of the easiest ways to read Baen Books on your computer is with the free Mobipocket 

Reader (although you can, if you wish, skip this step and read Baen Books in RTF—see below).  

To get it, go to mobipocket.com and select Mobipocket-Reader or Mobipocket ebook reader.  

Download the Mobipocket Reader Desktop 6.2.  You will need to select the appropriate operating 

system for your computer—Windows 7, Vista, XP, or Windows 98 (This is an archived version 

without support, but it should work just fine.)  You can also download versions for handheld 

devices such as the Blackberry.  Kindle (Amazon) book readers work well with this software too.  

Sony readers and the Barnes and Noble Nook use epub, which is also available from Baen. 

Next (or first of all if you don’t want to or can’t deal with the Mobipocket Reader), type Baen 

Free Library into your search engine or simply type in the address www.baen.com/library  Once 

you’re there, select The Books from the left hand menu.  The list of titles that comes up is 

alphabetical.  Select, for instance, Werehunter (which contains “SKitty”) and download it.  Look 

in the small Download Unzipped Files Section on the left and choose the 

Mobipocket/Palm/Kindle format.  If you have decided not to use the Mobi reader, then choose 

RTF (Rich Text Format). Or if you have a Sony reader, choose epub or Sony. Next, go back to 

The Books and download A Logic Named Joe in the same way.  A Baen RTF file should work 

with nearly any word processor. You may also download material by Lois McMaster Bujold, but 

see the syllabus before you decide what you want to do.    Alternatively, you can bring up the web 

site and read whatever free book you want directly online.  Be advised that the Mobipocket 

Reader, though it will happily take any text file and transform it, transforms it permanently, so if 

you want to maintain a regular text file that you can scroll through and search with maximum 

ease, you should make a copy of your text file before creating a Mobi file.  Of course, for the text 

files on your SF CD, that’s not a problem. 

 
 

 

For information on DSC disability resources visit: http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/ 
 
 

What to Do if You Get Sick 

http://www.baen.com/library
http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/


 

First of all, STAY HOME. DO NOT COME TO CLASS. I will not penalize you for 

missing my classes if you are sick. Make sure you have someone who will record the 

lectures for you or take good notes. I advise you to identify such a person in advance. 

Second of all, let me know that you are missing class because of an illness—write me an 

e-mail and send it to dobryniadragon@yahoo.com  If you feel truly awful, you can wait a 

day or two before you notify me. 

Below is the DSC’s information page on H1N1 and the guidelines for those who are sick. 

Notice, the College wants you to stay at home if you exhibit any flu-like symptoms, and 

note that, according to a Time magazine article, “nearly half of those infected did not 

develop a fever,” so that cold you think you have may be more serious (see the article 

posted below).  

Dixie State College of Utah H1N1 Flu Information and Precautions 

Dixie State College of Utah is aware of the growing concern of the H1N1 virus and has 

been closely monitoring the latest news updates, both from the Southwest Utah Public 

Health Department (SUPHD) and from media outlets.  

 

In keeping with CDC recommendations, Dixie State students, staff, and faculty who are 

experiencing flu like symptoms should consult a healthcare provider and avoid 

unnecessary contact until the symptoms have passed. In addition, DSC students who 

contract the H1N1 flu or may begin experiencing flu-like symptoms may visit/contact the 

DSC Wellness Center, located in the northeast entrance of the DSC Old Gym.  

 

Students may also contact the DSC Wellness Center at 652-7756 or visit 

http://wellness.dixie.edu. The DSC Wellness Center staff will assist students in 

finding proper health care and help contact professors and instructors. 
 

Dixie State College officials will continue to consult with SUPHD and state health 

departments and take necessary steps as more information becomes available. 

In addition, Dixie State College follows the CDC protocol which is to instruct the employee or student: 

“Stay home if you are sick for 7 days after your symptoms begin or until you have been 

symptom-free for 24 hours, whichever is longer. This is to keep from infecting others and 

spreading the virus further.” (From CDC H1N1 web site.)  If the employee or student 

chooses to go to the doctor and bring a doctor’s statement that he or she is not infected 

with H1N1, the employee or student could return as soon as he or she is symptom free, if 

that occurs within the 7 day period.” 

 

The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good 

health habits like covering your cough and washing your hands often can help stop the 

spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral 

drugs that can be used to treat and prevent the flu. Here are some other steps” 

 

1. Avoid close contact.  
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Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance 

from others to protect them from getting sick, too. 

 

2. Stay home when you are sick. 

If possible, stay home from work, school and errands when you are sick. You will help 

prevent others from catching your illness. 

 

3. Cover your mouth and nose. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent 

those around you from getting sick. 

 

4. Clean your hands. 

Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. 

 

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with 

germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose or mouth. 

 

6. Practice other good health habits. 

Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and 

eat nutritious food. 

 

Prevention and treatment information is available on the following websites: 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/qa.htm 

http://health.utah.gov/epi/h1n1flu/ 

http://health.utah.gov/epi/h1n1flu/ 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/college-alert.htm 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1/K12_dismissal.htm 

 
 
Preparing for H1Nl 
WHEN FLU SEASON HITS IN a few months, doctors may 

be paying more attention to 

coughs and sniffles than to 

fevers. A study of H1N1 cases 

from 2009 found that nearly 

half of those infected did not 

develop a fever, the classic 

symptom of flu. To lower the 

risk of transmission, health 

officials recommend that 

people 6 months and older 

get immunized with the 

H1N1 vaccine. 

 

From Time, Aug. 16, 2010. Story by Alice Park. 

 

 

 
For information on H1N1 flu visit: http://new.dixie.edu/flu/index.php 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/qa.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/qa.htm
http://health.utah.gov/epi/h1n1flu/
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FARMINGTON, Utah (AP) — Utah health officials are encouraging flu shots after seeing an increase in 

hospitalizations [in Utah] and new cases in Europe 

(http://www.necn.com/pages/print_landing?&blockID=3&apID=b348278df568470898866057237dcae4&) 

 
For information on Dmail visit: http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/dmail.php 
 
For information on drop date, finals dates,  and other useful dates visit: 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2011 
 
For information on DSC Writing Center visit: http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 
For information on the Testing Center visit: http://www.dixie.edu/testing/index.php 
 
For library information visit: http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
For DSC attendance policy visit: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
For DSC plagiarism definition and for information on consequences of plagiarism visit: 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/mlastyle/Plagiarism.htm 
 

Some Free Software Recommendations that You May Safely Ignore:  Follow My 

Inexpert Advice at Your Own Risk 

 

Almost any text reading device, even the lowliest Microsoft Notepad, will read text files 

successfully.  But if you’d like a high quality word processor for free (that will emulate 

Microsoft and other expensive things), try www.OpenOffice.org or just type Open Office 

into your browser.  One negative note about Open Office:  it won’t handle a book-length 

manuscript very well.  Star Office is essentially the same program (or set of programs), 

but since Google Pack has stopped offering it, it’s hard to find it for free.  Google Pack 

does have Adobe Reader, which, of course, you should download if you don’t already 

have it.  An even better reader for text files than a word processor is the Mobipocket 

Reader.  It’s free at 

http://www.mobipocket.com/en/downloadsoft/productdetailsreader.asp or just look for 

mobipocket.com  The Mobi changes your files, so you would have to keep two of 

everything if you wanted the freedom to search, cut, and paste that generally comes with 

text files, but since your original is on a CD, you would have two files anyway.  Finally, 

if you’d like someone (or more accurately something) to read your books to you, try CFS 

Technologies’ Speakonia.  It’s free, and once you get past the impression that Stephen 

Hawking has dropped in for a visit, the voice can be effective.  Type in Speakonia or try 

http://www.cfs-technologies.com/home/  Warning:  One of Speakonia’s traits is that it 

reads out anything you highlight.  If you forget you have the thing on and then highlight 

something, the result can be mildly unsettling. 

 

Alas, the Kindle isn’t free yet, and even its clones (such as BeBook and the Barnes and 

Noble Nook) are expensive.  However, at under two hundred dollars, they’re not entirely 

unreasonable, especially when you keep in mind the literally hundreds of thousands of 

books available for free download.  Recently, Amazon has started offering a free desktop 

Kindle reader (which also works on Droid and other devices).  It’s only a small software 

program, not as impressive as Mobi (which Amazon also owns), but it does read Kindle 
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books for free, and Amazon is giving away approximately one hundred Kindle books of 

various types at the moment. 

 

Update:  The cheapest Kindle is now $139.00 (Wi-fi only, not 3G), and Sony’s five inch 

reader is available here and there for under a hundred.  For some reason I don’t 

understand, the Nook does not support the text format—at least that’s what the Barnes 

and Noble web site says.  I haven’t verified it myself. 
 

 

 
 


