
English 2230:  Intro. to Mythology 
Fall 2010 / MWF 12:00 noon-12:50 p.m. / 3 credit hours / MC 206 

Professor:  Dr. Ace G. Pilkington 
Office Hours: MWF 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  

T, Th by appointment 
Office:  MC 224 / Office Phone:  652-7809 / E-mail:  dobryniadragon@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
Course GOALS: 

 
English 2230 will introduce you to the main myths of the Greeks, Romans, and Vikings, 

plus sections from Celtic mythology (King Arthur) and Slavic mythology (small folk epics, 
folk and fairy tales).  In addition, it will provide you with a brief look at the historical 
backgrounds of these peoples and their myths and some of the ways in which myths have 
been used in literature and life from Homer to the present.  By the time we are finished, you 
should not only be able to recognize mythological characters in their original settings, but you 
should also understand the many variations of myth that shape our stories, societies, and 
thoughts today.  Along the way, you should (as you would in any literature class) learn more 
about yourself and the people around you.   

 

TEXTS:  
 
� Apollonius of Rhodes’ Argonautica (The CD has a prose version of this, and we will read 

part of it.) 
� Ovid’s The Metamorphoses (Trans. John Dryden and others; the CD has this verse version 

plus a prose translation which you may read instead) 
� Euripides’ Medea (Trans. Ian Johnston—recommended; the CD has this version; it also 

contains a version by Theodore Buckley in Euripides volume I and another by E. P. 
Coleridge in the file EuripidesMedeaColeridge.  We’ll watch a video of yet another 
translation--by Robinson Jeffers--in class if we have time.) 

� Homer’s The Iliad (Trans. By Samuel Butler; the CD has this prose version, which I 
recommend; it also has a very good verse translation by Alexander Pope.  We will read 
three chapters.) 

� Homer’s The Odyssey (Trans. By Samuel Butler; the CD has this prose version, which I 
recommend; it also has a very good verse translation by Alexander Pope.  The Odyssey has 
the honor of being the only book we will read in its entirety.) 

� Bulfinch’s “Norse Mythology” in The Age of Fable (The CD has this plus the Prose and 
Verse Eddas—and Padraic Colum’s retelling of the Norse myths, The Children of Odin, if 
we want to add a story or two.) 

� Malory’s Le Morte D’Arthur (The CD has the original version of Malory’s complete work 
in the digital equivalent of two very long volumes.  We will read only a few of the stories.  
If you want a modern English version of part of the book (including the stories we will 
read), the Dixie College book store has a good one translated by Keith Baines. Another 
option is Bulfinch’s The Age of Chivalry, which retells the stories.  It’s on the CD.) 

� Fairy Tales of the Russians and Other Slavs (This is available from Amazon. Also available as an 
Amazon Kindle book for $6.95. You can purchase the Kindle version even if you don’t own a 



Kindle e-book reader. You can read Kindle books on PCs, MACs, Androids, BlackBerrys, ipads, 
and iphones. Here is how: 
Follow this link and select your device type. 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html/ref=amb_link_352814002_3?ie=UTF8&docId=10004
93771&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=center-
6&pf_rd_r=0ESM3C4E383GB5SAZD0S&pf_rd_t=1401&pf_rd_p=1268267022&pf_rd_i=100042631
1 

 
 In addition to fairy and folk tales, it also contains prose versions of Russian and Ukrainian epic 
poems.  These are the length of a short story.  They come from the Kiev Cycle and are about 
Prince Vladimir, the Slavic equivalent of King Arthur, and the bogatyrs (or heroes) of his court.   
It is the only book you have to buy.  The Keith Baines translation of Malory is optional.)  
 
GRADES are based on the following: 
 

� 1.  Four tests, each worth one hundred points, which will contain multiple choice and 
essay questions:  The first test will come approximately three and a half weeks into the 
semester and will cover parts of Argonautica, The Metamorphoses, and Medea, plus our 
classroom discussions up to that point.  The second test will come approximately seven 
weeks into the semester and will cover The Odyssey, parts of The Metamorphoses and The 
Iliad (two chapters only), and Bulfinch’s “Norse Mythology,” plus our classroom 
discussions from the first test to the second.  The third test will come approximately 
eleven weeks into the semester and will cover parts of Le Morte D’Arthur and the Kiev 
Cycle stories from Fairy Tales of the Russians and Other Slavs, plus our classroom 
discussions between the second and third tests.  The fourth test will come during the time 
scheduled for our final (Friday, Dec. 17, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.) and will cover parts of 
Fairy Tales of the Russians and Other Slavs plus our classroom discussions between the third 
and fourth tests.  During the semester, I will add a few fairly short stories from other 
cultures to expand our horizons a bit—a Coyote the Trickster story paired with Odysseus, 
for instance.  All tests except the final will be in the testing center on Blackboard, and you 
will have several days during which you may take them. 

� 2.  Extra Credit:  Reading any of the titles on the extra credit book list, writing a 100 
word reaction to it, and discussing it with me is worth 5 points (unless it is marked 
otherwise).  Writing a 500 word paper is worth 5 points for the paper, plus 5 points for the 
book, and no discussion is necessary.  You may earn up to 15 points of extra credit in this 
way.  All extra credit must be in two weeks before the semester ends.  Another extra 
credit opportunity is to attend a lecture about “Fairy Tales of the Russians and Other 
Slavs” presented by Ace G. Pilkington and Olga A. Pilkington as part of the Dixie Forum 
in the Dunford Auditorium in the Browning Building on 23 November at noon.  

� 3.  Essay:  Typed, double-spaced, correctly punctuated and so forth, this graded 
assignment is worth 100 points. This paper must use secondary sources (research), and it 
must be 6 pages long (1500 words). You will write about your classroom experiences and 
responses to the books you are reading for the class.  You will use research to pursue 
material you find especially interesting or unusually confusing. This essay provides an 
opportunity to look back at your experiences in the course in a way that will allow you to 
evaluate those experiences and fix the knowledge you have acquired in your memories as 



part of a coherent whole. The essay should say something about how this class has 
affected you, what you’ve learned, and how you’ve changed (if you have).  In effect, 
though it may start out with daily class notes, it will be the account of a journey and must 
not degenerate into a journal. You may use the materials on your CD as secondary sources 
if you wish, but you should do additional research as well.  You must turn in your essay 
no later than Monday, Nov. 1, 2010.  You must include an accurate word count with your 
essay.  Falsifying the word count (or any similarly nefarious activity) will be considered 
cheating, and you will get no points for this assignment. Your paper should be submitted via 
e-mail to the following address dobryniadragon@yahoo.com Please paste your papers in the body 
of the e-mail. DO NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS. 

 
4.  Attendance:  Although I expect you to attend class, I will not penalize you for a reasonable 
number of absences.  However, at the point when you miss half the class sessions, you also miss 
passing the class. However, I will certainly make allowances for the H1N1 situation. 
   See below for endless Dixie State College regulations, but, as they will tell you, the instructor’s 
“requirements are enforced by the college. “NOTE:  Test dates will be announced well in 
advance, and there will always be a review on the class day before the test.  If you miss a test, you 
must make it up within one week of the test date.  Failing that (so to speak), your only alternative 
is to take the optional comprehensive final to replace your missing score. 

NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 
 

95-100  = A 
90-94    = A- 
86-89    = B+ 
83-85    = B 
80-82    = B- 
76-79    = C+ 
73-75    = C 
70-72    = C- 
66-69    = D+ 
63-65    = D 
60-62    = D- 
0-59      = F 

 
CD TEXT:  

 Introduction to Mythology CD provided by the Professor.  This CD is free, and is 
probably worth at least as much as you’re paying for it.  The CD amounts to a small 
library of works, not just a text.  It contains extra credit material and general 
background as well as what would usually be found in multiple volumes for between 
sixty and one hundred dollars.  If you do not want to use this CD, all of the material is 
available free online, and you may readily acquire it for yourself.  If you do wish to 
use the CD, you must read and accept the following statement.  This one was 
borrowed mostly from Project Gutenberg even though this is not an official Project 
Gutenberg CD.  The issues, however, are the same whether it’s Project Gutenberg, 
Sacred Texts, Internet Archive, or some other provider of public domain texts: 

E-texts such as the ones on this CD are "public domain" works. Among other things, this 
means that no one owns a United States copyright on or for this work, so anyone can 



copy and distribute it in the United States without permission and without paying 
copyright royalties. Special rules apply if you wish to copy and distribute an e-text under 
the Project's "PROJECT GUTENBERG" trademark. This CD does not use that 
trademark. Much hard work and careful effort goes into the creation of e-texts, but 
despite these efforts, e-texts and any medium they may be on may contain "Defects." 
Among other things, Defects may take the form of incomplete, inaccurate or corrupt data, 
transcription errors, a copyright or other intellectual property infringement, a defective or 
damaged disk or other e-text medium, a computer virus, or computer codes that damage 
or cannot be read by your equipment. LIMITED WARRANTY; DISCLAIMER OF 
DAMAGES But for the "Right of Replacement or Refund" described below, [1] E-text 
providers and the providers of this CD disclaim all liability to you for damages, costs and 
expenses, including legal fees, and [2] YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR 
NEGLIGENCE OR UNDER STRICT LIABILITY, OR FOR BREACH OF 
WARRANTY OR CONTRACT, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO INDIRECT, 
CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, EVEN IF YOU GIVE 
NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. If you discover a Defect in 
this e-text within 90 days of receiving it, you can receive a refund of the money (if any) 
you paid for it by sending an explanatory note within that time to the person you received 
it from. If you received it on a physical medium, you must return it with your note, and 
such person may choose to alternatively give you a replacement copy. If you received it 
electronically, such person may choose to alternatively give you a second opportunity to 
receive it electronically. THIS E-TEXT IS OTHERWISE PROVIDED TO YOU "AS-
IS". NO OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARE 
MADE TO YOU AS TO THE E-TEXT OR ANY MEDIUM IT MAY BE ON, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  In other words, use this free CD at 
your own risk.  I will, of course, replace it if for some reason it doesn’t work. 

 These CD texts are an experiment.  I discussed them with some of my classes 
before I introduced the CDs.  Students were enthusiastic and optimistic about the 
possibilities of e-texts in advance of the experiment, and they have been satisfied with the 
reality so far.  The worst problem to this point (This is the fourth year.) is that two 
students were unable to access the CD with their computers. These CD texts are at once 
the most complete and least expensive texts I’ve ever used.  I thought it was worth paying 
for the CDs myself to make it all simpler (and legally easier to arrange).  Please feel free 
to help me out this semester with comments and suggestions.  Note:  If you want to use 
these works as a teacher in a class of your own, please do not copy them from this CD but 
go back to the sources (I’ll provide them) and make sure that your use is within the legal 
boundaries. 

 If you feel disappointed that you haven’t been able to pay for all of your texts in 
this class, you might want to send money to the people who make such things possible.  I 
especially recommend  Sacred Texts Archive (which isn’t tax deductible but will sell you 
a CD with lots of books on it) at http://www.sacred-texts.com/donate.htm and Project 



Gutenberg (which is tax deductible) Send a check or money order (any currency) to: 
Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, 809 N. 1500 W., Salt Lake City, Utah, 
84116.  Baen’s Free Library will also cheerfully accept contributions. 
 
For departmental goals, objectives, requirements, and course description visit: 
http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%202230.pdf 
 
For information on DSC disability resources visit: http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/ 
 
For information on H1N1 flu visit: http://new.dixie.edu/flu/index.php 
 
For information on Dmail visit: http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/dmail.php 
 
For information on drop date, finals dates,  and other useful dates visit: 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2010 
 
For information on DSC Writing Center visit: http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 
For information on the Testing Center visit: http://www.dixie.edu/testing/index.php 
 
For library information visit: http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
For DSC attendance policy visit: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
For DSC plagiarism definition and for information on consequences of plagiarism visit: 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/mlastyle/Plagiarism.htm 
 
Some Free Software Recommendations that You May Safely Ignore:  Follow My 
Inexpert Advice at Your Own Risk 
 
Almost any text reading device, even the lowliest Microsoft Notepad, will read text files 
successfully.  But if you’d like a high quality word processor for free (that will emulate 
Microsoft and other expensive things), try www.OpenOffice.org or just type Open Office 
into your browser. Google Pack has Adobe Reader, which, of course, you should 
download if you don’t already have it.  And, of course, you can get Adobe Reader in 
many other places.  An even better reader for text files than a word processor is the 
Mobipocket Reader.  It’s free at 
http://www.mobipocket.com/en/downloadsoft/productdetailsreader.asp or just look for 
mobipocket.com  The Mobi changes your files, so you would have to keep two of 
everything if you wanted the freedom to search, cut, and paste that generally comes with 
text files, but since your original is on a CD, you would have two files anyway.  Finally, 
if you’d like someone (or more accurately something) to read your books to you, try CFS 
Technologies’ Speakonia.  It’s free, and once you get past the impression that Stephen 
Hawking has dropped in for a visit, the voice can be effective.  Type in Speakonia or try 
http://www.cfs-technologies.com/home/  Warning:  One of Speakonia’s traits is that it 
reads out anything you highlight.  If you forget you have the thing on and then highlight 
something, the result can be mildly unsettling. 
 



Alas, the Kindle isn’t free yet, and even its clones (such as BeBook) are expensive.  
However, they’re getting to be less expensive by the minute as the Nook and Kindle slug 
it out.  The latest, cheapest Kindle (with only Wi-Fi capability, not 3G and Wi-Fi) is 
$139. 
 
 
Reading Lists 
 
Readings for Test I 
 

• From The Argonautica 
 
Books 2, 3, and 4.  You may skip any long lists of people or things. 
 

• Medea by Euripides 
 

• From Ovid’s Metamorphoses  
 
Book I  
Book II Phaeton’s Ride 
Book III Actaeon, Echo and Narcissus 
Book IV Mars and Venus 
Book VI Arachne, Niobe and Latona 
Book VII 
Book VIII 
Book X Orpheus and Eurydice, Pygmalion, Venus and Adonis 
Book XI The Death of Orpheus, Midas, The Building of Troy 
 

 
 
 

• From Fairy Tales of the Russians and Other Slavs 
 
“Little Phillip” 
“Vassilissa the Beautiful” 
 
 
Readings for Test II 
 

• From Ovid’s Metamorphoses 
 
Book XIII Ajax and Ulysses 
 

• From Homer’s Iliad 
 
Books I, XXIII, and XXIV 



 
• Homer’s Odyssey 

 
• Bulfinch’s “Norse Mythology” in The Age of Fable 

 
• Native American Stories 

 
“Coyote Dances with the Stars” 
“Raven Steals the Light” 
“Coyote Kills Terrible Monster” 
 
Readings for Test III 
 

• From Malory 
 
The Table or Rubrysshe of the Content of Chapters 
 
The First Book of King Arthur. 
How Uther Pendragon sent for the duke of Cornwall and Igraine his 
    wife, and of their departing suddenly again. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chap. i. 
How Uther Pendragon made war on the duke of Cornwall, and 
    how by the mean of Merlin he lay by the duchess and gat 
    Arthur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chap. ii. 
Of the birth of King Arthur and of his nurture . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chap. iii. 
And of the death of King Uther Pendragon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chap. iv. 
And how Arthur was chosen king, and of wonders and marvels of a 
    sword taken out of a stone by the said Arthur. . . . . . . . . . . . . Chap. v. 
How King Arthur pulled out the sword divers times. . . . . . . . . . . . .Chap. vi. 
How King Arthur was crowned, and how he made officers. . . . . . . . . . Chap. vii. 
How King Arthur held in Wales, at a Pentecost, a great feast, and 
    what kings and lords came to his feast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chap. viii. 
Of the first war that King Arthur had, and how he won the field 
     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chap. ix. 
 
How twelve knights came from Rome and asked truage for this land of 
   Arthur, and how Arthur fought with a knight . Chap. xxiii. 
How Merlin saved Arthur's life, and threw an enchantment on King 
   Pellinore and made him to sleep . . . Chap. xxiv. 
How Arthur by the mean of Merlin gat Excalibur his sword of the Lady of 
   the Lake . . . . . Chap. xxv. 
How tidings came to Arthur that King Rience had overcome eleven kings, 
   and how he desired Arthur's beard to trim his mantle 
                                         Chap. xxvi. 
How all the children were sent for that were born on May-day, and how 
   Mordred was saved . . . . Chap. xxvii. 
 



Here follow the Chapters of the Third Book. 
 
How King Arthur took a wife, and wedded Guenever, daughter to 
   Leodegrance, King of the Land of Cameliard, with whom he had 
   the Round Table . . . . . Chap. i. 
 
Here follow the Chapters of the Fourth Book. 
How Merlin was assotted and doted on one of the ladies of the lake, and 
   how he was shut in a rock under a stone and there died 
                                           Chap. i. 
 
How Accolon found himself by a well, and he took upon him to do battle 
   against Arthur . . . . Chap. viii. 
Of the battle between King Arthur and Accolon . Chap. ix. 
How King Arthur's sword that he fought with brake, and how he recovered 
   of Accolon his own sword Excalibur, and overcame his enemy . . . . . 
   . Chap. x. 
How Accolon confessed the treason of Morgan le Fays King Arthur's 
   sister, and how she would have done slay him . Chap. Yi. 
 
How Arthur accorded the two brethren, and delivered the twenty knights, 
   and how Sir Accolon died . . Chap. Yii. 
 
How Morgan would have slain Sir Uriens her husband, and how Sir 
   Uwaine her son saved him . . . Chap. xiii. 
How Queen Morgan le Fay made great sorrow f-or the death of Accolon, 
   and how she stole away the scabbard from Arthur . Chap. YiV. 
 
How Morgan le Fay saved a knight that should have been drowned, and 
   how King Arthur returned home again . Chap. xv. 
How the Damosel of the Lake saved King Arthur from a mantle which 
   should have burnt him . . . . Chap. xvi. 
How Sir Gawaine and Sir Uwaine met with twelve fair damosels, and how 
   they complained on Sir Marhaus . . Chap. YVii. 
 
How Sir Marhaus jousted with Sir Gawaine and Sir Uwaine, and 
   overthrew them both . . . . Chap. xviii. 
How Sir Marhaus, Sir Gawaine, and Sir Uwaine met three damosels, and 
   each of them took one . . . Chap. YiX. 
 
Here follow the Chapters of the Eleventh Book 
How Sir Launcelot rode on his adventure, and how he holp a dolorous 
lady from her pain, and how that he fought with a dragon Chap. i. 
 
How Sir Launcelot came to Pelles, and of the Sangreal, and how he 
begat Galahad on Elaine, King Pelles' daughter . Chap. ii. 



 
How Sir Launcelot was displeased when he knew that he had lain by 
Elaine, and how she was delivered of Galahad . Chap. iii. 
 
 
How Sir Bors departed; and how Sir Launcelot was rebuked of Queen 
Guenever, and of his excuse . . . Chap. vi. 
 
How Dame Elaine, Galahad's mother, came in great estate unto 
Camelot, and how Sir Launcelot behaved him there Chap. vii. 
 
How Dame Brisen by enchantment brought Sir Launcelot to Dame 
Elaine's bed, and how Queen Guenever rebuked him Chap. viii. 
 
How Dame Elaine was commanded by Queen Guenever to void the 
court, and how Sir Launcelot became mad . Chap. ix. 
 
Here follow the Chapters of the Nineteenth Book 
How Queen Guenever rode a-Maying with certain knights of the 
Round Table and clad all in green . . Chap. i. 
 
How Sir Meliagrance took the queen and all her knights, which were 
sore hurt in fighting . . . . Chap. ii. 
 
How Sir Launcelot had word how the queen was taken, and how Sir 
Meliagrance laid a bushment for Launcelot . Chap. iii. 
 
How Sir Launcelot's horse was slain, and how Sir Launcelot rode in a 
cart for to rescue the queen . . . Chap. iv. 
 
How Sir Meliagrance required forgiveness of the queen, and how she 
appeased Sir Launcelot; and other matters . Chap. v. 
 
How Sir Launcelot came in the night to the queen and lay with her, and 
how Sir Meliagrance appeached the queen of treason Chap. vi. 
 
How Sir Launcelot answered for the queen, and waged battle against 
Sir Meliagrance; and how Sir Launcelot was taken in a trap Chap. vii. 
 
How Sir Launcelot was delivered out of prison by a lady, and took a 
white courser and came for to keep his day . Chap. viii. 
 
How Sir Launcelot came the same time that Sir Meliagrance abode 
him in the field and dressed him to battle . Chap. ix. 
 



• Read at about this point “The Holy Grail” in Chronicle and Romance: The 
Harvard Classics. 

 
Read also Books XX and XXI from Malory 
 
 

• From Fairy Tales of the Russians and Other Slavs 
 
Read all of “The Legends:  Prince Vladimir and the Great Heroes of Kiev” (297-381). 
 
 
 
Readings for Test IV 
 

• From Fairy Tales of the Russians and Other Slavs 
 
Read all of “The Family in the Forest” except for “The Swan Geese” and “Alenoushka 
and Her Brother.”  You should already have read “Vassilissa the Beautiful” and “Little 
Phillip.” 
 
In “To Go I Know Not Where and Bring Back I Know Not What,” read “Koschei 
Without Death”; “The Dragon and the Prince”; “Goldenhair”; “The Firebird, the Horse of 
Power, and Princess Vassilissa”; “Water of Youth, Water of Life, and Water of Death”; 
“The Nightingale in the Mosque”; “Ivan Tsarevich, the Gray Wolf, and the Fire-Bird”; 
and “The Feather of Bright Finist the Falcon.” 
 
In “The Old Gods,” read “Sadko”; “Yelena the Wise”; “The Vila”; “Pushkin’s Rusalka”; 
“The Three Golden Hairs of Grandfather Allknow”; “The Vila’s Spring”; “Father Frost”; 
and “The Good Ferryman and the Rusalki.” 
 
In “The Undead,” read “Pushkin’s The Tale of Marko”; “The Vampire Bear”; “The She-
Wolf”; “The Vampire and St. Michael”; “The Soldier and the Vampire” and “The 
Vampire.” 

 
 
 

Useful websites for this course: 
 
http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/ashliman.html A web resource with information about folklore from all 
over Europe. This webstite was created by D. L. Ashliman, a noted folklorist and writer. It is one 
of the best collections of folk and fairy tales online.  
 
http://www.sacred-texts.com/This is a collection of folklore, mythology, philosophy, magic, 
religion and so on from various countries and peoples. The texts are available online for free or 
can be purchased on a DVD-ROM.  
 



http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/This website features fairy tales from around the world. The 
site also offers a discussion forum, a blog, and announcements of new fairytale book releases.   
 
 
 
 


