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Welcome to English 1010! 
Term: Summer 2010     Instructor: Amanda Scott 
Course: English 1010- Section    Office: SSC 341 
Class Time:  T, W, H  9:00-10:50   Office Hours: Tu 11:00-12:00 
Credit Hours: 3        Th 11:00-12:00 
E-mail: scotta@dixie.edu    Phone: 879-4294 
 
      
Note: My email address is the best way to reach me. Please utilize my office hours for extra help. 
If the above hours do not work for you, you may set an appointment with me.  
 
 

 
Summer 2010 Syllabus 

TEXTBOOK 
Axelrod, Rise B. and Charles R. Cooper, eds. The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing. 8th ed. Boston: St. 

Martin’s, 2008. Print. 
Reber, Edward. “Research Paper Guide.” Print. 
 
OTHER MATERIALS YOU WILL NEED 
 
• A pocket folder to turn in your papers. 
• A thumb drive, or other form of memory, to store a backup copy of your papers.  
 
GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 
English 1010 is designed to help students improve their writing to meet communication demands in 
college, on the job, and as citizens. The course will also help students develop the capacity to think and to 
read critically.    

 
The course will provide students with frequent occasions to read, discuss, write, and revise the different 
types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, process, cause/effect, 
comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation.  Classroom discussion, assigned 
readings, and papers will emphasize such writing principles as unity, coherence, development, 
organization, variety, and word economy.   
 
COURSE CO-REQUISITE 
If you haven’t already done so, you must register for LIB 1010 and take it concurrently with this course. I 
encourage that you get the course work for this class done early as it will aid you in your research for 
your research paper. Pay close attention to LIB 1010; it is essentially teaching you how to research and 
learn, something vital to your educational experience. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
Jun 1  Classwork Starts  
Jun 2  Last Day to Add Without Signature  
Jun 8  $25 Late Registration/Payment Fee  
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Jun 9  Last Day for Refund  
Jun 9  Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade  
Jun 14  Last Day to ADD Classes  
Jul 2  Last Day to DROP/AUDIT Classes  
Jul 5  Independence Day  
Jul 9  Last Day for Complete Withdrawal  
Jul 23  Classwork Ends  
Jul 23   Final Exams 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  

• Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 
• Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 
• Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 
• Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 
• Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 
• Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  
• Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 
WRITING OBJECTIVES  

• Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
• Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   
• Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
• Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic 

sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 
• Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as 

a whole.   
• Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated 

key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 
• Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 

development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 
• Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure.  
• Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers, and 

problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   
• Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English.   
• Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.   

 
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  

• Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   
• Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 
• Understand and avoid plagiarism.   
• Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 
• Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 
• Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 
• Use of long quotations. 
• Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  
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• Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 
• Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library 

catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   
• Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and 

bibliographic form.   
• Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as 

steps in writing a research paper.   
 
GRADING 
The semester’s grades will be determined by the following: 
 
Paper 1      10% (100 points) 
Paper 2      15% (150 points) 
Paper 3      30% (300 points) 
Annotated Bib.      5% (50 points) 
In-class Writing     15% (150 points) 
Grammar Group work    2% (20 points) 
Pre-test/ Post-test    3% (30 points) 
Final Exam     20% (200 points) 
 
GRADING SCALE 
A= 94-100% ☺     C = 74-76% 
A- = 90-93%     C- = 70-73% 
B+ = 87-89%     D+ = 67-69% 
B = 84-88%     D- = 64-66%      
B- = 80-83%     F = 59% and below      
C+ = 77-79%      
 
LATE WORK 
I will allow late work with a 20% deduction up to 24 hours after the assignment is due. In the following 
class I will accept assignments with a 30% deduction.  If you will be absent on a due date, please hand in 
your assignment early. 
 
EXTRA CREDIT 
I do not offer extra credit for this class. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is mandatory for this class. You may miss class twice before it affects your participation 
grade. After that you will be docked a grade step for each absence. Please note that tardies count as half 
an absence. I will grant additional absences in event of extreme emergency.  
 
CELL PHONES 
If I see you texting in class, even if it is under your desk while you pretend to be listening, you will be 
verbally warned and asked to bring treats to the next class period. Repeated cell phone use will affect 
your attendance grade after the initial verbal warning. 
 
READINGS 
It is important that you closely read all assigned readings BEFORE class. Our textbook is a key part of 
the class. Your performance on papers will show me if you have engaged with the assigned texts. 
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IN-CLASS WRITING 
We will have in-class writing assignments nearly every day. This writing may not be made up if you are 
absent from class.  
 
GROUP GRAMMAR ACTIVITY 
Throughout the course you we will be focusing on developing your grammar and usage skills. Instead of 
hearing my voice drone on explaining sentence fragments and proper use of a semicolon, you will teach 
each other. After week 1, when you sign up for your grammar groups, get together with your groups and 
begin working on a fun, functional presentation. You may quiz the class with games and prizes, or 
whatever you’d like. Presentations should be about 10-15 minutes long. Have fun with this activity! 
 
General Minimum Writing Requirements: 
Students in this course will:   
• Write a minimum of 4 essays: 
• Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 
• One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient number of credible 

sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific 
encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    

• Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    
• Write no more than one narrative essay.   
• Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-

graded first drafts).   
• Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).  
  
PLAGIARISM 
Plagiarism is unacceptable in all its forms. If you use someone else’s idea it must be cited. Above all, 
your writing must be your own. If evidence of plagiarism is found, you will receive no points for the 
paper. 
 
PAPERS 
In this course, we will be writing three main papers. Below are some general descriptions: 
Paper 1- (Evaluation Paper) For Paper 1 you will write a 3-4 page review on a product, service, movie, 
music album, restaurant, etc. This piece will be opinion based and test your organization and persuasion 
skills. 
Paper 2- (Narrative) Paper 2 should be 4-5 pages and be written about a life experience that defines you 
as a person. In this paper you will utilize descriptive language and reflect on an important event in your 
life. 
Paper 3- (Argumentative Research Essay) Paper 4 should be 6-7 pages and be a persuasive argument 
answering a research question. This essay must include at least 7 outside sources. You are required to 
approve your topic with me before drafting it.  
 
THE WRITING PROCESS 
In the process of crafting your essays, you will go through 4 steps:  
• Prewriting, freewriting, and invention 
• 1st draft (to be reviewed by your peers) 
• 2nd draft (to be reviewed by me) 
• Final (to be submitted for a final grade) 
We will be actively engaged in these steps as a class. It is important to include all of these steps in the 
writing process. When you hand in your final draft, you will hand in all of the above steps. 
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PAPER GUIDELINES 
All papers must: 
• Be typed and stapled 
• Be formatted in Times New Roman 12 pt font 
• Be double spaced with 1” margins. 
• Contain a heading with your first and last name, my name, the course name, and due date of 

assignment. 
• Contain a header with your last name and page number, as is demonstrated below. 
• Cite sources according to MLA guidelines (see MLA packet.) 
 

 

            

           Doe 1 

 Jane Doe 

 Mrs. Scott 

 ENG 1010 

 (Assignment due date) 

Title 
 
CONFERENCES 
Conferences will be held before the final draft for papers 3 is due. In these conferences, we will look over 
your second draft of the paper with my comments and discuss the progress of the paper. You will sign up 
for conference times the week before the final drafts are due. Please be on time to conferences and be 
prepared with any questions. 
 
FINAL EXAM 
The final exam will be held in class and will include a short essay, short answer responses, and grammar.  
 
OTHER RESOURCES 
Writing Center:  
The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  The 
Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.  Call 652-7743 for hours and more information. 
 
 Online Writing Lab:  
You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links 
to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in your browser  HYPERLINK "http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/" 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”  

  
 Disability Statement:   



 

6 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit a major life activity, please 
contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  The Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your 
eligibility for services.  If you are deemed eligible, reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be 
assigned.  If you have any questions concerning this process, please contact the Center at 652-7516; we are located in the Student 
Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 
 
Use of your D-mail account:   
Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail email account.  This information includes your DSC bill, 
financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information 
critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  Also, sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important 
assignment and/or class information, and they will use students’ D-mail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically 
assigned a D-mail email account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “D-mail,” for 
complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to your D-mail email, so please check it often.   
 
If you stop attending class:   
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can 
be found at the DSC homepage http://new.dixie.edu, on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given 
semester’s class schedule.
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CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

Date In Class Reading Due Assignments Due 

Week 1    
Tuesday, June 1 Class Introductions, 

Syllabus Overview 
- - 

Wednesday, June 2 In-class Writing, 
Department Pre-test 

Ch. 1 (pg 1-14, 397-401) - 

Thursday, June 3 Discussion CH 13- (pg 610-624) Paper 1- Prewriting and 
Rough Draft 

Week 2    
Tuesday, June 8 Discussion, Full 

Instructions for Paper 2 
Grammar Review (pg 
H115-131)  

Paper 1- Final Draft

Wednesday, June 9 Discussion Ch 15- (pg 639-649) Paper 2- Prewriting 
 

Thursday, June 10 GP 1, Discussion Ch 14-(pg 50-55, 625-638) - 

Week 3    
Tuesday, June 15 Discussion Ch 2- (pg 16-21, 40-50) - 

Wednesday, June 16 GP 2, Discussion 
 

Revising (pg (pg 21-38, 55-
61) 

- 

Thursday, June 17 Peer Review Workshop  - 

Week 4    
Tuesday, June 22 Brainstorming, Full 

Instructions for Paper 3 
Ch 11- (pg 570-583) 
Ch 21-(pg 702-737) 

Paper 2- Final Draft 

Wednesday, June 23 GP 3, Discussion MLA research paper guide Paper 3 Prewriting  
 

Thursday, June 24 GP 4, Discussion Ch 6- (pg 272-279, 300-
312) 

Paper 3 Abstract 
 

Week 5    
Tuesday, June 29 Discussion Ch 6- (pg 283-292) - 

Wednesday, June 30 MLA and Research 
Discussion 

  

Thursday, July 1 GP 5, Discussion Ch 19- (670-685) Annotated Bibliography 

Week 6    
Tuesday, July 6 GP 6, Discussion Ch 22- (pg 738-753)  

Wednesday, July 7 Peer Review Workshop - - 
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Thursday, July 8 Discussion Revising (pg 556-563) 
 

Paper 3 2nd draft 

Week 7    
Tuesday, July 13 One-on-one conferences - -  

Wednesday, July 14 One-on-one conferences - - 

Thursday, July 15 Discussion  Paper 3 Final Draft Due 

Week 8    
Tuesday, July 20 Final Review, Department 

Post test 
- - 

Wednesday, July 21 Final Review - - 

Thursday, July 22 Final Exam 
 

- - 
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Self-Appraisal Sheet  
 
Name: ________________________________ 
 
 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks. 
 
Assignment:              Points Possible:       Points Earned: 

Paper 1     100   _____     
Paper 2     150   _____ 
Paper 3     300   _____  
-Annotated Bibliography   50   _____  
 
In-class Writing    150   _____ 
 
Group Grammar Present.   20   _____  
Pre-test     10   _____ 
Post-test     20   _____  
 
Final Exam     200    _____   
  
 
Your Semester Total (out of 1,000 possible points):    _____ 


