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English 2270.01  

Introduction to World Literature I  

Fall 2012 
           

 
Dr. Sean M. George 

English 2270.01 

CRN # 41891 

ONLINE  
Office: HCC 417 

Phone: 435-879-4402 
Email: george@dixie.edu 
Office Hours:  MW 10:00am-11:00a.m., 12:00-1:00p.m.  

  TR 10:30-1:30 p.m.  

  If these times are not convenient, email to set an appointment.  

 

Required Texts & Materials 
1. The Norton Anthology of World Literature, Shorter Second Edition, Vol. I. Ed. Peter 

Simon. New York: Norton, 2009.  
 

Highly Recommended But Not Required 

Silverman, Jay, Elain Hughes, and Diane Roberts Wienbroer. Rules of Thumb: A Guide for Writers. 9
th

 ed. 

New York: McGraw-Hill, 2013. 

 

Course Description  
Fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement. For all students with an interest in improving their enjoyment 

of world literature. Introduces representative masterpieces from ancient, medieval, and Renaissance literature. 

Surveys a variety of literary masterpieces from all over the world, including ancient Egypt, ancient Greece, India, 

China, and Japan. Engages students with common practices in reading, interpreting, and writing about literature, and 

addresses questions of literary form and genre, the relationship between literary works and the cultures that produce 

them, and how and why we read. 

 

Overall English Department Mission & Emphasis Statements 
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 

language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 

Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning 

how to produce focused critical essays. Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of 

the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the 

imagination. Students also learn to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects 

of literature and the culture and time in which it was produced.  
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Course Goals 
Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge and awareness of the importance and scope of world literature, its influence on later 

texts, and its continuing validity to contemporary human experience.  

• An understanding of the major authors and movements that have shaped and reflected a variety of 

historical experiences.  

• An ability to analyze world literature through written and oral responses.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in world literature texts, both 

western and non-western, as well as identifying and explaining major literary movements for the 

time period covered.  

• Identify and synthesize similarities as well as differences in the literature found across cultures.  

• Read the texts of authors considered to be canonical and foundational to world literature studies.  

 

Email  
All DSC students are automatically assigned a Dixie D-mail email account. If you don’t know your user 

name and password, go to www.dixie.edu, click “Current Students,” then under “Student Services” select 

“Dmail” to set-up your dmail account. Important class and college information will be sent to your Dixie 

dmail account. This information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of 

dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in 

this class and at DSC. In addition, I sometimes communicate important information to the entire class via 

email; therefore, it is vital that you check your Dixie dmail account often.  
 

The DSC Writing Center   
Occasionally, you may feel the need for additional assistance with your compositions. I encourage you to 

make use of the services of the Writing Center and its trained writing consultants throughout the semester. 

One-to-one writing assistance is available to you free of charge at the DSC Writing Center (this service is 

for writing assignments in all courses, not just English!). According to the Writing Center’s own official 

website (http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php), “The Writing Center is staffed by peer 

tutors who offer suggestions, instruction, and tips to help you improve your individual skills. Please keep 

in mind that the Writing Center is not a proofreading service. We focus on helping you become a better 

writer rather than helping you correct every single mistake in an essay. Tutors give basic suggestions for 

improvement and teach you to review your own papers. We will do our best to help you improve your 

writing skills, but responsibility for generating a perfectly written, error-free paper lies solely with you.”  

 

You can also consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to 

writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites. To reach the page, type the following link in your 

browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, select “Academics,” and scroll down to 

“Online Writing Lab.”  

 

The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg. Call 652-7743 for more information 

and check their website <http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php> for updated hours of 

operation.  

 

 
 

http://www.dixie.edu/
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Official Statements 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Statement 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive 

civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning 

difference and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official 

request of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the 

beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center on the main campus to follow through with, and receive 

assistance in the documentation process to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability. You 

may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Our office is located right next to the Testing 

Center on the bottom floor of the Financial Aid and Career Center building. 

 

Student Conduct & Disruptive Behavior 

Behavior that interferes with the learning of other students will not be tolerated. The Dixie State College Policies 

and Procedures Manual, Section 3-34, states:  “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 

classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may 

dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student’s behavior continues to disrupt 

class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from his or her course.” 

Students who are asked to leave class should do so quietly and without confrontation. They will be expected to 

schedule a meeting with the instructor before being allowed to attend class again. If students start a disturbance, the 

instructor will call Campus Security to have the students removed from campus. Students are not allowed to 

interfere with the learning of others. Rude, overly aggressive posts constitute disruptive behavior in online classes.  

 

Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy 

Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to plagiarism 

on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, submitting the same assignment in two 

different classes without prior instructor approval, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State 

College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

b. Failing the student in the entire course, 

c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, suspend, 

and/or expel the student. 

 

Grades 
I consider your learning to be more important than your grades; however, the college does require the use of grades 

in order to assess your learning. Your grade will be based on standard and typical percentages.  

Grading Scale: A=100%-90%; B=89%-80%; C=79%-70%; D=69%-60%; F=59%-0%  

 

1. Two Formal Response Papers (20% each = 40% total): 4 – 5 pages of text + 1 works 

cited page = 5-6 pages total! 
 

Response papers help sum up or conclude our class discussions over the past weeks by providing you with 

the occasion to reflect upon a major question or issue under review. These essays can be over any topic 

related to any of the texts we’ve read. You might select a phrase, an image, or even a word from the 

readings, then write a commentary in which you strive to articulate why the selection(s) strikes you as 

important or significant; in this case, use the selected lines or words to explore the work's theme(s) and/or 

form. You might also explore connections between two or more works. Your response paper may also 

include your personal response, but it should NOT be solely a personal response to the work(s). In your 

response, do not paraphrase or summarize the text (you can safely assume I’ve read the text so you don’t 

need to tell me what happens); instead, develop a reading of the work. You can address any of the texts 

we have discussed in class through the weeks prior to the due date of each response paper. Whatever 

topic you choose to address, your writing must be clear, logical, and grammatically correct.  
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Required Essay Format: All response papers must be typed and double-spaced. They should follow MLA 

guidelines for formatting. Font size should only be 12 point Times New Roman font. Every response 

paper should include a works cited page: not including a works cited page will drop your grade by 

one letter grade. These are not research papers. You might only use one source, the text you are writing 

about, but you still need a works cited page. It may only have one work on it, but it is important.  

 

Essays should demonstrate the following kinds of understanding. Essays should meet assignment 

requirements of page length and number of sources, quotes, and summaries/paraphrases. The writing 

should be interesting and engaging because of its informative or creative approach. Each essay should 

demonstrate consistent critical and creative thinking. Your purpose for writing and your audience should be 

clear. Your ideas should be unified, coherent, clear, and developed tightly, thoroughly, and thoughtfully. 

Supporting details, quotes, and summaries/paraphrases should be relevant and well-chosen. You should 

incorporate artful transitions, thus demonstrating a progression of thought that has been consciously 

planned for and achieved. You should strive to maintain a definite voice behind the writing. Each essay 

should express a definite point of view that is strongly supported. Grammar, punctuation, and usage should 

be controlled by the writer and create a fluent, clear expression of thought. Finally, MLA format for the 

heading, the use of quotations, and the works cited page are followed. These are what we call “higher-order 

concerns” because much good writing demonstrates the use of these elements.  

 

After these higher-order concerns, I attend to “lower-order concerns,” important matters to be sure, 

elements that can negatively impact the clarity of one’s writing, but they don’t necessarily impede 

understanding of an essay. After I’ve assessed the paper looking at the above elements, I will consider the 

following:  

a. Spelling. 

b. Sentence Fragments and Run-On Sentences: By far the biggest problem I see in the majority of the 

papers I grade in any class is sentence construction, and besides spelling, sentence fragments and run-

on sentences are the most frequent errors I see. 

c. MLA Guidelines: Be sure to review MLA guidelines regarding the formatting of essays in English 

classes. Those guidelines can be found in the Rules of Thumb text as well as online in a multitude of 

sites. Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL for short) is a good place to start. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  

 

It is absolutely important that you strive to eliminate misspelled words, sentence fragments, and run-on 

sentences from all of your writing, not only formal essays. Emails and professional writing looks much 

more intelligent when it is free of these common errors.  

 

2. Exams 
a. Mid-Term Exam (15%): Definitions + Short Answer/Short Essay Questions 

b. Final Exam (15%): Definitions + Short Answer/Short Essay Questions 

 

Please be aware of the following policy:  

“This is an online course which requires verification of your identity through the use of 

proctored assignments and/or tests.  In this course, there are two tests that meet this 

criterion.  The student will receive an F in the course if these proctored assignments are not 

completed or are not compatible with coursework submitted throughout the semester.” 

 

In short, if you do not take BOTH the Mid-Term Exam and the Final Exam in the DSC Testing 

Center, or at an approved testing site if you are not local to St. George, Utah, by the required due 

dates, you will fail this class. Taking one but not the other will result in an F. If you are not local (I 

am aware that this is an online class and you may be located anywhere in the world), contact me 

ASAP and we can make arrangements to have the test proctored at an approved location in your 

vicinity. 

 

 

 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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3. Discussions: Original Posts (OP) and Replies (R) (30%) 

Each week I will post a question related to the week’s reading assignment(s), something I find interesting to 

discuss. You are required to post an original response to one of the questions. You are also required to reply to 

two other original posts made by your peers in class. So each week you will post at least three times. These are 

minimum requirements; feel free to post more often.  

 

Guidelines for Original Posts and Replies:  

1. Avoid postings that are limited to 'I agree' or 'great idea', etc. If you agree (or disagree) with a post 

then say why you agree by supporting your statement with concepts from the readings or by 

bringing in a related example or experience. 

2. Quote from the assigned readings to support your postings. Include links when you quote from 

other outside sources. 

3. Bring in related prior knowledge (work experience, prior coursework, readings, etc.) 

4. Use proper ‘netiquette (proper language, tone, mechanics, etc.). 

 

How to post successfully and how to get your colleagues to read your posts: 

1. Think of the assignment in terms of a dialogue, not a writing exercise. Engage in a discussion 

about the texts and issues of the course materials. 

2. Elaborate one single idea and try to keep your message to one paragraph (150-200 words). Texts 

longer than 150-200 words are harder to follow on screen. Better-formulated, grammatically 

correct, clear posts attract more attention (from both instructor and colleagues). 

3. Before you post, think about the assignment first and jot down notes as you read. 

4. Develop your initial post in a word processing program where you can edit; then post. 

5. Respond to one of your colleagues who supports your own thoughts or one that lacks supporting 

evidence or seems to fall short on an aspect that you think is important. You can pose questions, 

offer arguments (distinguish between opinion and argument), or play “devil's advocate.” 

6. Avoid responses that offer only right or wrong perspectives and ignore other possible answers; 

pose open-ended questions that invite dialogue. 

7. Avoid responses that are inflammatory or offensive to colleagues in the class. Before you post a 

response, ask yourself, “Is this post offensive? Might it offend someone in the class?” If your 

answer is either “Yes!” or “Perhaps,” you should revise your discussion.  

8. Cite and/or provide links to help you readers associate and/or find the source you are quoting. 

9. After you have posted, check back to see if anybody has responded to you and keep the dialogue 

going. 

 

Evaluation criteria for facilitating an online/class discussion (Or How I will grade each post): 

1. Verbiage - Is the entry grammatically correct and appropriate? (Yes, I do look at this because 

articulation is important in scholarly discussions--this is not an AOL chat room.) 

2. Clarity - Is the entry concise and understandable? 

3. Detail - Is the entry specific and sufficiently explained? Does the author make reference to the 

readings and/or provide other sources? 

4. Logic - Does the entry draw legitimate connections, inferences and conclusions? 

5. Relevance - Is the entry germane to the issue?  

6. Originality - Does the entry add new insight to the discussion? (This also applies when responding 

to colleagues' posts: "I agree" or "good point" are supportive, but not substantive responses, unless 

followed by insightful comments.) 

7. Reflectivity - Does the entry exhibit careful contemplation? (Vague, marginal posts do not reflect 

critical review of the course material or critical thinking.) 

 

If you have any questions about your grade at any point in the term, you can schedule an appointment with me, bring 

in all your work, and we can talk about it. I will not discuss individual grades during class time.  
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Attendance Policy 
Maintaining attendance records in an online class is much different than in a face-to-face (f2f) class, obviously. 

Virtual attendance is mandatory. Posting original posts and replies in discussion threads constitute attending class in 

an online environment. Therefore, if you “miss” or do not post in a discussion thread for two consecutive weeks of 

class, your grade will be automatically lowered one full letter grade. If you “miss” or do not post in a discussion 

thread for three consecutive weeks of class, you will automatically fail the course. Please note that if you choose to 

stop attending/posting/participating in this class, you are responsible for dropping the course or withdrawing. 

Otherwise, you will still be on my official roster and will receive a failing grade. 

 

Late Assignments 
I seldom accept late work. If illness or emergency circumstances will prevent you from completing an assignment 

by its due date, contact me before the due date to request an extension (note that you do not need to notify me of 

absences unless you are requesting an extension). You must contact me prior to the class to make arrangements to 

turn in an assignment; otherwise, I reserve the right to not accept that paper. All assignments will be submitted 

electronically in .doc or .docx format.  
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Tentative Schedule 
This schedule is subject to change. Read your syllabus daily. It is YOUR responsibility to know due dates 

and assignments. As you can see below, each week of class begins on a Sunday and ends on a Saturday.   

 

Week 1:  Aug. 20 – Aug. 25   

 “Gilgamesh”  

 Tablets I – VI, pgs. 9 – 49  

 

Week 2: Aug. 26 – Sep. 1 

“Gilgamesh”  

Tablets VII – XI, pgs. 50 – 81  

 

Week 3: Sep. 2 – Sep. 8 

 Homer, “The Iliad” 

Pgs. 161 – 227  

 

Week 4:  Sep. 9 – Sep. 15 

Homer, “The Iliad” 

Pgs. 227 – 274  

 

Week 5: Sep. 16 – Sep. 22 

  Sophocles, “Oedipus the King” 

 

Week 6: Sep. 23 – Sep. 29 

Poetry and Thought in Early China 

 Classics of Poetry 

 Confucius 

China’s Middle Period 

 Tao Ch’ien 

 Li Po 

 Tu Fu 

Yuan Chen 

 Li Ch’ing-Chao 

Essay #1 Due Sep. 27!!! 
 

Week 7: Sep. 30 – Oct. 6 

 “The Ramayana of Valkmiki” 

MID-TERM EXAM Opens Mon. Oct. 1!!!  

(Must be taken at DSC’s Testing  

Center or an approved proctor site) 

 

Week 8: Oct. 7 – Oct. 13 (Mid-Term) 

 Virgil, “The Aeneid” 

MID-TERM EXAM Closes Mon. Oct. 8!!!  

(Must be taken at DSC’s Testing  

Center or an approved proctor site) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 9: Oct. 14 – Oct. 20 

“The Thousand and One Nights” 

 

Week 10: Oct. 21 – Oct. 27 

Dante, “The Divine Comedy: Inferno” 

Canto I – Canto XVII, pgs. 1205 – 1268 

 

Week 11:  Oct. 28 – Nov. 3 

Dante, “The Divine Comedy: Inferno”  

 Cantos XVIII – XXXIV, pgs. 1268 – 1326  

 

Week 12: Nov. 4 – Nov. 10 

Miguel de Cervantes, “Don Quixote”  

Pgs. 1645 – 1726  

 

Week 13: Nov. 11 – Nov. 17 

Miguel de Cervantes, “Don Quixote” 

Pgs. 1726 – 1778   

 

Week 14: Nov. 18 – Nov. 24 

Francis Petrarch, “Sonnets”  

 Niccolo Machiavelli, “The Prince”  

Thanksgiving Break  

 

Week 15: Nov. 25 – Dec. 1 

 William Shakespeare, “Hamlet”  

Introduction + Act I – Act II,  

Pgs. 1778 – 1819  

 

Week 16:  Dec. 2 – Dec. 8 

  William Shakespeare, “Hamlet”  

 Acts III – V, Pgs. 1819 – 1872  

Essay #2 Due Dec. 6!!! 

FINAL EXAM Opens Mon. Dec. 3!!! 

(Must be taken at DSC’s Testing  

Center or an approved proctor site) 

 

Week 17:  Dec. 9 – 14: Finals Week 

FINAL EXAM Closes Wed. Dec. 12!!! 

(Must be taken at DSC’s Testing  

Center or an approved proctor site) 

 


