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SYLLABUS—ENGLISH 2010-29   (CRN 23704)  Spring 2012 
 MW 1:00-2:15 P.M.---UPLAZB 201B 
   
 
College Catalog Description:  Intermediate Writing: Selected Topics    Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. 
Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic papers, including the research supported essay, through writing and revising a 
number of essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of 
advanced level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in 
correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 
1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled).3 lecture hours per week. 
 
 
 GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION  

English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the basic essay-writing skills studied in English 1010. Students will 
increase their capacity to think clearly and independently, learn to order their thinking, and communicate knowledge and 
ideas more skillfully. Students will receive training in the skills necessary for written communication demands in college, on 
the job, and as citizens. To reach those objectives, the course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, edit, and revise. 
The course will emphasize source-supported writing and library research. Students will put into practice the information 
literacy skills covered in LIB 1010. Usage and mechanics will be addressed when writing assignments and tests show 
deficiencies.  

 
Texts: Stolarek, Elizabeth, and Larry Juchartz. Classical Techniques and Contemporary Arguments, 2007 ed.; Reber, Ed, 

comp. Research Paper Guide, Jan. 2011 ed. 
 

Specific Objectives of the Course: 
 
Writing Objectives 
 
 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

• Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose 
• Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting, 

revising, and proofreading. 
• Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, arrangement, and 

presentation of material. 
• Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, pronouns, synonyms, topic 

sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 
• Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 
• Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 

development, and set the tone. 
• Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an end, and when necessary 

restate the thesis or summarize key points. 
• Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
• Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, and are joined by 

appropriate transitions. 
• Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 
• Use concise and precise language. 
• Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
• Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise expression. 
• Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs. 
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• Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 
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• Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety. 
• Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 
• Recognize and avoid jargon. 
• Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
• Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
Reading and Thinking Objectives 
 

 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to 
• Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. 
• Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of electronic databases 

available for research. 
• Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 
• Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, and research paper 

format. 
• Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas. 
• Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper. 

 
WRITING REQUIREMENTS  

Students will submit 2-3 short papers (2100 words total) that demonstrate the foregoing principles. Papers may be assigned in 
genres such as persuasion, pro-con, cause-effect, analysis, and classification. Rhetorically, the emphasis will be on analysis and 
persuasion. Narration and description genre papers will not be assigned. There will be periodic evaluation and revision of work in 
progress. Students will also submit at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible 
sources In addition, students will produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources. Including the shorter essays, in-class 
work, and the research paper, typically, students will write 4500-6000 words.  

 
Disabilities 
If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact 
the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will 
receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516  
 
Sexual Harassment Policy:  

DSC's policy against sexual harassment protects both employees of the College as well as students. Under Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, students who encounter sexual harassment from other students are protected. If you 
encounter unlawful sexual harassment or gender based discrimination, please talk to your professor or another administrator.  
 

Failed Class Attendance: 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be 
found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s 
class schedule. 
  
PLAGIARISM: Any student who submits work that is not his or her own will fail the course.  Plagiarized work includes "borrowed" 
papers, and it also includes papers that contain material from books, periodicals, etc. that is not given a reference.  
  
You must avoid the practice of taking ideas or quotes from books, periodicals, or encyclopedias without telling the reader 
where such data came. In particular, be aware that paraphrased ideas must still be cited.  While teachers in some classes may 
have overlooked such plagiarism, it is considered a grave offense in serious research writing. 

  
This does not mean that you cannot supplement your writing with data from other sources: indeed, the course is intended to teach you 
to research and support your positions with ideas from authorities.  But you must develop good habits of note taking which include  
not only writing down the ideas you like but also the author's name, title of the work, date, page, and so on. 

 
A common form of plagiarism happens when students actually cite information, but fail to put quotes around words copied verbatim. 

 
At Dixie College, and at other colleges and universities, the consequences of plagiarism are that you fail the assignment, and in 
some cases, the entire course. See the DSC Policy in the 2010-2011 College Catalog below:  

 
“4C. Student Academic Conduct 
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In order to ensure that the highest standards of academic conduct are promoted and supported at the College, students must adhere to 
generally accepted standards of academic honesty, including but not limited to, refraining from cheating, plagiarizing, falsification, 
misrepresentation, and/or inappropriately colluding or collaborating. The College shall consistently hold students accountable for 
instances of academic dishonesty and apply appropriate consequences. 
Definitions for some types of academic misconduct follow: 
i. Cheating: Includes but is not limited to using unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise; failing to 
observe the expressed procedures or instructions of an academic exercise; substituting for or impersonating someone else during a test 
or exam or other fraud; or receiving the content of a test or exam before it is administered. 
ii. Plagiarism: Includes but is not limited to the use of another's words or ideas as if they were one's own, including, but not limited to, 
representing, either with the intent to deceive or by the omission of the true source, part of or an entire work produced by someone 
other than the student, obtained by purchase or otherwise, as the student's original work or representing the identifiable but altered 
ideas, data, or writing of another person as if those ideas, data, or writing were the student's original work. 
iii. Inappropriate Collaboration or Collusion: Includes but is not limited to unauthorized or inappropriate collaboration between 
students or between a student and any other person when individual work is required. 
iv. Multiple Submissions: Includes but is not limited to the resubmission by a student of any work which has been previously 
submitted for credit in identical or similar form in one course to fulfill the requirements of a second course, without the informed 
permission / consent of the instructor of the second course; or the submission by a student of any work submitted for credit in identical 
or similar form in one course to fulfill the requirements of a concurrent course, without the permission / consent of the instructors of 
both courses. 
v. Falsification / Fabrication / Misrepresentation: Includes but is not limited to the intentional and unauthorized invention of any 
data, information, or citation in an academic activity. 
vi. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty: Includes but is not limited to knowingly helping another student commit an act of academic 
misconduct or failing to report another student for academic misconduct. 
vii. Coercion Regarding Grading or Evaluation of Coursework: Includes but is not limited to issuing threats or offering favors or 
bribes toward an instructor to coerce the instructor to change a grade or otherwise evaluate the student’s work by criteria not directly 
reflective of coursework. 
viii. Copyright Violation: Includes but is not limited to copyright and other violations of the College’s Computer Use Policy 6-53 and 
Use of IT Resources Policy. Such matters are adjudicated under the Student Behavioral Conduct section of this code. 
A student who engages in academic misconduct may be subject to academic sanctions identified below. Sanctions may also include 
community service, a written reprimand, and/or a written statement of misconduct that can be put into an appropriate record 
maintained for purposes of the profession or discipline for which the student is preparing.”  
 
For more explanations of plagiarism, go to the Research Paper Guide, “Recognizing and Avoiding Plagiarism.”) 
 
Academic Support Services: 

 
Tutoring Writing Center Library Computer Center Testing 

Center 
Tutoring services are provided 
for all registered DSC students 
and is available for all subjects. 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ind

ex.htm 
 

The writing center is in 
the Browning Learning 

Center. The online 
writing center can be 

accessed at 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

 

Online help for the 
Browning Library can 

be accessed at: 
http://new.dixie.edu/lib

rary/index.php 

The Smith Computer 
Center is available for 

students who need 
technology services to 
complete homework 

assignments and 
research for any 

course on campus. 
 Check at the facility 

for time schedule. 
Location: Avenna Ctr. 

The hours and 
location are 

posted online 
at 

http://new.dixi
e.edu/testing/i

ndex.php 
 

 
 
Writing Center  
Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing assignments in all 
courses. The Writing Center’s mission is to help writers improve their composition assignments through a process of invention, 
writing and revision. The Writing Center is not a proofreading service, but is instead staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, 
instructions and tips to help you improve your assignments. The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Learning 
resource Center. Call 652-7743 or visit http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to sign-up for an appointment. While the 
Writing Center does accept walk-in writers, appointments are strongly recommended, particularly during high-traffic weeks such as 
mid-terms and the days leading to finals. 
 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
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While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing Lab (OWL), which can be accessed at 
owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an attachment to this site; tutors review the paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If 
you use this service, allow a few days for your paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, you should not wait 
until Thursday night to submit the paper to the Writing Center. 
 
Dmail 
You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college information will be sent to your dmail account, 
including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and 
other information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to 
www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and 
click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner). 
 
Class Conduct: 

You are expected to respect the ideas of others in the class. Critical thinking can only take place when you carefully consider 
others’ ideas as well as your own. Practice dialectical thinking in an effort to see the weaknesses and strengths in your own 
and others’ perspectives.  The classroom is not for sleeping, eating, conversing with friends, texting, or working on 
assignments for other classes. Such behaviors suggest to me that you do not wish to participate in the class; hence, you may 
be asked to leave. If so, you will be considered absent. Please turn off cell phones and beepers during class time. 
 
Please plan your schedule so that you can arrive on time and stay for the entire class period. In addition to lowered grades on 
assignments due at the beginning of class, repeated late arrivals or early departures will be treated as absences. 

 
Disruptive Behavior Policy:  If your conduct in class affects the learning atmosphere of the class, the instructor reserves the right to 
drop you from the class.  This will happen using the following procedure: 
 

a. Verbal warning that your behavior is negatively affecting the class 
b. Written warning that you are negatively affecting the class 
c. Removal from the class.  The instructor will inform the student in writing of this, along with contact information for 

a supervisor of the instructor so the student can appeal if desired. 
 
Assignments and Exams:  In-class quizzes and writings may not be made up. They are intended to reward attendance and class 
participation. Any exams also may not be made up. Trips, vacations, cruises, family reunions, flights, etc., should NOT be scheduled 
in conflict with exams or other in-class writings or activities. Please look at the college and class schedule before making 
arrangements to be absent. 
 
Essays are due at the beginning of class for which they are scheduled. If you come in late with a paper you have just finished writing 
or printing, the essay is considered late and will be marked down one full grade. Essays that are a week late will fail. Keep in mind 
that technology is not always reliable. Make sure that your printer has ink and that you have your assignments saved in at least two, 
preferably three, places: a disc, home hard drive (if you have one), and the DSC server. (Emailing drafts to yourself is a handy way to 
keep a copy accessible.) Make certain that work done at home will be compatible with college computers and printers. 
 
GRADING* 
 
Papers and Points 
70% of Course Grade 

Writing Steps and Processes & Points 
20% of Course Grade 

Quizzes, In-class 
writings, etc. 

10% of Course Grade
Essay 1 100 Essay 1 Drafts, critiques, revisions –Ap. 40 

points 
Ap. 80 points 

Essay 2 100 Essay 2    “ “           “ “  
Essay 3 200 Essay 3   
Essay 4 70 Essay 4   
Essay 5 100 Essay 5   
           
*The percentages above are the general rule. However, attendance and participation or the lack thereof may 
affect the final course grade. 

  
A: 94-100 A-: 90-93 B+: 87-89 B: 84-86 B-: 80-83 
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C+: 78-79 C: 74-77 C-: 70-73 D+: 67-69 D: 64-66  
D-: 60-63 F: 0-59 
 
Many important dates are noted in the Course Outline below.  The link below leads to more dates as well as links to the 
library, the computer lab, the Disability Resource Center, the IT help Desk, the OWL, the Testing Center, the Tutoring 
Center,  and the Writing Center. Please check the site often. In addition, watch for messages from me or the school from 
Dmail. 
 
<http://new.dixie.edu/ reg/syllabus>.] 
 
 

Tentative Outline of the Course 
This calendar is subject to change, based on the needs of the class.  Items listed on the calendar are due at the beginning of 

class.  For example, everything listed on Jan 11th  is due at the beginning of class on Jan. 11th.  
 

DATE DISCUSSION/LECTURE/READINGS ASSIGNMENTS DUE
Week 1 
Jan 9 m 
 

First class day;  discuss requirements of the 
course, text, grading, roll, class policies, etc. 
 
Discuss the writing process, argumentation, and 
analysis 
Pre-test 
 
 
 

 

Jan 11 w Appendices 1 & 2:  Assign Essay # 1: Rhetorical 
Analysis: Read  Pp.24-34 in our text     ( Classical 
Techniques and Contemporary Arguments) 
 Claims, support, structure and style 
The Communication Triangle (rhetorical stance) 
 
Last day to add w/out a signature 

 
 

Week 2 
Jan 16 m 

Holiday  

18 w Text: 34-40, Ethos, Pathos, and Logos;  
The rule of charity and the rule of Socratic 
humility 
BBPPT (These are PowerPoints found in 
Blackboard): Rhetoric&Argument & Writing 
Effective Arguments 
Drop/Audit fee begins 

Inclass Writing: Describe the ethos, pathos, 
and logos in Bykofsky’s essay (Pp. 37-39) 
 
Bring an summary of the key points made in 
the two PowerPoint presentations in 
Blackboard (2-3 pages—30 points) 

Week 3 
Jan 23 m 

Text 47-49, 51-53 Due: Identify (in writing) examples of Ethos, 
Pathos, and Logos in Arntson’s essay. Which 
claims are most effective? (2-3 pages) 
Review Firmage’s essay on polygamy and the 
law. 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus
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DATE DISCUSSION/LECTURE/READINGS ASSIGNMENTS DUE
25 w Assumptions, biases, and critical thinking; Peer 

reviews and critiques. 
In Blackboard, read “Peer Review of Rhetorical 
Analysis” in the “Week 2” folder. This describes 
your task as you write a peer review of a 
classmate’s essay. 
 
 Peer Review assignments 
 

Draft of Essay # 1 (Rhetorical Analysis) is 
due—Bring 3 typed copies of your essay. (See 
Appendix 1 of this syllabus to see the correct 
format of your essay.) 

Week 4 
Jan 30 m 
 

Revision Process: Thesis, structure, ethos, logical 
support (sufficient, reasonable, relevant) 
BBPPT:  Parts of Speech; Clauses 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences  
 
Jan. 31st is the last day to drop w/out a”W” grade; 
last day for refund 

 Peer Reviews of Essay 1 due—Bring 2 copies 
of your peer review paper. 
 

Feb. 1 w Instructor Reviews 
BBPPT: Run-ons; Semicolons 
Courses dropped for non payment 
Feb. 3rd   is the last day to add classes 

Revised draft of Essay # 1 due—bring a copy 
for your instructor; keep a copy for you to 
work on. Highlight changes from your first 
draft. 
Also bring a paper summarizing the peer 
suggestions and the ways you sought to 
improve the essay. 
 

Week 5 
Feb 6  m 
 

 I will return the drafts to you for further revision 
Text, 62-75:The dialectic and the structure of an 
argument; Argumentative propositions; Charity, 
definitions, and Socratic humility in Nagel’s 
Argument 
 

A pro-con grid of a topic (in-class) 
 
Argumentative propositions (in-class—p. 67) 

8 w Appendix 3: Assign Essay # 2: A source-
supported argument ;                                               
Text, 99-103: Using the dialectic to organize 
topics; Doxa and the dialectic 
BBPPT: SubjVerbAgr; PronAntAgr 
 

Final draft of Essay # 1 due 
Submit your final draft along with earlier 
drafts in a manila folder.  Put the final draft 
on top with the earlier drafts attached with a 
paper clip. 

Week 6 
Feb 13 m 

Text, 242-49; BBPPT: Bibformat 
Syllabus, 3-4; RPG (Research Paper Guide), 3-5; 
Handout: Parallelism  
RPG (Research Paper Guide), 27-38;  Research 
and in-text citations; BBPPT:Parenthetical Doc 
and Works Cited 
Text, 197-209, Topoi or rhetorical strategies 

 

15 w RPG, 6-26;  MLA bibliographic citations; 
BBPPT: WorksCited  

Tentative Works Cited page; some notes with 
appropriate  source data 

Week 7 
Feb 20 m 

Holiday  

22 w Peer Review Assignments 
Text, 213-16, Logic and fallacies;  

Draft of Essay # 2 is due (Source-supported 
essay)—Bring 3 copies 
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DATE DISCUSSION/LECTURE/READINGS ASSIGNMENTS DUE
Week 8 
Feb 27 m 

BBPPT: Logic & Fallacies 
 

Peer reviews of Essay # 2 due—Bring 2 copies 
of your critique of the essay; Fallacies (con’t.) 

Feb 29 w Instructor Reviews (some in class) 
BBPPT: Commas; Colon Usage 
Handouts on sentence elements, subordination, 
and coordination 
 
March 2nd is the last day to DROP/AUDIT classes 

Revised draft of Essay # 2 due—bring a copy 
for your instructor; keep a copy for you to 
work on. Highlight changes from your first 
draft. 
Also bring a paper summarizing the peer 
suggestions and the ways you sought to 
improve the essay. 

Week 9 
Mar 5 m 

I will return the drafts to you for further revision 
 

Completed sheets on sentence elements, 
subordination, and coordination 

7 w Appendix 4 (both pages): Assign Research 
Paper; Research, topics, techniques, and steps 
BBPPT: Note Cards 
 

Final draft of Essay # 2 due; submit in a 
manila folder with earlier drafts as you did 
with Essay # 1 

Week 10 
Mar 12-
16 

Spring Break  

Week 11 
Mar 19 m 

MLA style review: Peer-reviewed sources; 
evaluating internet sources; Annotated Works 
Cited task; Handout 
BBPPT: Introductory tags 

 

21 w RPG, 39-40;  Text, 261-69;  
BBPPT:  Using Source Data Handout on 
Integrating source data; Peer Review of Annotated 
Works Cited; Assign Bibl. Exercise 

Annotated Works Cited due (at least six 
sources) 
 
Write down your name and topic on a 3 X 5 
card or a slip of paper and hand it in to me. 

Week 12 
Mar 26 m 

Sentence Variety: passive, cumulative and 
periodic sentences 

Final draft of Annotated Works Cited—10 
Points; 
12 Preliminary Bibliography Cards—10 points

28 w Text, 276-90: The completed Research Paper; 
keep in mind that the MLA bibliographic style in 
our main text is not correct; the Research Paper 
Guide has the correct style. 
 

Research notes with correct parenthetical 
documentation; 
Fifty Note cards—10 Points; Bibl. Exercise 
due 

Week 13 
Apr 2 m 

Outlining: Two examples can be found in 
Blackboard, Week 13 
(Note:  Students must show evidence of research in 
progress.  If I do not see the preliminary bibliography 
and note cards, sentence outline,  and other steps of 
preparation at or very near the due dates, I will not 
accept the final research paper.  
Students must attend regularly during the  research 
steps, and they must check off the research steps as they 
are due. A student who does not show me that he or she is  
completing the steps of research but hands in a paper 
when it is due will fail the paper; that means will the 
student will also fail the course.)   
 

Con-pro grid of the main points related to your 
essay: applying the dialectic; Integrating 
Source data exercise due 
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DATE DISCUSSION/LECTURE/READINGS ASSIGNMENTS DUE
4 w Explain to a classmate what your thesis is and 

explain how the outline you have developed lends 
itself to your rhetorical aims in the essay.  
A PowerPoint review of a research paper format 
can be found in Blackboard, Week 13 
Last day for a complete withdrawal 

Sentence outline due—10 Points  

Week 14 
Apr 9 m 

In-class peer review of Research Paper 
Check List for Research Essay 
 [ ] I have both print and electronic sources 
 [ ] I have enough information about some sources to make 
effective introductory tags 
 [ ] I have most of my electronic sources from the college’s 
subscription databases 
 [ ] I have information about the opposing view 
 [ ] I plan on using at least 10-15 different sources 
 [ ] I do not plan to use more than three sources from 
anthologies 

First draft of Research  Paper due—10 Points 

11 w Appendices 5 & 6:  Assign Literary Analysis 
Paper (This will include two essays: the first 
will be a biographical essay on the two poets: 
the second essay will be an analysis of tone and 
theme in the two poems; this will be written 
during our Final Exam.) 
Distribute poems; Introduction to “Elements of 
Literature” resource found in Blackboard 

Final draft of Research  Paper due 
Oral Reports on Research Paper 

Week 15 
Apr 16 m 

Sources for literature research—Appendix 6 
(found in our syllabus on in Blackboard, weeks 14 
& 15. Blackboard also has a guide to using the 
MLA style with the Literature Resource Center 
and Project Muse. 
 

Oral Reports on Research Paper 

18 w Group discussions of two poetic works 
General review 
Tone  

 

Week 16 
Apr 23 m 

(See Week 16 in Blackboard for a set of definitions of 
“Tone”; The Language of Literature document will 
help you identify the various rhetorical devices used in 
poetry.) 
 
(In the “Reserve” section of the Library {front desk}, 
you will find several books with names such as 
“writing essays or themes about literature”; they will 
guide you in writing.) 

Literary Essay, Part A:  Brief Biographical 
essay on the poets: this will be a source-
supported essay with at least 4 sources. Use 
the credible resources such as Literature 
Resource Center, Project Muse, and the 
Victorian Web we covered earlier in class; 
do not rely on simple web searches in 
Google or other general search engines. 
(Approximately 3 pages.) 

25 w Last class day; Post test  
Final 
Exam 

April 30th (Monday)  12-2:00 P.M. 
Smith Computer Center 

Literary Essay, Part B: This final essay, the 
literary analysis of tone and theme in the 
two poems, will be written during the 2-
hour final exam period. 

 
 



 
Appendix 1:  Paper Format: 

 Paper Format: 
Standard MLA format will be required for all final drafts.  All final drafts must be typed and double-
spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font. Papers should be left-justified. 
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Submit your final drafts along with earlier drafts in a manila folder.  Put the final draft on top. Secure each 
separate draft with a paper clip.  

Last name  (page #) 
 
First and last name         
Professor Reber 
English 2010-(sec #) 
Date of final Revision 
 

Title 
 
The body of your essay should be evenly double-spaced, with no extra spaces between 

paragraphs. 

Header. 
      Double-spaced. 
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Appendix 2:  Essay Assignment # 1:  Rhetorical Analysis 

In 3-4 double-spaced pages (750-1000 words total), write an essay in which you carefully analyze the chosen 
author’s argument and rhetorical strategies.  Keep in mind that your task is not to say whether you agree, or 
disagree, with the author’s argument.  Nor will you evaluate the argument.  Rather, your task is to describe how 
the author attempted to persuade her particular readers of an opinion. 

Completing this essay requires taking your essay through the entire writing process: reading, taking notes, 
rereading, brainstorming, rereading, organizing your ideas, rereading, drafting, editing, peer reviewing, and 
revising . . . and perhaps further revising.   

Audience and Purpose 

As you might already know, rhetoric is all about argumentation, or the ways people negotiate their differences 
through reasoning, language, and other modes of communication and thought.  The philosopher Aristotle even 
called rhetoric “the art of persuasion” – an art in the sense that one could both study it and practice it. A 
rhetorician is one who carefully constructs an argument.  A rhetorician is also someone who carefully analyzes 
other people’s arguments, often with the goal of helping people who hold different opinions understand one 
another. In rhetorical analysis, there is a fairly even balance of  3 skills: critical thinking, reading, and writing 

In writing this essay, consider yourself a rhetorician. 

Imagine that the audience for your analysis essay will be readers who are looking to you for a detailed but also 
neutral analysis of the argument at hand. Assume your readers are generally informed about the issue being 
debated, but they are not familiar with this author’s particular argument.  Your purpose is to provide your 
readers with an informative and well-written explanation of how the argument works: how and why the author 
uses certain rhetorical strategies to achieve certain effects, and how the author’s intended audience might 
respond to these rhetorical strategies.    

Given your role as a rhetorician, your readers trust you to be unbiased and accurate.  Therefore, to maintain 
your neutrality and fairness, you must avoid taking a position on the issue.  You must also avoid responding 
personally to the author’s argument or even evaluating the merits of his/her position.  This is your first major 
challenge in this writing project; it will not be easy; with a topic this emotionally charged, we immediately want 
to respond by either agreeing with the author or by inserting our own opposing arguments. Do not do that. 

The second major challenge is choosing how much to tell your audience about the argument you are analyzing. 
Since your readers mostly want to know how the argument works, there is very little room for summarization; 
your readers do not want to read a book report.  Instead, they need for someone who has carefully read the 
argument to examine (1) how the argument is put together and (2) why the author may have made specific 
rhetorical choices.  This means you will need to focus on the author’s major rhetorical strategies, examining 
key examples in detail.  Below, you will find information about which rhetorical strategies to focus on, 
including steps for analyzing each strategy in a particular order.  

Finally, keep in mind that much of your work analyzing an argument requires you to infer ideas from the 
text, as the author won’t likely spell things out as explicitly or clearly as you will communicate them to 
your audience.  For instance, one of the things you’ll describe in your essay is the author’s central claim.  
However, in many cases anyway, the author won’t explicitly state her central claim anywhere in the 
argument.  Your job, then, is to read (and reread) the entire essay and to consider how best to boil down 
that claim (and the author’s other rhetorical choices) in your own words while accurately representing 
the author’s argument.   
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These are difficult challenges for all writers.  And even college writers can use handy steps and models in 
guiding them through a rhetorical analysis essay, especially if they have never written one before. 

Steps for Analyzing a Print Argument 

Completing the below steps will help you generate ideas to include in your essay.  Each step focuses on a 
particular aspect of the argument you will analyze. Be sure to take notes as you answer the questions for 
each step.  You’ll use these notes when you start drafting your essay, which comes later in the writing 
process.  

Step 1:  Central Claim 

The first three steps focus on the author’s appeals to logos, her line of reasoning.   

After reading the argument a few times and becoming more familiar with it, your first task is to identify the 
author’s position on the issue and central claim.  The author’s general position on the issue is usually pretty easy 
to figure out; oftentimes, it’s as simple as knowing whether they support or oppose something.  The central 
claim, however, can be a little trickier to pin down. 

To determine the author’s central claim, try to answer the following questions: 

• The author makes many claims in this piece, most all in support of her particular position on the issue, but 
which claim does she most want her audience to consider?  In other words, which claim seems the 
foundation on which the other claims are built?  Sometimes this is a particular idea or belief that the author 
most hopes her readers will accept or an action she wants them to take (or to stop taking).   

Step 2:  Supporting Reasons 

If you find it difficult to identify and to describe the author’s supporting reasons, try using the following 
strategy:  

• After you have identified the author’s central claim, imagine you are having a conversation with her, and 
you ask her why she believes this claim.  In response to your question, the author replies, “Because…” 
What is the first thing the author will say?  What would be her next couple of answers?  Of course, be sure 
to refer to the article when answering these questions; otherwise, you run the risk of putting words in her 
mouth.  By answering these questions you should come up with a list of reasons the author offers in support 
of her claim.   

After identifying the author’s main supporting reasons, the next task is to consider ways you can explain to your 
readers very clearly and concisely how the author connects her reasons to her claim.  Completing the next step 
will help you to explain these connections to your readers. 

Step 3:  Evidence 

Once you’ve settled on the author’s central claim and main supporting reasons, reread the argument while 
considering the kinds of evidence she uses to strengthen her argument.  Evidence comes in many forms.  
Moreover, different audiences will value some forms over others.  Some common forms of evidence include 
historical records, legal documents, scientific research and other data, personal experience, expert opinion, and 
narratives.  The list goes on.   
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As you read, answer these questions about the author’s use of evidence: 

• Does the writer provide evidence to support her main reasons? If so, where in the text does she do this?   
• How does the evidence work to support the reasons?  To answer this question, you’ll need to explain how 

the evidence somehow boosts up the reason, making it clearer and more powerful. 
• Considering her audience, does the writer provide enough evidence for each reason?  Are there some 

reasons that the author does not support with evidence?  If so, is it possible that her audience will not require 
evidence because they automatically accept these particular reasons?   

• Does the writer provide enough different kinds of evidence to satisfy her audience?  What other types of 
evidence might they require before being persuaded?  

• Is the evidence that is presented in support of the claims relevant, acceptable, and sufficient? 
 
You’ll want to return to this step after completing step #5 below, which focuses on the intended audience.   

Step 4: Counterarguments and Statement of an Opposing View 

Counterarguments are potential objections to an argument. Writers include counterarguments in their own 
arguments in order to identify fairly and precisely the views of those with whom she does not agree and to 
anticipate objections that readers might have. Writers must first state the counterargument, then make any 
necessary concessions, then offer their own rebuttal.  

Consider these questions as you examine counterarguments: 

Does the author address her opposition’s counterarguments or anticipate objections they might have?  If so, 
does she make any concessions to her opposition, agreeing with some aspect of their position?  Or does she only 
offer rebuttals, disagreeing completely with her opposition? 

Step 5: Intended Audience 

To analyze the author’s argument effectively it’s necessary to understand what primary audience she intends to 
reach.  Therefore, the next step is to examine how the author seems to imagine her intended audience.  To piece 
together an accurate picture of the author’s intended audience, you’ll work from a number of different clues, 
asking the following questions.   

•  If you can, explain where the author’s argument was originally published?  What do we know about this 
publication?  What kind of publication is it?  Who mostly reads it?   

• Does it seem like the author is writing to people who are already knowledgeable about the issue?  Or does 
she seem to assume that her audience is not well informed?  What details from the argument help you to 
determine what the author assumes about her readers’ knowledge?  

• Based on what the author includes in her argument, does she seem to assume that her readers might already 
agree with her?  Or does the author think they need to be convinced?  Again, what details help you come to 
this conclusion? 

• Does the author ever address her audience directly in some way, for instance, in order to request that they 
take some action?  Might she even state explicitly to whom she is writing?  If so, be sure to take note of 
these instances so that you can later describe them to your readers.  
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Step 6:  Appeals to Pathos (Appeals to Emotions and Values) 

Steps 1-3 above focus on how the author uses logical reasoning and evidence, which are only some of her 
strategies for persuading her audience.  The next step is to examine the author’s appeals to pathos: those appeals 
to the readers’ emotions and values that are also crucial to any argument.   

As you reread the argument, try answering these questions to determine how the author tries to connect with her 
audience through these appeals to their emotions and values: 

• Does the author try to evoke emotions (sympathy, outrage, anger, delight, pride, awe, shame, horror, etc.) in 
her audience?  Using examples from the text, explain how.  

• Does the author try to evoke sensations (seeing, hearing, touching, tasting, smelling) in order to make her 
writing vivid and to cause readers to experience things imaginatively?  Using examples from the text, 
explain how.  

• Does the author appeal to values (freedom, justice, tolerance, faith, equality, etc.) that her audience might 
share?  Using examples from the text, explain how. 

Step 7:  Author’s Ethos (Character and Credibility)  

The next step in developing ideas for your essay is to consider how the author tries to establish a particular 
ethos (that is, character and credibility) with her readers.  Every author has an ethos.  For instance, we might say 
that a teacher has the ethos of someone who genuinely cares about his students.  Your task is to describe how 
this particular author tries to come across as someone of good will and good sense – someone who is 
trustworthy, helpful, and knowledgeable. 

Consider the below questions when analyzing the author’s attempts to build her credibility.  As you answer 
these questions, be sure to note details from the text.  

• Does the author seem knowledgeable about the issue at hand?  Where does this knowledge come from?  For 
instance, does she have personal experience with the issue?  (And if so, might this personal experience 
further enhance her credibility, at least with her intended audience?)  

• What credentials does the writer have?  Do they help boost her credibility in discussing this particular topic?    
• Does the author seem personally invested in both the issue and her audience?  Does she take the issue 

seriously?  Does she show respect to her audience?  
• Does the author help her audience to understand her argument?  For instance, does she organize her ideas 

clearly, helping guide her readers through her argument?  And does she explain ideas clearly, including 
terms that readers might not be familiar with? 

• Does the author address her opposition?  Would you describe the author’s attitude to her opposition as 
respectful, disrespectful, playful?  In the end, how might the author’s audience respond to how she 
addresses her opposition?   

• Does the author use an appropriate tone given the nature of the topic, her intended audience, and her 
rhetorical goals?  For instance, is she appropriately serious or lighthearted, angry or humorous? 

 

 

 



14 
 

Step 8:  Style of Writing  

Another thing to consider in any argument is the author’s use of language, or style of writing, which includes 
everything from word choice and humor to the use of creative devices like metaphors, narratives, analogies, 
personal anecdotes, etc.  Most writers will use at least a few of these strategies to capture their readers’ 
imagination and to help convey their ideas.  However, even an author who seems fairly dry and straightforward 
has a style of writing, and one that she has likely developed in order to convey a certain attitude and to achieve 
certain effects.   

Consider the following questions when analyzing the author’s style of writing:  

• Is there anything unique about the author’s style of writing, for instance, her word choice, tone, or use of 
creative devices like metaphors or analogies? 

• Why might the author have included these particular rhetorical strategies in her argument?   
• What effects might she have hoped to achieve?  How did she likely expect her audience to respond? 

Guidelines for Arranging Your Essay 
  
Now that you’ve completed the steps for analyzing a print argument, you should have plenty of notes and thus 
plenty of ideas to include in your essay.  Now you’ll want to organize your ideas on paper.  Remember, your 
goal is to provide your readers a full analysis of the argument.  This means that your essay should include your 
analysis from all of the above steps; however, you will need to decide how to put sections together in some sort 
of logical structure.   
(Much of this essay comes from an assignment given at the University of Texas) 

  
Grading Standards for Essay # 1: 
 

 Effective introduction and thesis 
 Adequate development of all aspects of the thesis 
 Effective transitions and a unified, coherent essay 
 Effective analysis of the likely communication triangle for the essay 
 Effective analysis identifies rhetorical strategies used or not used in the essay, gives examples, 

and explains the purpose and effectiveness to the target audience 
 College-level use of punctuation, usage, spelling, and grammar 
 College level diction and vocabulary that is clear, direct, and interesting 
 Effective logic and avoidance of fallacious reasoning 
 An effective closing 
 Active participation in and contribution to group activities 
 Significant revisions and improvements of drafts 
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Appendix 3: Essay # 2:   Source-Supported Argument 
 
Essay # 2 is to be a source-supported argument. 
 
An argument, as you know, entails selecting a topic on which there are two or more views that could be logically 

argued. Do not select topics that are just a matter of opinion, of taste, or of faith. Questions of that sort make it 
difficult for you to find experts who all of your readers might agree are credible. You must be able to marshal 
arguments that meet the standards of good logic. An argument might aim to convince your readers of the 
credibility of one perspective, it might attempt to argue a cause or causes for something, or it might define a 
problem and argue for a particular solution. 

 
Second, you must also select topics on which experts have written. In addition to your own logic, you should also 

bring in data and arguments from at least 5 experts whose ideas can be used in developing your essay. It is 
wise to select sources that present a variety of perspectives, so your readers can understand clearly what the 
issue is. Most likely, you will need to present necessary background about various perspectives on the issue. 
Unfortunately, it is easy to forget that your readers may not have the background or interest in the topic that you 
do.  

 
Third, remember that you must rely on credible sources to build you argument; therefore, it is important that you 

not simply argue for your gut opinion. Rather, present the strongest arguments you can find for a particular 
perspective. Even if you personally have a different opinion, it is better to take the position in this essay that is 
defended by the best sources. (“Best” usually means those with the best support, the most credibility, and the 
most forceful logic.) 

 
Fourth, Remember the rule of charity; give a fair description of the opposing view(s). And remember the principle 

of Socratic humility; don’t attempt to claim more than your logic, evidence, and authoritative testimony lead 
you to claim. 

 
Last, remember what you have learned about developing a thesis early in the essay, a thesis that will state your 

motive or purpose in writing the essay, show your point of view, and serve to organize the essay that is to come. 
 
Be certain to use your Research Paper Guide to assure that your Works Cited at the end of the essay and the 

Parenthetical Documentation within the essay are correct.  
 

Length: 4-5 pages 
Grading Standards for Essay # 2: 

 Effective introduction and argumentative thesis 
 Adequate development of all aspects of the thesis 
 Effective transitions and a unified, coherent essay 
 College-level use of punctuation, usage, spelling, and grammar 
 College level diction that is clear, direct, and interesting 
 Effective logic and avoidance of fallacious reasoning 
 Effective research, analysis, and use of source data in the MLA Style 
 An effective closing 
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Essay # 2 Writing Rubric—Source-Supported Argument 
 

Quality  
Criteria  

No/Limited Proficiency  
1 

Some Proficiency  
2

Meets Expectations 
3 

Exceeds Expectations 
4 

Rating 

1.Thesis/Focus  
 

Reader cannot determine 
thesis & purpose, or  thesis 
has no relation to the writing 
task 

Thesis and purpose are 
somewhat vague or only loosely 
related to the writing task 

Thesis and purpose are fairly 
clear and match the writing task . 
Thesis is an argument. 

Argumentative thesis challenges the 
reader’s thinking. Thesis and 
purpose are clear, pointing the 
reader toward the arguments. 
 

 

 2. Rhetorical 
Stance 

Writer’s relation to the 
subject, the reader, and the 
purpose is not clearly 
established. 

Does not adequately explain the 
issue and the purpose to the 
reader 

Reasonable statement of the 
issue and other views. 

Gives a clear, charitable statement 
about the issue, purpose, and 
opposing view. Establishes rapport 
with reader.  
 

 

3. Organization, 
coherence, 
development 

Unclear organization OR 
organizational plan is 
inappropriate to thesis. No 
transitions. Lacks coherence.  

Some signs of logical 
organization. May have abrupt 
or illogical shifts & ineffective 
flow of ideas. Some 
development and support. 

Organization supports thesis and 
purpose. Sufficient development 
of all key ideas. Transitions are 
mostly appropriate. Sequence of 
ideas could be improved  
 

Fully supports thesis & purpose. 
Sequence of ideas and transitions 
are effective.  Excellent, strong 
development of concrete support. 
Effective closing. 

 

4. Support/  
Reasoning  
(a) Logic  
(b) Reliable, 
effective sources  

Offers weak, ineffective, or 
fallacious arguments for the 
claims.  Weak or unreliable 
sources. Poor use of source 
data.  

Some sources appear to be good 
(reliable and relevant) sources. 
Some explanation of context. 
Some tags. Relevance of data to 
thesis is sometimes clear. 

Good, reliable sources. Tags 
generally are used to introduce 
data. Sources are clearly  
relevant to thesis. Logic is made 
clear to the reader. 

Excellent, reliable sources. Tags are 
used effectively to explain context 
or data, reliability, and relevance to 
thesis. Logic is forceful and without 
fallacies. 
 

 

5. Diction, style, 
usage, grammar, 
& mechanics 

Diction, style, grammar, 
usage, or punctuation is/are 
not standard edited English  

Sentences are generally clear. 
Minimal errors that do not affect 
clarity. 

Diction, style, usage, grammar, 
and punctuation are college 
level. 

Effective word choice. Varied, clear 
sentences. Usage, grammar, & 
punctuation are excellent. 
 

 

6. Format & 
MLA/APA style 
5 sources 
minimum. 
Length: 4-5 
pages 

Citations are missing or 
incorrect. The paper suggests 
a lack of understanding of 
source style. Plagiarism may 
be suspected. 
Paper is short. 
 

Basics are correct. Various 
and/or repeated errors in style 
and format. 

Style and format have only 
minor flaws. Paper shows 
evidence of attention to detail. 

Essay formatted correctly. Works 
Cited and in-text citations show 
complete understanding of the style. 
Few or no errors. 

 

(adapted from: Barbara Walvoord, Winthrop Univ., Virginia Community College System, Univ. of Washington <http://www.neiu.edu/neassess/gened.htm#rubric>) 
Notes: 
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Appendix 4: Essay # 3:   Major Source-Supported Argument 
 

The long research paper is a10-12 page source-supported argument.  During the next several class periods, you will 
be given many shorter assignments that will facilitate your completion of the research paper, some of which 
need to be done in order for the longer research paper to be accepted. Your attendance and participation 
in the steps of research are required. Both print and online sources are required. Remember to avoid the use 
of sources such as Wikipedia; further, be cautious about sources you find through Google or Yahoo. Use the 
Subscription databases found in our Library resources. Ebrary resources may also be of value with some topics.  
If possible, use some peer-reviewed sources. 

 
The next page contains a rubric that will be used in grading the major research paper. 
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Essay # 3  Writing Rubric—Scholarly Source-Supported Argument     Name:__________________________ 
Quality      
Criteria  

No/Limited Proficiency  
1 

Some Proficiency  
2 

Meets Expectations 
3 

Exceeds Expectations 
4 

Points 
Earned 

1.Thesis/Focus/ 
Significance  
 

Reader cannot determine 
thesis & purpose, or  thesis has 
no relation to the writing task 

Thesis and purpose are 
somewhat vague or only 
loosely related to the writing 
task 

Thesis and purpose are fairly 
clear and match the writing 
task. Thesis is an argument. 

Argumentative thesis challenges the 
reader’s thinking. Thesis and purpose 
are clear, pointing the reader toward 
the arguments. 
 

 
 
       /20 

 2. Rhetorical Stance and 
Strategies (i.e., Ethos, 
Pathos) 

Writer’s relation to the 
subject, the reader, and the 
purpose is not clearly 
established. 

Does not adequately explain 
the issue and the purpose to 
the reader 

Reasonable statement of the 
issue and some explanation of 
other views. 

Gives a clear statement about the issue, 
purpose, and a charitable presentation 
of the opposing view. Establishes 
rapport and engagement with the 
reader.  
 

 
      /20 

3. Organization: unity, 
coherence, & 
development 

Unclear organization OR 
organizational plan is 
inappropriate to thesis. Ideas 
are not linked effectively to the 
thesis. Few or no transitions. 
Lacks coherence.  

Some signs of logical 
organization. May have 
abrupt or illogical shifts & 
ineffective flow of ideas. 
Some development and 
support. 

Organization supports thesis 
and purpose. Sufficient 
development of all key ideas. 
Transitions are mostly 
appropriate. Sequence of ideas 
could be improved  

Fully supports thesis & purpose. 
Sequence of ideas and transitions are 
effective.  Excellent, strong 
development of concrete support tied 
clearly to thesis. Effective closing. 

 
 
 
      /20 
    

4. Reasoning  
(a) Logical 
(b) Reliable, effective 
sources well integrated 
into the essay 

Offers weak, ineffective, or 
fallacious arguments for the 
claims.  Weak or unreliable 
sources. Context and 
significance of source data is 
inadequate.  

Some sources appear to be 
good (reliable and relevant). 
Some explanation of context. 
Some tags. Relevance of data 
to thesis is sometimes clear. 

Good, reliable sources. Tags 
generally are used to introduce 
data. Sources are clearly 
relevant to thesis. Logic is made 
clear to the reader. 

Excellent, reliable sources. Tags are 
used effectively to explain context of 
data, reliability of the source, and 
relevance to thesis. Logic is forceful 
and convincing. 

 
 
 
      /25 

5. Diction, style, usage, 
grammar, & mechanics 

Diction, style, grammar, usage, 
or punctuation is/are not 
standard edited English  

Sentences are generally clear. 
Minimal errors that do not 
affect clarity. 

Diction, style, usage, grammar, 
and punctuation are college 
level. 

Effective word choice. Varied, clear 
sentences. Usage, grammar, & 
punctuation are excellent. 

 
       /15 
 

6. Format, MLA/APA 
style, and length (10-12 
pages of text & 
Annotated W.C.) 

Citations are missing or 
incorrect, suggesting a 
disregard or lack of 
understanding of MLA/APA 
style. Plagiarism may be 
suspected. Paper is short. 

Basics are correct. Various 
and/or repeated errors in 
style and format. 

Style and format have only 
minor flaws. Paper shows 
evidence of attention to detail. 

Essay formatted correctly. Works 
Cited and in-text citations show 
complete understanding of the style. 
Few or no errors. 

 
        /50 ** 

Points Earned during the research steps: (Those steps must be completed in order to have the essay accepted.)          /50 
Total Points on Research Paper Assignment:                 Research & Style:______     + Essay Grade_______   == 
                                                                                                

         /200 
 

** Remember, a plagiarized paper fails despite any other strengths.   Notes: 
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Appendix 5:   Essay # 4 (2 Parts):  Writing a Critical Essay About Literature 
 

Essays about literature have their own specialized set of assumptions and instructions. Go to Appendix  6 of this 
syllabus for a list of good sources for use in researching and writing literary analyses.  
 

Essay # 4, Part A: Biographical sketch of the two authors.  
 

In partial fulfillment of the final essay, the literary analysis essay, you are required to do a biographical sketch 
essay of the two authors, Edwin A. Robinson and Alfred Lord Tennyson. 
 
The essay will be about 4 pages long and it, obviously, must be source-supported. You should cite at least 4-6 
credible academic sources for the biographical information you use, and cite them with in-text citations and in a 
Works Cited. I require that you use some resources in the Literature Resource Center. Knowing how to 
access and use this database may be helpful to you in other classes. We will use the MLA style again in 
documenting source data. We will use Parenthetical Documentation for in-text citations as well. The data 
should include a brief bio of each writer’s life, major themes or styles, major contributions or awards, and some 
of the most notable works they have produced. 
 
This portion will receive up to 70 points. 

 
 

Essay # 4 Part B: Analysis of Tone and Theme 
 

The main part of this essay (Part B) will be written in-class and will count as our final exam. (100 points) 
 
Essay on Tone: This essay will be written in-class and will count as our final exam. Both poems focus on old 
age and the prospect of death or an actual death. However, an author’s choice of words, images, metaphors, 
similes, symbols, and poetic form combine to create a distinctly different work. Your task is to look at the 
elements and techniques used by each of the two poets to build two different perceptions of old age and death. 
Your critical essay will explore the techniques used by each poet to build toward differing implications and 
perceptions of old age and death. You will be permitted, but not required to use quotes from other critical 
essays; however, the bulk of the essay should come from your own observations and inferences. We will meet 
in the Smith Computer Center during our assigned Final Exam period. There, you will have up to two hours in 
which to type and print your exam essay. Since we all type at different rates, the length will vary. Obviously, if 
an essay is so short as to lack any substantial analysis of the poems, the grade will reflect that. On the other 
hand, a long essay that rambles and does not keep a tight focus on the assigned task will also receive a poor 
grade. Since the work is done in-class, with little time for proof-reading, I will not grade quite as heavily on 
spelling and punctuation. 
 

Following are some Do’s and Don’t’s in writing the literary analysis essay (Part B): 
 Don’t spend time merely summarizing or recounting the events in the work. 
 Don’t assume your reader will remember characters and events in the detail that you do. 
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 Don’t give a quotation or summary without explication or without explaining how it is relevant to your 
thesis. Don’t insert long quotations. 

 Do discuss the events of the story in present tense.  Example: “Eben Flood’s party is a lonely affair.” 
 Do support any statement you make about the story with quotations and summaries from the work of 

literature. 
 Do shorten quotations or summaries of the key sections that are relevant to your point. 

 
Grading Standards for Essay Analyzing Literature 

 
 Effective introduction and  thesis 
 Adequate development of all aspects of the thesis 
 Effective transitions  
 College-level use of punctuation, usage, spelling, and grammar 
 College level diction that is clear, direct, and interesting 
 Clear reading and analysis of key points in the target work 
 Effective logic and avoidance of fallacious reasoning 
 Effective research, analysis, and use of source data 
 An effective closing 
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APPENDIX 6: Dixie State College Library: Literary Research Resources 
Handbooks & Guidebooks 
Dictionary of Literary Terms & Theory   Reference PN 41 .C83 1998 
Dictionary of Literary Terms    Reference PN 44.5 .S46 1972 
Handbook to Literature     Reference PN 41 .H6 1986 
Johns Hopkins Guide to Literary Theory & Criticism   Reference PN 81 .C97 J64 1994 
 
Encyclopedias  
American Authors, 1600-1900     Reference PS 21. K8 1938 
British Authors Before 1800    Reference PR 106 .K9 1952 
Contemporary Novelists     Reference PR 883 .V55 1972 
Encyclopedia of the Novel     Reference PN 41 .E473 1998 
Encyclopedia of World Literature in the 20th Century  Reference PN 771 .E5 1999                      
European Authors     Reference PN 451 .K8 1967 
European Writers      Reference PN 501 .E9 1983 
Oxford Companion to American Literature   Reference PS 21 .H3 1993 
Oxford Companion to English Literature   Reference PR 19 .09 2000 
Twentieth Century Authors    Reference PN 771 .K86 1956 
World Authors       Reference PN 451 .W673 

 
Books 

  Library Home Page > Books & More > Online Library Catalog 
*HINT: Search Author’s Name in Browse  Subject.  
Look for author’s name and Bloom or author’s name and Twayne’s. 

  Library Home Page > Books & More > Online Books 
*HINT: Includes works by and about authors 
 

Databases 
Literature Resource Center 

  Go to the DSC Library Subscription Databases; select Literature Resource Center 
       Contains full-text of Contemporary Authors (CA, CANR), Dictionary of Literary Biography (DLB), Contemporary Literary 

Criticism (CLC), Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism (NCLC), Twentieth-Century Literature Criticism (TCLC), 
Shakespearean Criticism, Scribner Writer's Series, Twayne’s Authors Series, Twayne’s Literary Masters, and other journal 
articles and book reviews. 

*HINT: Best searched by author, last name first (e.g. Hawthorne, Nathaniel).   
Use the tabs to navigate to Biographies, Articles, Criticism, and Work Overviews. 
 
Project Muse (for criticism and articles) 

  Go to the DSC Library Subscription Databases;  select Project MUSE 
 

MLA International Bibliography 
       Library Home Page>Article Databases>Subject List>English and Composition>MLA 

                   Extensive coverage; no full-text.   
 

To locate full-text in another database: 
        Library Home Page > Article Databases > Full-text Electronic Periodicals List 

Citations 
  See the Research Paper Guide in Blackboard or in the Dixie OWl, or purchase a print copy in the college bookstore. 


