
English 2010-INTERMEDIATE COLLEGE WRITING 
CRN 20521 ENGL 2010-8 TR 900-1015AM NPLAZA 113A 

CRN 20527 ENGL 2010-17 TR 1030-1145AM NPLAZA 113A 
 

Semester: Spring 2011     Office Phone: 435-879-4353 
Instructor: Rebecca Robinson, M.A.     Office Hours: T 1-3pm 
Email: rebecca.robinson@dixie.edu    Office Number: Browning 207 
 

REQUIRED TEXT 
 

Ramage, John D., John C. Bean and June Johnson. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing: Brief 

Edition. 5th ed. New York: Longman, 2009. 
 

Please note: You are expected to complete all assigned reading before class, and to bring this 

text with you to each class period. 
 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS & MATERIALS 
 

Graff, Gerald, and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say/I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic 

Writing. 2nd Ed. New York: Norton, 2010. 
A college dictionary and thesaurus. 
A 3-ring binder, paper, and pen/pencil. 
 

Overall English Department Mission Statement: 
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for 

the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays. 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition): 
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of 

both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to 

strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to 

increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into 

focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 
 

Course Description: 
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and 

write academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a 

number of essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to 

help students improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will 

demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly 

paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of 

others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently 

enrolled). FA, SP, SU 
 

 

mailto:rebecca.robinson@dixie.edu


Course Goals: 
• A knowledge of the ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic 

research essays. 

• An understanding of the importance of analytical thinking and critical reading. 
 

Course Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to 

• Write research essays that effectively incorporate thesis statements, and academic 

sources to support those thesis statements. 
• Evaluate the content and quality of the sources they consider using in their research 

essays. 
 

General Minimum Writing Requirements:  
Students in this course will:    
 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, 

persuasion, pro-con, or cause-effect. 

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of 

credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, 

subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).   
 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-

12 page research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early 

drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words)  
 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  
 

WRITING OBJECTIVES 
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will 

control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation 

of support material. 
 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key 

words, pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 

paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 
 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, 

state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 
 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the 

discussion to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate 

supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 



 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 
 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 
 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise 

verbs.   
 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and 

necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  
 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 
 Recognize and avoid jargon. 
 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 
 

READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 
 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 
 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   
 

RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the 

variety of electronic databases available for research. 
 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, 

bibliographic form, and research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   
 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.   

 

POLICIES 
 

Late Work  

I do not accept late work, except in the case of extreme emergencies. Assignments are due at or 

before the beginning of class, in hard copy form. College excused absences do not relieve you of 

responsibility for assigned work. 
 

Attendance and Participation 
Participation is essential not only to your success, but to the success of your classmates. You are 

expected to come to class on time and prepared to contribute. If you show up after roll is called 

but less than 10 minutes late, you will be marked tardy. Two tardies equal one absence. If you 

are more than 10 minutes late, you will be marked absent. This also applies to leaving class 

early. 



 

I understand that life happens; therefore, there will be no grade penalty for the first 4 absences 

(other than the natural consequences of missing class). Each subsequent absence will lower your 

final grade by ONE HALF LETTER GRADE. 
 

College policy on attendance may be found at:  
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 

If you choose to stop attending class, you must drop the course before the drop deadline on 

Tuesday, February 1st. Otherwise, you will receive a failing grade for the course. 
 

Time Commitment 
Writing and revising can be very difficult and time-consuming. In order to be successful in this 

class, you will need to manage your time wisely. Expect to spend at least three hours outside 

class for every hour spent in class. 
 

DMail 

You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college 

information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship 

notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other 

information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access 

your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate 

your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student 

services" (upper right corner). 
 

Academic Integrity 

All members of our learning community share responsibility for maintaining and supporting 

principles of academic integrity, including honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. 
 

Per Dixie State College policy on academic honesty: 
 

Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including 

but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as 

one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may 

discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

b. Failing the student in the entire course, 

c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place 

on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

 



Disruptive Behavior 

You are expected to be respectful and courteous toward all members of our classroom learning 

community. In addition, your instructor has severe allergic sensitivities to most fragrances. When 

attending class or visiting my office, please refrain from wearing any perfume, aftershave, body 

spray, etc. but please do continue to maintain good personal hygiene, including the use of 

deodorant. 
 

By attending Dixie State College, you agree to abide by certain rules of conduct, including 

refraining from any form of disruptive behavior in the classroom. Per college policy, if you 

continue to engage in disruptive behavior after you have been warned, you will be dismissed 

from class for the day (which counts as an absence). If the behavior continues, you will be 

removed from the course. 
 

College policy on student conduct may be found at: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html 
 

Mobile Device Notice 

Using mobile devices such as laptops, cell phones, smart phones, media players, etc. without 

authorization during class constitutes disruptive behavior. You are expected to turn off these 

devices and put them away for the duration of class. If an unauthorized device is seen or heard, 

you will be asked to turn it off and put it away. If it is seen or heard again, you will be asked to 

leave. You may be asked or allowed to bring your laptops on specific days for in-class writing. 

In such cases, laptops should only be used during class to do class work. If you are found doing 

non-class related activities on your laptop, you will be asked to stop; if you do it again, you will 

be asked to leave. 
 

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 
 

You are welcome to talk to the instructor about your papers or other concerns about the class 

anytime throughout the semester, during regular office hours or by appointment. In addition, 

Dixie State College provides the following resources: 

The Writing Center 
Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 

writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the 

Browning Learning resource Center. Call 652-7743 or visit http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center 

for hours and to sign-up for an appointment. 

 

While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing 

Lab (OWL), which can be accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  
 

The Library 

http://library.dixie.edu 
 

Tutoring Center 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/  
 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center
mailto:owl@dixie.edu
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/


All tests for this class will be done in class, not in the Testing Center. 
 

Disability Support Services 

 If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting 

reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request 

of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two 

weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center on the main campus to 

follow through with, and receive assistance in the documentation process to determine the 

appropriate accommodations related to their disability. You may call (435) 652-7516 for an 

appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 

1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
 

The DRC office is located right next to the Testing Center on the bottom floor of the Financial 

Aid and Career Center building. 
 

COURSE GRADING 

Percentage Grade    Percentage Grade    Percentage Grade 

93-100 A     80-82.9 B-     67-69.9 D+ 
90-92.9 A-     77-79.9 C+     63-66.9 D 

87-89.9 B+     73-76.9 C     60-62.9 D- 

83-86.9 B     70-72.9 C-     <60 F 
 

% Assignment 
20 Misc. Assignments 

5 Student-Teacher Conferences 

5 Writing Center Conferences 
10 Peer Writing Workshops 
50 Portfolio 

10 Final Exam 

100 TOTAL OF ALL ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Misc. Assignments (20%) 
I will give small assignments periodically throughout the semester; some we will do in-class, and 

some you will complete outside of class. These assignments are designed to facilitate class 

discussion and prepare for the 3 major papers. 
 

Student-Teacher Conferences (5%) 
Each student is required to attend two student/teacher conferences: once near the beginning of 

the semester, and once after midterm. To get full credit, you must arrive at their scheduled time 

with the required materials. Missing a scheduled conference will count as an absence. 
 

Writing Center Conferences (5%) 
You are also required to conference with a writing center tutor twice during the semester: once 

before midterm, and once after midterm. To receive full credit, you must schedule these 

appointments in advance (see above), and must come prepared with a draft of one of their major 



papers. The Writing Center provides documentation to instructors on student attendance, so be 

sure to give your course information to the tutor.  
 

Peer Writing Workshops (10%) 
Before each paper is due, you will spend a class period reading and responding to one another’s 

writing. The purpose of these writing workshops is not to proofread your classmates’ papers, but 

primarily to provide constructive feedback about content, organization, and style. In order to 

receive full credit, you must come prepared with a credible draft of your paper (not just notes, an 

outline, etc.), and must engage critically and constructively with your peers’ writing. 
 

Portfolio (50%) 
After the peer writing workshops, you will revise your papers before turning them in to me. I 

will read and respond to these revised drafts, but I will not assign any grade at that time. You 

will then revise your papers into a polished final draft, to be included in a writing portfolio due 

on the last day of class. 
 

Final Exam (10%) 

The final exam will be part objective and part essay. The objective portion will be based on class 

reading, lectures, and assignments. The essay question will be provided in advance, along with 

materials that will help you prepare to write. You are strongly advised to do some pre-writing 

prior to the final exam, but you will not be allowed to refer to notes or handouts during the exam. 
 

The final exam will be held in our regular classroom. Exam times are as follows: 
 

SECTION 8: TUES, 5/3 8:00-10:00AM   SECTION 17: THURS, 5/5 9:30-11:30AM 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Please refer to the academic calendar found at:  
http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201120 
 

CAVEAT 
 

I reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus at any time. If changes are made, notice will 

be given to students at the earliest opportunity. 


