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Welcome to English 2410! 
American Literature II (1865-present) 

 
Term: Summer 2010     Instructor: Amanda Scott 
Course: English 2410- Section 1   Office: SSC 341 
Class Time:  M &W 5:00-7:20   Office Hours: Tu 11:00-12:00 
Credit Hours: 3        Th 11:00-12:00 
E-mail: scotta@dixie.edu    Phone: 879-4294 
 
Note: My email address is the best way to reach me. Please utilize my office hours for extra help. 
If the above hours do not work for you, you may set an appointment with me.  
 

 
Summer 2010 Syllabus 

TEXTBOOKS 
Baym, Nina. Ed. The Norton Anthology: American Literature, Volume C, D, and E. 
 
OTHER CLASS MATERIALS 

- A notebook to record your reading log in. 
- A pocket folder to hand in your papers. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 
Jun 1  Classwork Starts  
Jun 2  Last Day to Add Without Signature  
Jun 8  $25 Late Registration/Payment Fee  
Jun 9  Last Day for Refund  
Jun 9  Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade  
Jun 14  Last Day to ADD Classes  
Jul 2  Last Day to DROP/AUDIT Classes  
Jul 5  Independence Day  
Jul 9  Last Day for Complete Withdrawal  
Jul 23  Classwork Ends  
Jul 23   Final Exams 
 
Course Description: Required of English majors and for students in all disciplines who would 
like to increase their enjoyment of American Literature. This course fulfills a literature 
requirement in the general education section. The course will introduce you to some of the major 
writers and works in American literature. We will survey a variety of literature, from the novels 
and short stories of the realists, to the influential works of the modernists, to the postmodernists 
and other contemporary writers. We will engage with common practices in reading, interpreting 
and writing about literature and address questions of literary form and genre, the relationship 
between literary works and the cultures that produce them, and how and why we read. 3 lecture 
hours per week 
Course Overview: In this course we will read a variety of literature from the major movements 
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of later American literature. Through reading these texts you will gain perspective on American 
history and added insight into our culture and sense of American identity. We will follow the 
current of progression that forever change our country, beginning with the antebellum era, 
working through World War and post-war eras, and ending with the present-day post-modern 
American mosaic. If you invest yourself intellectually and personally into these texts they will 
give you a strong sense of your American heritage and even help you to live a more enriched 
life. 
 
PREREQUISITES: Engl. 1010 and Engl. 2010 with at least a C grade or better. Credit Hours: 3 
 
DEPARTMENT GUIDELINES 
This course is intended to meet the English Department objectives for all 2000-level literature 
courses. As such, students will be expected to achieve the following: 

• An enjoyment and appreciation for the unique value of literary expression, whether 
aesthetic, cultural, historical, or political, and the role of literature in representing the 
human condition 

• The ability to read, write and discuss representative works of literature using appropriate 
terminology 

• An understanding of the basic elements of literature, including fictional elements (plot, 
setting, characterization, etc.), poetic and rhetorical figures (metaphor, symbol, irony, 
paradox, metonymy, etc.), dramatic elements (theme, exposition, climax, denouement, 
etc.) and basic linguistic elements (diction, tone, syntax, parts of speech, etc.) – wherever 
appropriate 

 
To meet these goals, courses in literature will require students to complete (at minimum) the 
following: 

• Read a substantial amount of literature intensively in order to practice analysis and 
interpretation through careful examination of relevant literary elements 

• Write a 5-6 page critical essay on a theme, work, group of works, or any other relevant 
topic that demonstrates close reading, analysis and interpretive skill 

• Produce brief response writings on relevant topics to demonstrate competency in reading 
and responding critically and cogently to literary texts 

• Take exams that measure retention of course material as well as original analysis and 
interpretation of literature 

• Participate in lectures and discussions 

GRADING 
The semester’s grades will be determined by the following: 

Short Paper     10% (100 points) 
Abstract     5% (50 points) 
Long Paper     30% (300 points) 
Reading Log & Discussion Questions  20% (200 points) 
Participation     10% (100 points) 
Final Exam     25% (250 points) 

 
GRADING SCALE 
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A= 94-100% ☺     C = 74-76% 
A- = 90-93%     C- = 70-73% 
B+ = 87-89%     D+ = 67-69% 
B = 84-88%     D- = 64-66%      
B- = 80-83%     F = 59% and below      
C+ = 77-79%      
 
PAPERS 
In this course you will complete 2 papers, a short paper and a long paper. The short paper should be a 3-4 
page close reading of one of three passages I will provide. The long paper will be a literary research 
paper, which must include at least 5 academic sources. The topic for your long paper is subject to 
approval through the abstract. 
 
 ABSTRACT 
An abstract is a short explanation of your future research project. This is a very useful mode of writing to 
become comfortable with, especially if you plan to pursue a career in the humanities. You will complete 
an abstract for your long literature research paper. 
 
LATE WORK 
I will allow late work with a 20% deduction up to 24 hours after the assignment is due. In the following 
class I will accept assignments with a 30% deduction.  If you will be absent on a due date, please hand in 
your assignment early. 
 
READING LOG 
You are required to keep a reading log of all the material we cover in class. For this requirement, please 
adhere to the two column format, as is seen below. You should include at least one entry for each short 
work we cover and 2-3 entries for each larger work we cover. Please bring your reading log with you to 
class every day. I will collect these reading logs 4 different times throughout the semester without 
warning, so I expect you to always have them up to date. Remember to think critically about the texts and 
formulate thoughtful notes; make the most of this requirement. 
 
Example: 
 
Quotation/ Plot Point/ Literary Technique Your analysis 
(June 2, 2010) 
Emily Dickinson “124”  
 
Safe in their Alabaster Chambers – 
Untouched by Morning – 
And untouched by noon – 
 
 
Sleep the meek members of the Resurrection, 
Rafter of Satin and Roof of Stone – 
 
 
 

 
The safety of which the narrator is referring to is a 
safety from all life’s happenings. The dead are safe 
because there is a finality to their state. They can 
rest in peace, untouched by the daily occurrences 
above them. 
 
There seems to be some religious irony here. As 
Dickinson was skeptical about Christianity, perhaps 
this poem is ironically portraying believers as mere 
corpses, rather than exalted beings. They are 
clearly trapped here in their rafters with a stone 
roof over their head. 
 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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For each class meeting, please come with 2-3 discussion questions based on our readings. I expect your 
questions to be well thought out and analytical. We will use these questions to direct class discussion. 
Please include your discussion questions below your reading log for that specific class meeting. 
 
FINAL EXAM 
The final exam for this class will be comprehensive, covering all the movements we discuss in class. The 
exam will include short essay responses, identification, and context questions. You must bring a blue 
book for this final exam. Also note that the department post-test figures in as part of your final exam 
grade.  
 
EXTRA CREDIT 
I do not offer extra credit for this class. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is mandatory for this class. You may miss class twice before it affects your participation 
grade. After that you will be docked a grade step for each absence. Please note that tardies count as half 
an absence. I will grant additional absences in event of extreme emergency. 

CELL PHONES 
If I see you texting in class, even if it is under your desk while you pretend to be listening, you will be 
verbally warned and asked to bring treats to the next class period. Repeated cell phone use will affect 
your attendance grade after the initial verbal warning. 
 
READINGS 
It is important that you closely and thoroughly read all assigned readings BEFORE class. Our textbook is 
a key part of the class. Your performance on papers will show me if you have engaged with the assigned 
texts. 

PARTICIPATION 
To earn participation points you must engage yourself and contribute to class discussion. You must also 
complete in group work and in-class writing assignments and display your knowledge of our readings 
therein.  
 
PLAGIARISM 
Plagiarism is unacceptable in all its forms. If you use someone else’s idea it must be cited. Above all, 
your writing must be your own. If evidence of plagiarism is found, you will receive no points for the 
paper. 

TIPS FOR SUCCESS IN THIS CLASS 

• Read all the assigned texts closely and thoroughly. When a text is difficult for you, be sure you 
read the head notes about the author. Read texts multiple times. Don’t be afraid to mark up the 
text. Do what it takes to really engage with this material. 

• Do not procrastinate. This may seem very commonsensical, but it is crucial that you do not wait 
until the last 30 minutes before class to plough through the material. One essential ingredient for 
engaging with these texts is time. 

• Get started on your papers early. Make sure that you are utilizing the best sources possible. For 
your long paper, utilize Inter-Library Loan if necessary.  
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• Come by my office and email me as often as you like when you need assistance or just want to 
chat about our readings. I love talking about our texts and am happy to help you with any 
questions you have. 

• Your reading log is your friend. Put time and effort into this log. It will be your strongest asset in 
preparing for your final exam and will be a tool for your in future studies. 

• Be selective and analytical about your discussion questions. By having quality questions it will 
not only benefit your grade, but will also push you analytically to connect and engage with the 
texts. 

STUDENT RESOURCES 
 
Student Resources Writing Center: The college provides a free service for students desiring additional 
assistance with their writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning 
Building. Call 652-7743 for hours and information. 
 
Online Writing Lab: You can consult this site for information on a variety of issues related to writing, 
and for numerous links to relevant websites. To reach the page, go to http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to 
the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.” 
 
Note: If you are a student with a medical, psychological, or learning disability or think you might have a 
disability and would like accommodations, contact the Disability Resource Center (Sherri Dial / 652-
7516) in the Student Services Center Room 201. The Disability Resource Center will determine eligibility 
based on your professional documentation and determine the appropriate accommodations related to your 
disability. 
 
Library Services: 
Library Telephone Extensions:  

• Library Hours 652-7714 option 1  
• Reference : 652-7714 option 2  
• Circulation : 652-7714 option 3  
• Computer Lab: 652-7630 

Materials and Services:  
• Books, Magazines, Videos, Audio Cassettes, CDs, Newspapers, Vertical File, Maps  
• Databases and E-Books   
• Special Collections/Archival Materials  
• Microform Reader-Printers  
• Reference Assistance  
• Library Instruction   
• Interlibrary Loan   
• Copy Machines  
• Study Carrels & Quiet Study Areas  
• Group Study Rooms  
• Audio-Visual Listening/Viewing Room  
• Group Viewing Rooms  
• Meeting Rooms 
• Used Books Sales 

 
Library Card: Students must furnish current college ID and be registered in the Library system. Other 
library users may be furnished cards upon payment of a fee. 
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Lost Card: If your library card is lost, contact the library immediately. You are responsible for all material 
checked out on your card, so treat it as you would a credit card. All material borrowed on his/her card. All 
losses and /or damages to library material check out on his/her card. Prompt payment of any charges 
incurred. Prompt notification of any change of address or phone number. Immediate notification of lost or 
stolen card. 
 
Interlibrary Loan (ILL) While the services and collections of this library are designed to meet the study 
needs of the community college student, books and copies of magazine articles from other libraries are 
available for your use through the Interlibrary Loan system. However, it takes approximately one week 
for materials to arrive from other Utah libraries. Two weeks is usually the amount of time it takes for 
materials coming from out-of-state libraries. Plan as far in advance as possible if you choose to use 
this service. 
 
College Withdrawal Policy 
Students are permitted to withdraw completely from Dixie State College through the twelfth week of the 
semester. Students will not be officially withdrawn after the twelfth week of the semester. Complete 
withdrawals must originate in the Registrars Office. Refunds will be available in accordance with the 
Student Tuition and Fee Payment Policy 5-17. 
 
Administrative Withdrawal 
Refer also to Administrative Withdrawal Policy 5-44 and Student Tuition and Fee Payment Policy 5-17. 
Students may be administratively withdrawn from a class or from the College for the following reasons: 

• Failing to attend class on the first day of class, without receiving special permission from the 
teaching faculty member. 

• Failing to complete orientation within the first week of the semester in self-paced computer classes. 
Orientation is still required after the first week of classes for a limited period. 

• Registering for courses for which they have not completed the prerequisites or in which they are 
not properly placed. (See Academic Assessment Policy 5-6.) 

• Neglecting to pay tuition and fees for any given semester by the end of the third week of the 
semester. This type of administrative withdrawal has been referred to previously as a "purge". 

• Registering for a class without following proper procedure when a "hold" has been placed on a 
student's registration for unacceptable academic performance. (See Scholastic Standards Policy 5-
19.) 

Re-Registration after Administrative Withdrawal 
• All students who wish to attend class after they have been administratively withdrawn from classes 

must re-register in compliance with registration policy and deadlines. Some students may need to 
appeal to the Admissions and Credits Committee for re- admittance. Appeal forms are located at 
the Advisement Office. Students wishing to re- register after the purge (administrative withdrawal 
due to non-payment of monies owing) must re-register for all classes in which they were 
registered before the purge. Select classes may be dropped or block classes added after that point. 
The College cannot guarantee that a student administratively withdrawn for non-attendance or 
unacceptable academic performance will receive the same schedules s/he had prior to withdrawal. 
Students who must re-register after the first week will pay a late registration fee as well as the 
standard cost of tuition and fees before being allowed to re-register. 
Source: http://right2know.dixie.edu/withdraw.html. 
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Class Schedule 

Date In Class Reading Due Assignments Due 

Week 1    

Wednesday, June 2 Syllabus Overview, Class 
Introductions, Department 
Pre-test 

NA (30, 35, 39-41, 73-4,  
82, 86-8, 91) 

- 

Week 2    

Monday, June 7 Discussion, Groupwork NA (294-307, 391-429) - 

Wednesday, June 9 Discussion, Groupwork NA (522-9, 1057-67) 
Chopin handout 

- 

Week 3    

Monday, June 14 Discussion, Groupwork NA (665-87, 894-910) - 

Wednesday, June 16 Discussion, Groupwork NA (940-53, 1000-15) - 

Week 4    

Monday, June 21 Discussion, Groupwork NA (1216-1309) Short Paper Due 

Wednesday, June 23 Discussion, Groupwork NA (1309-1349)  

Week 5    

Monday, June 28 Discussion, Groupwork NA (1823-39, 1983-1998, 
1955-67) 

Abstract Due 

Wednesday, June 30 Discussion, Groupwork NA (1390, 1398-99, 1403, 
1464, 1466, 1469, 1475, 
1577-81) 

 

Week 6    

Monday, July 5 Discussion, Groupwork NA (1713-20, 2027-8, 
2034-5, 2067-75) 

 

Wednesday, July 7 Discussion, Viewing of A 
Streetcar Named Desire 
Film Adaptation 

NA (2186-2247)  

Week 7    
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Date In Class Reading Due Assignments Due 

Monday, July 12 Discussion, Groupwork NA (2164-66, 2584-5, 
2674, 2678, 2713-20, 
2828-38) 

 

Wednesday, July 14 Discussion, Groupwork NA (2642, 2645-49, 2654-
55, 2658-62, 2704-07, 
2709-10)  

Long Paper due 

Week 8    

Monday, July 19 Discussion, Final Exam 
Review 

NA (3083-90, 3108-16, 
3155-63) 

 

Wednesday, July 21 Department Post-test, 
Final Exam 

-  
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Reading Schedule 
Week 1 
Walt Whitman  

- Song of Myself  1, 7, 15, 51  
Emily Dickinson 
 -“479” (pg 86-7) 
 -“269” (pg 82) 
 -“598” (pg 88) 
 -“1263” (pg 91) 
 
Week 2 
Monday 
Mark Twain  
 -Fenimore Cooper’s Literary Offences (294-302) 
 -From Roughing It (303-307) 
Henry James  
 -Daisy Miller: A Study (391-429) 
 
Wednesday 
Sarah Orne Jewett  
 -A White Heron (522-529) 
Jack London 

‐ To Build a Fire (1057-1067) 
Kate Chopin 

‐ Désirée’s Baby (hand out) 
 
Week 3 
Monday 
Booker T. Washington (663-665) 

‐ from Up from Slavery (665-687) 
W.E.B. Du Bois (893) 
 - from The Souls of Black Folk (894-910) 
 
Wednesday 
Theodore Dreiser (938-939) 

‐ From Sister Carrie (940-953) 
Stephen Crane 

‐ The Open Boat (1000-1015) 
 
Week 4 
Monday 
Willa Cather (1214-1216) 
 -My Antonia (1216-1309) 
 
Wednesday 
 -My Antonia (1309-1349) 
 
Week 5 
Monday 
F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 - Winter Dreams (1823-1839) 
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William Faulker 
‐ Barn Burning (1955-1967) 

Ernest Hemingway 
‐ The Snows of Kilamanjaro (1983-1998) 

 
Wednesday 
Robert Frost  
 -Mending Wall (1390) 
 - After Apple Picking (1398) 
 - The Road Not Taken (1399) 
 - Fire and Ice (1403) 
William Carlos Williams  

‐ Portrait of a Lady (1464) 
‐ Spring and All (1466) 
‐ The Red Wheelbarrow (1469) 
‐ Landscape with the Fall of Icarus (1475) 

T.S. Elliot 
 - The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock (1577-81) 
 
Week 6 
Monday 
Zora Neale Hurston 

‐ The Gilded Six-Bits (1713-1720) 
Langston Hughes 

‐ The Negro Speaks of Rivers (2027) 
‐ I, Too (2028) 
‐ Freedom [1] (2034) 
‐ Silhouette (2035) 

Richard Wright 
 - The Man Who Was Almost A Man (2067-75) 
 
Wednesday 
Tennessee Williams 

‐ A Streetcar Named Desire (2186-2247) 
 
Week 7 
Monday 
Charles Olson 
 -[When do poppies bloom] (2164) 
 -Celestial Evening, October 1967 
Allen Ginsberg 
 -A Supermarket in California (2584-5) 
Gary Snyder 
 -Milton by Firelight (2674) 
 -Ripples on the Surface (2678) 
John Updike 
 - Separating (2713-20) 
Raymond Carver 
 -Cathedral (2828-38) 
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Wednesday 
Anne Sexton  

‐ The Starry Night (2642) 
‐ Little Girl, My String Bean, My Lovely Woman (2645-47) 
‐ From The Death of the Fathers (2647-49) 

Adrienne Rich  
‐ “I am in Danger—Sir—“ (2654-55) 
‐ Power (2658) 
‐ Transcendental Etude (2658-62) 

Sylvia Plath 
‐ Daddy (2704-06) 
‐ Blackberrying (2707) 
‐ The Applicant (2709-10) 

 
Week 8 
Monday 
Leslie Marmon Silko  
 -Lullaby (3083-90) 
Julie Alvarez  

- The Mother (3108-16) 
Amy Tan 
 - Two Kinds (3155-63) 
 


