
English 3201-01:  Genre Studies-Folklore 
Fall 2010 / MWF 2:30-3:45 p.m. / 3 credit hours / MC 207 

Professor:  Dr. Ace G. Pilkington 
Office Hours: MWF 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  

T, Th by appointment 
Office:  MC 224 / Office Phone:  652-7809 / E-mail:  dobryniadragon@yahoo.com 

 
An upper division course such as this one should help you understand and control literature.  
Understanding means following the author’s broad strokes and nuances, decoding his or her 
images, and even intuiting those personal, whimsical meanings that are just beyond the horizon 
of public discourse.  Controlling means fitting the work into contexts, literary, historical, cultural, 
aesthetic, philosophical, or political.  Perhaps the ultimate context is your own life and the 
ultimate horizon of understanding is the space inside your head.  An upper division course 
should help you think better, enjoy life more completely, and live in the world more comfortably.  
Why not?  Fifteen weeks is a long time.  If a class is working properly, it should be an 
opportunity, not an obstacle. 

TEXTS: 
• Breaking the Magic Spell: Radical Theories of Folk and Fairy Tales by 

Jack Zipes.  
 

• Fairy Tales of the Russians and Other Slavs (This is available from Amazon.  In 
addition to fairy and folk tales, it also contains prose versions of Russian and 
Ukrainian epic poems.  These are the length of a short story.  They come from the 
Kiev Cycle and are about Prince Vladimir, the Slavic equivalent of King Arthur, 
and the bogatyrs (or heroes) of his court. Also available as an Amazon Kindle 
book for $6.95. You can purchase the Kindle version even if you don’t own a 
Kindle e-book reader. You can read Kindle books on PCs, MACs, Androids, 
BlackBerrys, ipads, and iphones. Here is how: 

 
Go to this address and download the application you wish to use. 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html/ref=amb_link_352814002_3?ie=UTF8&docId=10004
93771&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=center-
6&pf_rd_r=0ESM3C4E383GB5SAZD0S&pf_rd_t=1401&pf_rd_p=1268267022&pf_rd_i=100042631
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• Folklore CD containing over 100 volumes provided free by the Professor. 
  
 
 
GRADES are based on the following: 
 

� 1.  Four tests, each worth one hundred points, which will contain short and long 
essay questions. At least one of the tests will be timed and in-class; the precise 
parameters of the other three will be agreed on during discussions with the class.  

 
� 2.  Essays: Two essays each 1250 words (5 pages), one essay will include scholarly 

sources and demonstrate knowledge of literary critical methods; the other will be 



more open ended and will allow for a freer flow of ideas and a more open 
expression of opinions. Possible range of topics for these essays will be 
determined in class discussions, and students will be given at least one class day 
for essay preparation. The essays should, of course, be typed, double-spaced, and 
correctly punctuated. You should be sure to include a word count. Falsifying the 
word count (or any similarly nefarious activity) will be considered cheating, and 
you will get no points for this assignment.   Each essay is worth 100 points. All 
papers should be submitted via e-mail to the following address 
dobryniadragon@yahoo.com Please paste your papers into the body of the e-mail. DO 
NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS. 

� Extra Credit:  Reading any of the titles on the extra credit book list, writing a 100 
word reaction to it, and discussing it with me is worth 5 points (unless it is 
marked otherwise).  Writing a 500 word paper is worth 5 points for the paper, 
plus 5 points for the book, and no discussion is necessary.  You may earn up to 15 
points of extra credit in this way.  All extra credit must be in two weeks before the 
semester ends. Another extra credit opportunity is to attend a lecture about “Fairy Tales 
of the Russians and Other Slavs” presented by Ace G. Pilkington and Olga A. Pilkington 
as part of the Dixie Forum in the Dunford Auditorium in the Browning Building on 23 
November at noon.  

Attendance:  Although I expect you to attend class, I will not penalize you for a reasonable 
number of absences.  However, at the point when you miss half the class sessions, you also miss 
passing the class.   However, I will certainly make allowances for the H1N1 situation. 
See the various links for endless Dixie State College regulations, but, as they will tell you, the 
instructor’s “requirements are enforced by the college. “ 

NOTE:  Test dates will be announced well in advance, and there will always be a review 
on the class day before the test.   

 
Final Exam is scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 16 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  
 
 

CD TEXT:  
Folklore CD provided by the Professor.  This CD is free, and is probably worth at 
least as much as you’re paying for it.  The CD amounts to a small library of works, 
not just a text.  It contains extra credit material and general background as well as 
what would usually be found in multiple volumes for between sixty and one 
hundred dollars.  If you do not want to use this CD, all of the material is available 
free online, and you may readily acquire it for yourself.  If you do wish to use the CD, 
you must read and accept the following statement.  This one was borrowed mostly 
from Project Gutenberg even though this is not an official Project Gutenberg CD.  The 
issues, however, are the same whether it’s Project Gutenberg, Sacred Texts, Internet 
Archive, or some other provider of public domain texts: 

E-texts such as the ones on this CD are "public domain" works. Among other 
things, this means that no one owns a United States copyright on or for this 
work, so anyone can copy and distribute it in the United States without 



permission and without paying copyright royalties. Special rules apply if you 
wish to copy and distribute an e-text under the Project's "PROJECT 
GUTENBERG" trademark. This CD does not use that trademark. Much hard 
work and careful effort goes into the creation of e-texts, but despite these efforts, 
e-texts and any medium they may be on may contain "Defects." Among other 
things, Defects may take the form of incomplete, inaccurate or corrupt data, 
transcription errors, a copyright or other intellectual property infringement, a 
defective or damaged disk or other e-text medium, a computer virus, or 
computer codes that damage or cannot be read by your equipment. LIMITED 
WARRANTY; DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES But for the "Right of Replacement 
or Refund" described below, [1] E-text providers and the providers of this CD 
disclaim all liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal fees, 
and [2] YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE OR UNDER STRICT 
LIABILITY, OR FOR BREACH OF WARRANTY OR CONTRACT, INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR 
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY 
OF SUCH DAMAGES. If you discover a Defect in this e-text within 90 days of 
receiving it, you can receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by 
sending an explanatory note within that time to the person you received it from. 
If you received it on a physical medium, you must return it with your note, and 
such person may choose to alternatively give you a replacement copy. If you 
received it electronically, such person may choose to alternatively give you a 
second opportunity to receive it electronically. THIS E-TEXT IS OTHERWISE 
PROVIDED TO YOU "AS-IS". NO OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARE MADE TO YOU AS TO THE E-TEXT OR ANY 
MEDIUM IT MAY BE ON, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES 
OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  In 
other words, use this free CD at your own risk.  I will, of course, 
replace it if for some reason it doesn’t work. 

 These CD texts are an experiment.  I discussed them with some of my 
classes before I introduced the CDs.  Students were enthusiastic and optimistic 
about the possibilities of e-texts in advance of the experiment, and they have 
been satisfied with the reality so far.  The worst problem to this point (This is the 
fourth year.) is that two students were unable to access the CD with their 
computers. These CD texts are at once the most complete and least expensive 
texts I’ve ever used.  I thought it was worth paying for the CDs myself to make it 
all simpler (and legally easier to arrange).  Please feel free to help me out this 
semester with comments and suggestions.  Note:  If you want to use these works 
as a teacher in a class of your own, please do not copy them from this CD but go 



back to the sources (I’ll provide them) and make sure that your use is within the 
legal boundaries. 

 If you feel disappointed that you haven’t been able to pay for all of your texts in 
this class, you might want to send money to the people who make such things possible.  I 
especially recommend  Sacred Texts Archive (which isn’t tax deductible but will sell you 
a CD with lots of books on it) at http://www.sacred-texts.com/donate.htm and Project 
Gutenberg (which is tax deductible) Send a check or money order (any currency) to: 
Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, 809 N. 1500 W., Salt Lake City, Utah, 
84116.  Baen’s Free Library will also cheerfully accept contributions. 

 
  
NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 
 

95-100  = A 
90-94    = A- 
86-89    = B+ 
83-85    = B 
80-82    = B- 
76-79    = C+ 
73-75    = C 
70-72    = C- 
66-69    = D+ 
63-65    = D 
60-62    = D- 
0-59      = F 

 
 
Useful websites for this course: 
 
http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/ashliman.html A web resource with information about 
folklore from all over Europe. This webstite was created by D. L. Ashliman, a 
noted folklorist and writer. It is one of the best collections of folk and fairy tales 
online.  
 
http://www.sacred-texts.com/This is a collection of folklore, mythology, philosophy, magic, 
religion and so on from various countries and peoples. The texts are available online for free or 
can be purchased on a DVD-ROM.  
 
http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/This website features fairy tales from around the world. The 
site also offers a discussion forum, a blog, and announcements of new fairytale book releases.   
 
 
 
For departmental goals, objectives, requirements, and course description visit: 
http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%202230.pdf 
 
For information on DSC disability resources visit: http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/ 
 
For information on H1N1 flu visit: http://new.dixie.edu/flu/index.php 



 
For information on Dmail visit: http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/dmail.php 
 
For information on drop date, finals dates,  and other useful dates visit: 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2010 
 
For information on DSC Writing Center visit: http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 
For information on the Testing Center visit: http://www.dixie.edu/testing/index.php 
 
For library information visit: http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
For DSC attendance policy visit: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
For DSC plagiarism definition and for information on consequences of plagiarism visit: 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/mlastyle/Plagiarism.htm 
 
 
Some Free Software Recommendations that You May Safely Ignore:  Follow My 
Inexpert Advice at Your Own Risk 
 
Almost any text reading device, even the lowliest Microsoft Notepad, will read text files 
successfully.  But if you’d like a high quality word processor for free (that will emulate 
Microsoft and other expensive things), try www.OpenOffice.org or just type Open Office 
into your browser. Google Pack has Adobe Reader, which, of course, you should 
download if you don’t already have it.  And, of course, you can get Adobe Reader in 
many other places.  An even better reader for text files than a word processor is the 
Mobipocket Reader.  It’s free at 
http://www.mobipocket.com/en/downloadsoft/productdetailsreader.asp or just look for 
mobipocket.com  The Mobi changes your files, so you would have to keep two of 
everything if you wanted the freedom to search, cut, and paste that generally comes with 
text files, but since your original is on a CD, you would have two files anyway.  Finally, 
if you’d like someone (or more accurately something) to read your books to you, try CFS 
Technologies’ Speakonia.  It’s free, and once you get past the impression that Stephen 
Hawking has dropped in for a visit, the voice can be effective.  Type in Speakonia or try 
http://www.cfs-technologies.com/home/  Warning:  One of Speakonia’s traits is that it 
reads out anything you highlight.  If you forget you have the thing on and then highlight 
something, the result can be mildly unsettling. 
 
Alas, the Kindle isn’t free yet, and even its clones (such as BeBook) are expensive.  
However, they’re getting to be less expensive by the minute as the Nook and Kindle slug 
it out.  The latest, cheapest Kindle (with only Wi-Fi capability, not 3G and Wi-Fi) is 
$139. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


