
English 2230:  Intro. to Mythology 

Fall 2009 / MWF 12:00 noon-12:50 p.m. / 3 credit hours / MC 103 

Professor:  Dr. Ace G. Pilkington 

Office Hours: MW 2:15 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 3:45 p.m.-4:45 p.m. F 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

T, Th by appointment 
Office:  MC 224 / Office Phone:  652-7809 / E-mail:  aceandolga@yahoo.com 

 
DEPARTMENTAL COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course is intended to meet the English Department objectives for all 2000-level 

literature courses. Courses meeting General Education Literature requirements must, at a 

minimum, achieve the following goals:  

 Teach students to acknowledge and enjoy the unique value of literary expression—

whether aesthetic, cultural, historical, or political—and the role of literature in 

representing the human condition. 

 The ability to read, write and discuss representative works of literature using 

appropriate terminology and critical concepts. 

 An understanding of the basic elements of literature, including fictional and dramatic 

elements (plot, setting, characterization, etc.), rhetorical figures (metaphor, symbol, 

irony, paradox, metonymy, etc.), and basic linguistic elements (diction, tone, syntax, 

parts of speech, etc.)—whenever appropriate. 
GOALS: 

 

English 2230 will introduce you to the main myths of the Greeks, Romans, and Vikings, 

plus sections from Celtic mythology (King Arthur) and Slavic mythology (small folk epics, 

folk and fairy tales).  In addition, it will provide you with a brief look at the historical 

backgrounds of these peoples and their myths and some of the ways in which myths have 

been used in literature and life from Homer to the present.  By the time we are finished, you 

should not only be able to recognize mythological characters in their original settings, but you 

should also understand the many variations of myth that shape our stories, societies, and 

thoughts today.  Along the way, you should (as you would in any literature class) learn more 

about yourself and the people around you.   

 

TEXTS:  
 

 Apollonius of Rhodes’ Argonautica (The CD has a prose version of this, and we will read 

part of it.) 

 Ovid’s The Metamorphoses (Trans. John Dryden and others; the CD has this verse version 

plus a prose translation which you may read instead) 

 Euripides’ Medea (Trans. Ian Johnston—recommended; the CD has this version; it also 

contains a version by Theodore Buckley in Euripides volume I and another by E. P. 

Coleridge in the file EuripidesMedeaColeridge.  We’ll watch a video of yet another 

translation--by Robinson Jeffers--in class.) 

 Homer’s The Iliad (Trans. By Samuel Butler; the CD has this prose version, which I 

recommend; it also has a very good verse translation by Alexander Pope.  We will read 

three chapters.) 



 Homer’s The Odyssey (Trans. By Samuel Butler; the CD has this prose version, which I 

recommend; it also has a very good verse translation by Alexander Pope.  The Odyssey has 

the honor of being the only book we will read in its entirety.) 

 Bulfinch’s “Norse Mythology” in The Age of Fable (The CD has this plus the Prose and 

Verse Eddas—and Padraic Colum’s retelling of the Norse myths, The Children of Odin, if 

we want to add a story or two.) 

 Malory’s Le Morte D’Arthur (The CD has the original version of Malory’s complete work 

in the digital equivalent of two very long volumes.  We will read only a few of the stories.  

If you want a modern English version of part of the book (including the stories we will 

read), the Dixie College book store has a good one translated by Keith Baines. Another 

option is Bulfinch’s The Age of Chivalry, which retells the stories.  It’s on the CD.) 

 Fairy Tales and Legends of the Russians and Other Slavs (This will be available from Amazon 

in a few weeks.  In addition to fairy and folk tales, it also contains prose versions of 

Russian and Ukrainian epic poems.  These are the length of a short story.  They come from 

the Kiev Cycle and are about Prince Vladimir, the Slavic equivalent of King Arthur, and 

the bogatyrs (or heroes) of his court.   It is the only book you have to buy.  The Keith 

Baines translation of Malory is optional.) 

 

GRADES are based on the following: 
 

 1.  Four tests, each worth one hundred points, which will contain multiple choice and 

essay questions:  The first test will come approximately three and a half weeks into the 

semester and will cover parts of Argonautica, The Metamorphoses, and Medea, plus our 

classroom discussions up to that point.  The second test will come approximately seven 

weeks into the semester and will cover The Odyssey, parts of The Metamorphoses and The 

Iliad (two chapters only), and Bulfinch’s “Norse Mythology,” plus our classroom 

discussions from the first test to the second.  The third test will come approximately 

eleven weeks into the semester and will cover parts of Le Morte D’Arthur and the Kiev 

Cycle stories from Fairy Tales and Legends of the Russians and Other Slavs, plus our 

classroom discussions between the second and third tests.  The fourth test will come 

during the time scheduled for our final (Monday, Dec. 14, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.) and 

will cover parts of Fairy Tales and Legends of the Russians and Other Slavs plus our classroom 

discussions between the third and fourth tests.  During the semester, I will add a few 

fairly short stories from other cultures to expand our horizons a bit—a Coyote the 

Trickster story paired with Odysseus, for instance. 

 2.  Extra Credit:  Reading any of the titles on the extra credit book list, writing a 100 

word reaction to it, and discussing it with me is worth 5 points (unless it is marked 

otherwise).  Writing a 500 word paper is worth 5 points for the paper, plus 5 points for the 

book, and no discussion is necessary.  You may earn up to 15 points of extra credit in this 

way.  All extra credit must be in two weeks before the semester ends.  

 3.  Essay:  Typed, double-spaced, correctly punctuated and so forth, this graded 

assignment is worth 100 points. This paper must use secondary sources (research), and it 

must be 6 pages long. You will write about your classroom experiences and responses to 

the books you are reading for the class.  You will use research to pursue material you find 

especially interesting or unusually confusing. This essay provides an opportunity to look 

back at your experiences in the course in a way that will allow you to evaluate those 



experiences and fix the knowledge you have acquired in your memories as part of a 

coherent whole. The essay should say something about how this class has affected you, 

what you’ve learned, and how you’ve changed (if you have).  In effect, though it may start 

out with daily class notes, it will be the account of a journey and must not degenerate into 

a journal. You may use the materials on your CD as secondary sources if you wish, but 

you should do additional research as well.  You must turn in your essay no later than 

Monday, Nov. 2, 2009.  You must include an accurate word count with your essay.  

Falsifying the word count (or any similar activity) will be considered cheating, and you 

will get no points for this assignment.  With a Courier 12 point font, a page will have 

approximately 250 words. Times Roman produces over 300 words per page.  However, 

you must use your word processor to give me an accurate word count.  Also, number 

your pages and include the name of the class. Your paper should be submitted via e-mail to 

the following address dobryniadragon@yahoo.com Please paste your papers in the body of the e-

mail. DO NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS. 

 
 4.  Attendance:  Although I expect you to attend class, I will not penalize you for a 

reasonable number of absences.  However, at the point when you miss half the class 

sessions, you also miss passing the class.   See below for endless Dixie State College 

regulations, but, as they will tell you, the instructor’s “requirements are enforced by the 

college. “ 

 

NOTE:  Test dates will be announced well in advance, and there will always be a review 

on the class day before the test.  If you miss a test, you must make it up within one week of the 

test date.  Failing that (so to speak), your only alternative is to take the optional 

comprehensive final to replace your missing score. 

 
 
NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 

 
95-100  = A 
90-94    = A- 
86-89    = B+ 
83-85    = B 
80-82    = B- 
76-79    = C+ 
73-75    = C 
70-72    = C- 
66-69    = D+ 
63-65    = D 
60-62    = D- 
0-59      = F 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:dobryniadragon@yahoo.com


CD TEXT:  

 Western Civilizations I CD provided by the professor.  This CD is free, and is 

probably worth at least as much as you’re paying for it.  The CD amounts to a 

small library of works, not just a text.  It contains extra credit material and general 

background as well as what would usually be found in multiple volumes for 

between sixty and one hundred dollars.  If you do not want to use this CD, all of 

the material is available free online, and you may readily acquire it for yourself.  

If you do wish to use the CD, you must read and accept the following statement.  

This one was borrowed mostly from Project Gutenberg even though this is not an 

official Project Gutenberg CD.  The issues, however, are the same whether it’s 

Project Gutenberg, Sacred Texts, Internet Archive, or some other provider of 

public domain texts: 

E-texts such as the ones on this CD are "public domain" works. Among other 

things, this means that no one owns a United States copyright on or for this 

work, so anyone can copy and distribute it in the United States without 

permission and without paying copyright royalties. Special rules apply if you 

wish to copy and distribute an e-text under the Project's "PROJECT 

GUTENBERG" trademark. This CD does not use that trademark. Much hard 

work and careful effort goes into the creation of e-texts, but despite these efforts, 

e-texts and any medium they may be on may contain "Defects." Among other 

things, Defects may take the form of incomplete, inaccurate or corrupt data, 

transcription errors, a copyright or other intellectual property infringement, a 

defective or damaged disk or other e-text medium, a computer virus, or 

computer codes that damage or cannot be read by your equipment. LIMITED 

WARRANTY; DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES But for the "Right of Replacement 

or Refund" described below, [1] E-text providers and the providers of this CD 

disclaim all liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal fees, 

and [2] YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE OR UNDER STRICT 

LIABILITY, OR FOR BREACH OF WARRANTY OR CONTRACT, INCLUDING 

BUT NOT LIMITED TO INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR 

INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY 

OF SUCH DAMAGES. If you discover a Defect in this e-text within 90 days of 

receiving it, you can receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by 

sending an explanatory note within that time to the person you received it from. 

If you received it on a physical medium, you must return it with your note, and 

such person may choose to alternatively give you a replacement copy. If you 

received it electronically, such person may choose to alternatively give you a 

second opportunity to receive it electronically. THIS E-TEXT IS OTHERWISE 

PROVIDED TO YOU "AS-IS". NO OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, 

EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARE MADE TO YOU AS TO THE E-TEXT OR ANY 

MEDIUM IT MAY BE ON, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES 



OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  In 

other words, use this free CD at your own risk.  I will, of course, 

replace it if for some reason it doesn’t work. 

 These CD texts are an experiment.  I discussed them with some of my 

classes before I introduced the CDs.  Students were enthusiastic and optimistic 

about the possibilities of e-texts in advance of the experiment, and they have 

been satisfied with the reality so far.  The worst problem to this point (in six 

classes) is that two students were unable to access the CD with their computer. 

These CD texts are at once the most complete and least expensive texts I’ve ever 

used.  I thought it was worth paying for the CDs myself to make it all simpler 

(and legally easier to arrange).  Please feel free to help me out this semester with 

comments and suggestions.  Note:  If you want to use these works as a teacher in 

a class of your own, please do not copy them from this CD but go back to the 

sources (I’ll provide them) and make sure that your use is within the legal 

boundaries. 

 If you feel disappointed that you haven’t been able to pay for all of your texts in 

this class, you might want to send money to the people who make such things possible.  I 

especially recommend  Sacred Texts Archive (which isn’t tax deductible but will sell you 

a CD with lots of books on it) at http://www.sacred-texts.com/donate.htm and Project 

Gutenberg (which is tax deductible) Send a check or money order (any currency) to: 

Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, 809 N. 1500 W., Salt Lake City, Utah, 

84116.  Baen’s Free Library will also cheerfully accept contributions. 
 

 

Statement about accommodations for disabilities: 
 
Students eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a 

disability must provide a letter of accommodation to their professors from the 

Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of 

classes. Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive 

services or accommodations. Please contact the Center on the main campus 

to follow through with the documentation process. It is located in the 

Student Services Center Room #201, or call for an appointment and further 

information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-

7516. 

 
H1N1 Flu Information and Precautions 

 

In keeping with CDC recommendations, Dixie State students, staff, and faculty who are experiencing flu 

like symptoms should consult a healthcare provider and avoid unnecessary contact until the symptoms have 



passed. Dixie State College officials will continue to consult with SUPHD and state health departments and 

take necessary steps as more information becomes available. 

We follow the CDC protocol which is to instruct the employee or student: 

 

 “Stay home if you are sick for 7 days after your symptoms begin or until you have been symptom-free for 

24 hours, whichever is longer. This is to keep from infecting others and spreading the virus further.” (From 

CDC H1N1 web site.)  If the employee or student chooses to go to the doctor and bring a doctor’s 

statement that he or she is not infected with H1N1, the employee or student could return as soon as he or 

she is symptom free, if that occurs within the 7 day period.” 

The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like 

covering your cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent 

respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat and prevent the 

flu. Here are some other steps” 

 
1. Avoid close contact. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect 

them from getting sick, too. 

 

2. Stay home when you are sick. 

If possible, stay home from work, school and errands when you are sick. You will help prevent others from 

catching your illness. 

 

3. Cover your mouth and nose. 

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around you 

from getting sick. 

 

4. Clean your hands. 

Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. 

 

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and then touches 

his or her eyes, nose or mouth. 

 

6. Practice other good health habits. 

Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 

 

 

 

 

Rebelmail 

 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Rebelmail email 

account. This information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship 

notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and 

events, and other information critical to you success in this class and at DSC. 

All DSC students are automatically assigned a Rebelmail email account. If 

you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select 

“Rebelmail,” for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for 

information sent to your Rebelmail email, so please check it often.  

 

http://www.dixie.edu/


 

 

DROP DATE 

 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before Oct 19 to avoid receiving an “F” 

on your transcript. 

 

WRITING CENTER 

 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning Bldg. Call Barbara Turnbow at 

652.7743 for hours and more information. 

 

TESTING CENTER 

 

 Hours of operation are posted online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm 

 

LIBRARY 

 

 Hours of operation are posted online at http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html 

 

Attendance: 

23.1 Regular and prompt attendance in classes … is expected of every Dixie State College 

student. 

23.2 Attendance requirements are established by each instructor 

and such requirements are enforced by the college. (My 

requirements are stated earlier in this interminably long [not my 

fault] document.  If you miss half the class sessions for whatever 

reason, you fail the class.  23.4 below is also important.) 

23.4 It is the student’s responsibility to find out which assignments are missed during an 

absence. 

23.5 Class Absences Related to College Functions 

 23.5.1 Attendance at class is an integral part of the learning process. Students who are 

absent from class for any reason compromise their learning opportunities. Students should 

make every attempt to register only for those courses for which they have no scheduling 

conflicts that will interfere with their ability to complete course requirements.  

 23.5.2 Students periodically may miss classes for various college-related functions; 

including athletics, club events, or to fulfill the requirements of a course or a program. These 

absences often conflict with the instruction, assignments, and tests in courses. The college 

seeks to maintain reasonable guidelines that will enable students to participate in college 

functions without harming the integrity of the curriculum in the courses they miss or 

undermining the responsibilities and authority of the instructors of these courses. These 

guidelines are intended to foster an environment that is supportive and sensitive to the roles 

and needs of both students and faculty.  

http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html


 23.5.3 Students who must miss class because of a college-sanctioned activity, such as 

an athletic event, club activity, class assignment, or other approved event, are responsible to 

assuring that their instructors have been notified and for completing any missed assignments. 

  23.5.3.1 Prior to the absence, students travelling with a club, team, or other 

group on a college-sanctioned activity must request leave from their instructors. 

   23.5.3.1.1 Students involved in a club event or an activity related to 

another course or program requirement must provide written notification from the faculty or 

staff member supervising the activity that explains the nature of the activity. This should 

include a list of eligible students and be provided in advance of the expected absence. 

   23.5.3.1.2 By the second day of class, students with recurring absences 

must provide each instructor written notification from the appropriate department that 

includes a schedule of competition, the names of those students on specific teams likely to 

travel, and the dates and approximate  times of departure and return on campus. So that 

student participation in travel can be verified, the appropriate department will be responsible 

for informing individual faculty of changes to team rosters and travel schedules throughout 

the semester. 

23.5.3.2 Students must arrange with the instructor to complete missed instruction and/or 

coursework. 

 23.5.3.2 Students must arrange with the instructor to complete missed instruction 

and/or coursework. 

 

23.5.3.2.1 One week prior to an absence, the student will meet with the instructor to arrange a 

reasonable accommodation, if feasible, to allow the students to complete any missed 

coursework and/or exams. The instructor may require the student to submit work prior to the 

due date if the student will be absent. It is the student's responsibility to complete the Student 

Absence Schedule with the instructor and abide by it. 

 

23.5.3.2.2 Students with recurring or frequent absences from a course are required to check 

their schedules against the course syllabus and provide a list of expected absences for the 

semester by the second day of class. Upon reviewing the list, the instructor may determine that 

the absences will interfere with the student's ability to succeed in the course. If so, the 

instructor will recommend that the student seek an alternative. If a student chooses to remain 

in the course, it is the student's responsibility to complete the Student Absence Schedule with 

the instructor and abide by it. 

 

*Most of the above handout was prepared by Brent Hanson, who kindly allowed Dixie State 

College to steal it. 



Plagiarism  (from  OWL, the Online Writing Lab at Dixie State College): 

 

Guidelines for recognizing and avoiding it 

 

    Definition: Generally speaking, plagiarism is regarded as a form of cheating or 

stealing.  It is censured as an act of willfully or carelessly attempting to pass off as 

one's own work the writing of someone else.  Usually the student who is proved 

guilty of plagiarism is given a failing grade on the research paper, and, if the 

plagiarism is intentional, the student is given no credit for the course in which the 

paper is submitted. 

 

    Guidelines: Students must realize, therefore, from the beginning of their research, 

that the handling of source material is always a delicate matter.  Writers may copy 

or paraphrase any information or statistics from another source so long as proper 

credit is given to that source.  When a student submits to an instructor a paper 

bearing her name as the author, she is required to indicate copied material by 

enclosing it in quotation marks and by using an appropriate citation. Paraphrased 

or summarized material must also be shown by using a footnote, endnote, or by 

giving parenthetical documentation in the text of the paper. For example, here is a 

sentence from The Christian Science Monitor: "They [the Black Caucus] argued in 

a letter to Mr. Clinton that 96 percent of crack arrests are of minorities, and that 

between 1988 and 1994 in Los Angeles, the only persons prosecuted for crack-

cocaine sales were blacks and Latinos." Whether a writer quotes from those words 

directly or summarizes them in his/her own words, there must be a parenthetical 

reference in the text (Marquand 3) and a complete reference in the Works Cited at 

the end of the paper. 

 

    If a paper contains several sentences, one sentence, or merely significant parts of 

sentences that are obviously not original work --because of the wording or the 

nature of the information given--students may be suspected of plagiarism.  If the 

expressions or order of presentation of ideas are identical to or are similar to 

material in print and if no reference is made to the source, it may be assumed that a 

student is deliberately attempting to pass off or, to put it stronger, to forge a piece of 

writing that does not really belong to him/her. 

 

    Within the field of academics and among professionals, such plagiarism is a 

breach of ethics and may break copyright law. Scholars, playwrights, musicians, 

and other writers whose careers and reputations are built upon their research and 

use of words have a legal right to those words. Proper documentation is not a 

difficult task; therefore, students who plagiarize should expect to fail the course. 

 

    DIXIE COLLEGE ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE POLICY: "Academic dishonesty 

in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie College, including but not limited to 

plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other persons’ work as one’s own, 

and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie College may discipline students 

proven guilty of academic dishonesty by – 



 

            Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonest occurred, 

 

            Failing the student in the entire course, 

 

            Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course and/or 

 

            Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, 

place on probation, suspend, and /or expel the students." 

 

  

 

Now that you have learned the general guidelines, here are some places to learn the 

specific rules for citing various kinds of information: 

 

        Most English rhetorics or handbooks will have a section on resource supported 

writing; check yours. 

 

        The Research Paper Guide, a printed pamphlet, is available in the bookstore 

and online. 

 

        Going to the Dixie College Online Writing Lab (http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/) 

provides links to the MLA Style Guide, which is used in most English courses, or the 

APA Style Guide, which is used often in the sciences, nursing, education, and in 

social studies. 

 

        The Reference Librarian on duty has a copy of the current MLA Handbook. 

 

  

 

Let’s look at some examples of plagiarism commonly committed, even by those who 

know the general guidelines: 

 

        Exhibit A: 1) Although thoughts about suicide are common among Hospice 

patients, persistent requests for aid in dying are, by most accounts, very uncommon. 

 

        2) Alcohol has been proven to cause cancer of the mouth, tongue, esophagus, 

larynx, stomach, liver, lungs, colon, and rectum. 

 

Students excused the above plagiarism by saying they were just summarizing an 

article, not quoting from it. Any information--no matter whether quoted, 

paraphrased, or summarized--that you take from another source must be cited. 

 

        Exhibit B: Original: "Although harder to use, QuickTime 3.0 and Adobe 

Premier team up for a cross platform solution for creating the audio slide lecture." 

 



        Paraphrase: QuickTime 3.0 and Adobe Premier are harder to use, but they 

work well together in creating a cross platform solution for someone who wants to 

create an audio slide lecture (Kaplan 51). 

 

        Although this student did give a parenthetical reference to the original (and, we 

assume, added more information in the Works Cited at the end of the paper), this is 

still a form of plagiarism because the paraphrase follows too closely the wording of 

the original. The general rule is that if you use three or more words in a row from 

the original, those words should be in quotes. 
 


