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Welcome to English 1010 
Introduction to Writing! 

Term: Spring 2015     Instructor: Amanda Scott 
Course: English 1010- Sections 40, 41  Phone: (435) 554-8058 
Credit Hours: 3     E-mail: scotta@dixie.edu  
 
Keep in mind that the best way to contact me is through the Canvas classroom. I check into the classroom 
every day of the week except for Sunday. If you do not hear back from me within 24 hours, do not 
hesitate to contact me via email or phone.      
     

Spring 2015 Syllabus 
TEXTBOOK 
Axelrod, Rise B. and Charles R. Cooper, eds. The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing. 10th ed. Boston: St. 

Martin’s, 2013. Print. 
 
OTHER MATERIALS YOU WILL NEED 

 - A reliable computer. 
 -  Microsoft Word or another word processing software  

 
GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Designed to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. 
Provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also 
be used to prepare students to write college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010. 
Prerequisites: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if 
ENGL 0995 required, Grade C or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher). FA, SP, SU  
3.000 Credit hours  
3.000 Lecture hours  
 
Program Learning Outcomes 

Introduces the following program learning outcomes:  PLO1=Critical Strategies; 
PLO2=Cultural and Ideological Awareness; PLO3=Collaborative Learning; 
PLO4=Research and Information Literacy; and PLO5= Professional Development-Full 
Program Outcomes can be found at : http://www.dixie.edu/english/.php 

 
Course Learning Outcomes: 
CRITICAL THINKING OUTCOMES  
     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. (PLO1, 5) 
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. (PLO1, 5) 
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

(PLO 1, 2, 5) 
4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main 

idea. (PLO 1, 4, 5) 
5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. (PLO 1, 2, 4, 5) 
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning. (PLO1, 2, 4, 5) 
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. (PLO1, 2, 4, 5) 
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WRITING OUTCOMES 
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

   1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. (PLO1, 2, 4, 5) 
   2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including 
planning,  
       brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.  (PLO1, 
3, 4, 5) 
   3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that 
will control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. (PLO1, 4, 5) 
   4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, 
topic sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 
(PLO1, 4, 5) 
   5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and 
the paper as a whole.  (PLO1, 4, 5) 
   6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic 
sentences, repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions.(PLO 1, 4, 5) 
   7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, 
suggest a plan of development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. (PLO 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5) 
   8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
   9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty 
modifiers,  and problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.  (PLO 1, 
4, 5) 
  10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard 
written English. (PLO 1, 4, 5)   
  11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.  (PLO1, 4, 5) 

 
RESEARCH OUTCOMES 
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.  
(PLO4, 5) 

2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. (PLO 4, 5) 
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.  (PLO4, 5) 
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: (PLO4, 5) 

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 
b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 
c. Use of long quotations. 
d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  
e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as 
the library catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s 
catalog.  (PLO4, 5) 

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical 
documentation, and  bibliographic form.  (PLO 4, 5) 
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7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational 
strategy) as steps in writing a research paper. (PLO4, 5)  

 
Methods of Assessment:  
     Formative Assessment Methods  

Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the 
writing process.     

In-Class Writing: Students will be asked to write at least one in-class essay, partly to 
learn about strategies of on-the-spot writing, and partly to verify that their out-of-
class writing is indeed their own.   

     Summative Assessment Methods   
Essays: Students in this course will:     

Write a minimum of 4 essays, totaling at least 4,500 words: 
o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words).  
o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates 

sources.  
o No more than one of which will be a narrative essay.    

     Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the 
ways in which their learning has increased during the semester.  This will be a multiple-
choice (scantron) test.    
 
COURSE CO-REQUISITE 
If you haven’t already done so, you must register for LIB 1010 and take it concurrently with this course. I encourage that you get the course work 
for this class done early as it will aid you in your research for your research paper. Pay close attention to LIB 1010; it is essentially teaching you 
how to research and learn, something vital to your educational experience. Also note that this course fulfills the GE requirement for one of 
your two required English composition courses. 
 
DEPARTMENT OBJECTIVES 
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 
centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 
political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 
media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays. Our literature courses seek to broaden  
and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that 
challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination. Students also learn to appreciate the complex 
relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and the culture and time in which it 
was produced. Our writing courses instruct students in the standards and effective use of written and 
verbal communication. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
Jan 15 Last Day for Waitlist 

Jan 16 Last Day to Add Without Signature 

Jan 19 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan 22 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 

Jan 22 Residency Application Deadline 

Jan 27 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 

Feb 2 Spring 2015 Associate's degree Graduation Application Deadline 

Feb 2 Pell Grant Census 

Feb 2 Last Day for Refund 

Feb 2 Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 



 

4 

Feb 4 Courses dropped for non-payment 

Feb 6 Last Day to Add/Audit 

Feb 16 President's Day 

Mar 2 Summer 2015 Bachelor's degree Graduation Application Deadline 

Mar 2 Mid-Term Grades Due 

Mar 6 Last Day to Drop Individual Class 

Mar 9-13 Spring Break 

Mar 23 Fall Class schedule available online 

Apr 10 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

Apr 29 Classwork Ends 

Apr 30 Reading Day 

May 1, 4-7 Final Exams 

May 8 Commencement 

 
GRADING 
The semester’s grades will be determined by the following: 
 
Paper 1 (Narrative)    10% (100 points) 
Paper 2 (Evaluation)    10% (100 points) 
Paper 3 (Persuasive Research)   25% (250 points) 
Assignments     20% (200 points) 
Discussion Questions    25% (250 points) 
Final Exam     10% (100 points) 
 
GRADING SCALE 
A= 94-100% J     C = 74-76% 
A- = 90-93%     C- = 70-73% 
B+ = 87-89%     D+ = 67-69% 
B = 84-88%     D- = 64-66%      
B- = 80-83%     F = 59% and below      
C+ = 77-79%      
 
LATE WORK 
I will allow late work with a 10% deduction per day up to 4 days after the assignment is due. If you have 
a personal or technical issue that disables you from completing your work on time, I need to hear about it 
BEFORE the due date. If I hear from you about a problem BEFORE a due date, I may be willing to work 
with you on the due date. If you approach me for an extension after the due date, I will not grant an 
extension. 
 
EXTRA CREDIT 
I do not offer extra credit for this class. 
 
DISCUSSION GUIDELINES 
Class discussion is an essential part of this class. We are in an online environment with limited human 
contact, which makes our discussion forums essential to maintaining warmth and camaraderie in the 
classroom. It is not only important for you to be present in the forums, but for your presence to be 
substantive. Be sure that your posts follow these guidelines: 
 

• On the weeks we have 2 DQs, do not complete all of your posts in one day. Please be present at 
least 3 days a week in the online forum. In the weeks when we have 1 DQ, you may report to the 
forums 1-2 days a week with no penalty. 
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• Always be kind and courteous. Warm and friendly tone is very important. If you disagree with 
someone, it’s perfectly fine to say so, but please do so in a respectable way. Please refrain from 
typing in caps. IT COMES OFF AS YELLING IN THE ONLINE CLASSROOM, and is 
considered rude. J 

• Be sure that your posts maintain professionalism. You certainly don’t need to write like a robot, 
but refrain from getting too informal with your language. Use humor and slang language 
carefully.  

• Maintain strong grammar in your posts. When I see a post with sloppy punctuation and bad 
spelling it tells me that you didn’t really take the time to reflect and think about what you were 
writing. If you are unsure about a grammar issue, talk to me about it, I’m here to help you with 
whatever you need. Your success is my success. 

• Make sure that your posts are in depth and thorough. I know the temptation is to rush through 
participating, but if your posts are too short and do not showcase a reflective attitude, you will not 
receive full points.  

• Always pay attention to your length requirements. I will remind you every week what these are, 
but your initial responses should be at least 150 words long and your secondary responses to your 
peers should be at least 50 words long. (Do you need to count out the words? No. But just know 
that 150 words is about the length of either one long paragraphs or two shorter paragraphs. 50 
words in length is about 1 full paragraph.) In your responses to your peers a “Great job! I like 
your post!” or “I agree!” are not sufficient. You need to build on the students post. Ask them 
questions. Relate their ideas to your own. Keep the online environment interactive.  

 
READINGS 
It is important that you closely read all assigned readings during our current module. Our textbook is a 
key part of the class. Your performance on quizzes and papers will show me if you have engaged with the 
assigned texts. 
 
General Minimum Writing Requirements: 
Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 
 Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 
 One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (from such places 

as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    
 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    
 Write no more than one narrative essay.   
 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   
 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).  

  
PLAGIARISM 
Plagiarism is unacceptable in all its forms. There is unintentional plagiarism, using someone’s ideas 
without citing them, and then there is intentional plagiarism, which is deliberately stealing someone else’s 
work. If you use someone else’s idea it must be cited. Above all, your writing must be your own. If 
evidence of plagiarism is found, you will receive no points for the paper, and you may be subject to 
academic discipline. 
 
 
 
PAPERS 
In this course, we will be writing three main papers. Below are some general descriptions: 
Paper 1- (Narrative) Paper 2 should be 4-5 pages and be written about a life experience that defines you 
as a person. In this paper you will utilize descriptive language and reflect on an important event in your 
life. 
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Paper 2- (Evaluation Paper) For Paper 1 you will write a 4-5 page profile of a person, place, or product 
that you have personal experience with.  
Paper 3- (Argumentative Research Essay) Paper 4 should be 6-7 pages and be a persuasive argument 
answering a research question. This essay must include at least 7 outside sources. You are required to 
approve your topic with me before drafting it. 
 
THE WRITING PROCESS 
In the process of crafting your essays, you will go through 4 steps:  

 Prewriting, freewriting, and invention 
 1st draft (to be reviewed by your peers) 
 2nd draft (to be reviewed by me) 
 Final (to be submitted for a final grade) 

We will be actively engaged in these steps as a class. It is important to include all of these steps in the 
writing process. When you hand in your final draft, you will hand in all of the above steps. 
 
PAPER GUIDELINES 
All papers must: 
• Be typed and stapled 
• Be formatted in Times New Roman 12 pt font 
• Be double spaced with 1” margins. 
• Contain a heading with your first and last name, my name, the course name, and due date of 

assignment. 
• Contain a header with your last name and page number, as is demonstrated below. 
• Cite sources according to MLA guidelines (see MLA packet.) 
 
 

            

           Doe 1 

 Jane Doe 

 Mrs. Scott 

 ENG 1010 

 (Assignment due date) 

Title 
 
PROCTORED ASSIGNMENTS 
Per the requirements for online classes campus wide, we will have 2 proctored assignments in our course. 
The first is a diagnostic essay that you’ll be required to complete by the end of week 2. The second will 
be our Final Exam. The diagnostic essay is a tool that I use to test your current writing level. You will be 
given a list of prompts and be required to expound on a quotation for this assignment. The final exam will 
be held in class and will include several short essays.  
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Available Resources 
As a student at Dixie State University, you have access to several helpful resources: 

• Library 

• Computer Lab (located at the Smith Computer Center and the Library) 

• Disability Resource Center - Provides services and accommodations to students with disabilities. 

• IT Student Help Desk - We provide support for the following: Blackboard Vista, Dmail, wireless, software resources for students, and student laptop lease 
program. 

• Online Writing Lab - Many writing classes utilize this site. Among other things, students can use the Online Writing Lab to submit papers electronically to the 
Writing Center. 

• Student Success Center (www.dixie.edu/studentsuccess) 

• Testing Center 

• Tutoring Center - Free and open to all students. Improve your study skills and clarify concepts and class material. 

• Writing Center - "Our mission is to help you become a better writer by approaching your assignments as a process of invention, writing, and revision." 
See our Campus Map for the location of these and other resources. 
Policies and Statements 

• Academic dishonesty / Academic integrity policy 

• Disruptive behavior policy 

• Absences related to college functions 

• Reasonable Accommodation: 
Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustments, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful 
in their program of study should contact the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes for eligibility determination. 
Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services. DRC is located on the ground floor of the Financial Aid Office. You may call 652-7516 
to schedule appointment for further information regarding the process to receive accommodations. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the 
provision of services. 

• Dmail: 
You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and university information will be sent to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, 
financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSU 
and in your courses. To access your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If you do not know your Dmail username or you have forgotten your PIN, 
visit go.dixie.edu/mydixieand follow the respective instructions. 

 
 
 


