
 Welcome to English 2010:  

Intermediate Writing! 
 

Course: English 2010- Section 43     Term: Spring 2014 

Credit Hours: 3       Office: Holland 423 

Instructor: Amanda Scott      Office Hours: Online, by email 

E-mail:scotta@dixie.edu      Phone: (435) 554-8058 

 

Spring 2014 Syllabus 

TEXTBOOKS 

Hirschberg, Stuart and Terry Hirschberg. Arguing Across the Disciplines: A Rhetoric and Reader. Pearson 

Education: Boston, 2007. Print. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic 

papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of essays. Other activities, 

such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of advanced-level 

papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in 

correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. 

Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU  

 

Program Learning Outcomes  
Introduces the following program learning outcomes: PLO1=Critical Strategies; PLO2=Cultural and Ideological 

Awareness; PLO3=Collaborative Learning; PLO4=Research and Information Literacy; and PLO5= Professional 

Development-Full Program Outcomes can be found at : http://www.dixie.edu/english/.php 

 
Course Learning Outcomes:  
READING AND THINKING OUTCOMES  

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. (PLO1, 5)  

2. Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. (PLO1, 5)  

3. Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. (PLO 1, 2, 5)  

4. Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

5. Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases. (PLO 1, 2, 4, 5)  

 

WRITING OUTCOMES  

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. (PLO1, 2, 4, 5)  

2. Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, organizing, 

drafting, revising, and proofreading. (PLO1, 3, 4, 5)  

3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, 

http://www.dixie.edu/english/.php


arrangement, and presentation of material. (PLO1, 4, 5)  

4. Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support material.  

5. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, pronouns, 

synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. (PLO1, 4, 5)  

6. Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper 

as a whole. (PLO1, 4, 5)  

7. Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the thesis, suggest 

a plan of development, and set the tone. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)  

8. Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an end, and when 

necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)  

9. Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. (PLO 1, 4)  

10. Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, and are 

joined by appropriate transitions. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

11. Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. (PLO 1, 3, 4)  

12. Use concise, precise, and concrete language in all areas of essay writing. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

13. Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. (PLO 1, 5) 

14. Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. (PLO 1, 2, 5)  

15. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. (PLO 1, 3, 4, 5)  

16. Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)  

 

RESEARCH OUTCOMES  

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

2. Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of electronic 

databases available for research. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

3. Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

4. Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, and research 

paper format. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

5. Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with the writer’s own ideas. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

6. Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

 

Methods of Assessment:  

Formative Assessment Methods  
Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the research process, reading 

process, and writing process.  

Research Write-Up: Students will put, in writing, their thoughts about the merit and applicability of their resources 

sources. (Most often, this will be done in the form of annotated bibliographies.)  

 

Summative Assessment Methods  
Essays: Students in this course will:  

o Write 2-3 papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, or cause and 

effect. (Narrative and descriptive papers will not be assigned in ENGL 2010.)  

o Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporated a sufficient number of credible sources.  

o Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words.  

 

Value-Added Assessment Method  

Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their 
learning has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Jan 15 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 



Jan 15 Residency Application Deadline 

Jan 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan 21 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 

Jan 27 Pell Grant Census 

Jan 27 Last Day for Refund 

Jan 27 Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 

Jan 29 Courses dropped for non-payment 

Jan 31 Last Day to Add/Audit 

Jan 31 Associate's degree Graduation Deadline - Spring 2014 

Feb 17 President's Day 

Feb 24 Mid-Term Grades Due 

Feb 28 Last Day to Drop Individual Class 

Feb 28 Bachelor's degree Graduation Deadline - Summer 2014 

Mar 10-14 Spring Break 

Mar 28 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

Apr 23 Classwork Ends 

Apr 24 Reading Day 

Apr 25 Final Exams 

Apr 28-30, May 1 Final Exams 

May 1 Associate's degree Graduation Deadline - Summer 2014 

May 2 Commencement 

 

GRADING SCALE 

A= 94-100%     C = 74-76% 

A- = 90-93%     C- = 70-73%     

B+ =87-89%     D+= 67-69%    

B= 84-86%     D = 64-66% 

B- = 80-83%     D- = 60-63% 

C+ = 77-79%     F = 59% and below  

 

 

LATE WORK 

I accept late work up to 4 calendar days late with a 10% automatic deduction per day.  

 

PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. You can plagiarize intentionally by copying someone else’s writing or 

unintentionally by failing to cite your sources properly. If you commit plagiarism you will receive a zero. If you 

commit plagiarism a second time you will fail the course. 

 

READINGS 

It is important that you closely read all assigned readings BEFORE class. Your in-class writing and your 

performance on papers will show me if you have engaged with the assigned texts. 



 

 

 

PAPERS 

In this course, we will be writing 2 response papers and 1 main papers. Below are general descriptions of these 

assignments: 

 

Paper 1- (Argument Analysis) Paper 1 should be 4-5 pages long and be a response to an argument we have 

read. You will draw on your understanding of argument form, the text, and your own opinions and experiences 

to write this paper. 

 

Paper 2- (Value/ Policy Argument) Paper 3 should be 4-5 pages long. For paper 2 you will be writing on a 

subject within your discipline. You will either write a value argument or a policy argument on an issue in your 

field. 

 

Paper 3- (Persuasive Research) Paper 2 should be 10-12 pages long and be a persuasive argument answering a 

research question. This essay must include at least 7 outside sources. As part of this assignment you will be 

required to create an annotated bibliography and give an oral presentation.  

 

THE WRITING PROCESS 

In the process of crafting your essays, you will go through 5 steps:  

 Prewriting 

 1
st
 draft (to be reviewed by peers) 

 2
nd

 draft (to be reviewed by yourself and/or me) 

 Final (to be submitted for a final grade) 
 

NOTE: I RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT FINAL PAPERS IF YOU DO NOT COMPLETE ALL OF 

THE WRITING STEPS. 

 

 

PAPER GUIDELINES 

All papers must: 

 Be typed and stapled. 

 Be formatted in Times New Roman font, 12 pt. 

 Be double spaced with 1” margins. 

 Contain a heading with your first and last name, my name, the course name, and due date of assignment. 

 Contain a header with your last name and page number, as is demonstrated below. 
 

             Doe 1  

 Jane Doe 

 Professor Scott 

 ENG 2010 

 (Assignment due date) 

Title 

 



FINAL EXAM 

The final exam will be held in the testing center and will consist of several short essay responses. 
 

 

OTHER CAMPUS RESOURCES 

 
Writing Center:  

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  The 

Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.  Call 652-7743 for hours and more information. 

 

Online Writing Lab:  
You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links to 

relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in your browser   http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, 

scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   

 

Disability Statement:   

 If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit a major life activity, please contact 

the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  The Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for 

services.  If you are deemed eligible, reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be assigned.  If you have 

any questions concerning this process, please contact the Center at 652-7516; we are located in the Student Services Center, Room 

#201 of the Edith Whitehead Building.  

 

Use of your D-mail e-mail account:   

Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail email account.  This information includes your DSC bill, financial 

aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your 

success in this class and at DSC.  Also, sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or 

class information, and they will use students’ D-mail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a D-mail email 

account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “D-mail,” for complete instructions.  You 

will be held responsible for information sent to your D-mail email, so please check it often.   

 

If you stop attending class:   

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be 

found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s 

class schedule.      

 

 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://www.dixie.edu/
http://www.dixie.edu/

