
  

 

English 1010  Fall 09   10:00—10:50 AM   MWF  EOFAM 114 

 

Instructor:     Jack Selbert   
Office:      McDonald Center      

Office Phone:       
 

Office Hours:  by appointment   . 

Classes:  Mon. Wed. Fri.: 10:00—10:50 AM 
     

     

E-mail:   jselbert@dixie.edu   

   If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  

your name - English 1010.  If you don’t, my junk-mail rules may automatically 

delete your e-mail before I get a chance to see it.   
 

Class Location: EOFAM 114   

Course Prerequisite:   Proper placement scores or a passing grade in English 0990 or 0991   

Writing Center: Browning Building (bottom floor-below testing cntr), 652-7743, Hours: TBA   

Browning Library: Next to Browning Building – check campus web page for hours and services    

 

 

What will you need for this course?   
  

- The Writer's Pocket Handbook by Rosa and Eschholz   

- A Dixie College e-mail account   

- An official Dixie College computer username and password (with many “prints” in your account) 

 -    A college level dictionary and thesaurus (consider the paperback combo in bookstore)  

 -    2 flash memory sticks (1 for original, 1 for back-up)   put your name, phone & e-mail on them 

- 4 document clips (ie. “wing” clips)     
- A mini stapler to fit in your book bag (optional, but highly recommended - $2.00?) 

- A planning calendar (optional—but a great idea if you don’t already use one)    

 

 

What will this course be like? 
 
 This course will be part workshop, part discussion, and part lecture. This means that, several times 

throughout this term, you will be an active participant.  We will focus just as much on the process of writing as    

on the final product of each paper.  The main purpose of English 1010 is to help you gain a solid foundation in 

writing, by helping you improve your ability to meet written communication demands in college, on the job, and as 

a citizen. This course will also help you become a better, clearer thinker – in ways that will help you within 

college, and beyond.  (Interested in a list of specific course objectives?  Please see page 11.)   
 

The course will also provide you with frequent occasions to read, discuss, write, and revise the different 

types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, process, cause/effect, 

comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation.  Classroom discussion, assigned readings, and 

papers will emphasize such writing principles as unity, coherence, development, organization, variety, and word 

economy.   
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General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

 

Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 5 essays: 

o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 

o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient number 

of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, 

subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    

 Write no more than one narrative essay.   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as 

non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   

 

 

The essays:  
 

 With the exception of prewriting, freewriting, notes, and homework assignments, please computer 

print all drafts of essays.  When handing in a draft, please format your essays in the following manner:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Be sure to save all pre-writing, early drafts and final drafts!  All final and revised drafts must be 

submitted with each previous draft that I’ve commented on.  When you submit an essay, I would like 

you to clip together the following elements:    
 

    TOP    Best draft  

         First draft(s) with my comments 

         First draft(s) with peer comments from workshops 

         Any freewriting you've done 

               BOTTOM      Any prewriting you've done (and/or topic sheet) 

           

Firstname Lastname 

English 1010, Jack Selbert 

Assignment Description  

                       Date of Printout (not begin date) 
 

Title  
 

 The body of your essay should be evenly double-spaced, with no extra spaces between paragraphs.  

Please avoid flowery fonts, as well as large or small font sizes.  Times New Roman 12 is a good font.  Also, 

Microsoft Word users, remember that you will have to change margins to 1 inch.   Please number your pages.   
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I encourage you to have at least one back up copy of every draft of every essay.  This is a good idea for 

two reasons:  

1) you may have computer problems and lose entire essays 

2) you may misplace an essay or a computer disk.   

       Please trust me on this – back up every revision of every essay!   
 

 Once you decide on an essay topic and focus, I ask that you carry through with that topic.  

Because I have had plagiarism problems with students, you may not change topics midway through a 

paper.  Therefore, choose each paper’s topic and approach very carefully.   

 

Please note:  On days where you are expected to write and revise in class, please come prepared.  This is essay: 

always save your drafts of your essays on the same two memory sticks (original and back-up) and always bring 

those to class.  On writing days, if you often tell me that you can't revise your essays because "the only copy is on 

my home computer," then this may decrease your grade.   

 

Note to Mac Users:  If your Mac is a laptop, please bring it; otherwise, you’ll need to find a way to 

quickly transfer your documents between your Mac and the PC’s in the class.  (If you’re not sure how, 

please talk with me during week 1, and I’ll give you some suggestions.)   
 

Because this is a college-level course, this class will likely be a very challenging course.  I don’t say this to 

scare you.  Nonetheless, know that the bar has been raised from a freshmen composition course.  In this 

course, attending class and doing the work will not earn you a passing grade; you must also learn and master 

the material.  Therefore, strive to A) understand and appreciate the concepts I will teach you, and B) apply 

those concepts to your writing.  This will help you earn a good grade in this course.    

 

What about revising essays?  
 

 While extensive revision is mandatory for all of the major essays, be sure to revise your drafts to 

the best of your efforts before you share a draft in a peer-workshop group.  As you revise your work-in-

progress, I encourage you to take advantage of my office hours, to call me with questions, to schedule 

appointments with me, and to use the college writing center for additional assistance.  

 

 Nonetheless, you may be able to revise one of the early essays once more after its original, formal 

evaluation.  In order to take advantage of this extra revision opportunity, you will need to fulfill the 

following requirements:   
 

1)   You must have written (and submitted) a first draft of that essay.  If you missed a first draft  

        of that essay, you may not take advantage of the extra revision opportunity. Why not? 

         The extra revision is not a makeup of missed work.  Instead, it is intended 

         to help those students who have sincerely (and consistently) done the assignments. 
 

2) You will need to have attended the peer-response workshop for the first draft of that paper.   
 

3) You will need to make an appointment with me so that we can sit down together, closely look 

at your essay, and discuss how to improve it.  If you don’t do this, I won’t accept your revision.   
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Can you turn assignments in late? 
 

 All essays and drafts are due when noted in the syllabus.  Final drafts submitted up to three days 

late will be reduced by a full letter grade.  Each three-day period after that results in another letter 

reduction.  (If a legitimate emergency causes you to be late on a final draft of an essay, let me know about 

it as soon as is humanly possible.)   

 

Attendance and timeliness:   
 

 Because attendance is crucial to learning the tools and knowledge that you will need to grow as a 

writer, attendance in all class sessions is mandatory.  In this class you will be working in groups, and the 

daily in-class work and discussions will be essential to the essays that you will write for this course.  Also, 

the writing assignments and sample essays will be given and discussed in classand missing such days 

puts you at a distinct disadvantage before you even begin your task.   
 

 I realize that “life happens,” and you may occasionally miss 1 or 2 classes.  However, please know 

that you are still responsible for knowing the material that is covered in all class sessions (even if you 

miss due to a good reason.)  If you must be absent—due to a severe illness, work conflict, death in the 

family, etc.—please try to let me know before class if possible (preferably by phone: 652-7819).   

  

 If you are absent on the day a paper is due, have a friend or classmate turn it in for you.  Since you 

will have much time to complete every paper, illnesses need not interfere with getting them in on time.   

  
    A Note about Peer-Workshop Days:  I will ask you to leave class (and you will be considered 

               absent) if you come to peer workshop days unprepared.  Being prepared means 3 things:  
 

1) Come to peer response days on time. 

2) Come with a genuine effort (not a perfect effort).   

        Hurried, half-baked drafts will not be helpful to you or your peers.   

3) Bring 3 copies (for you and your peer-group members).   
 

 

  

 Again, in this class, your active participation is essential!  In a workshop class, your classmates 

need you here and you need to be here.  There is no easy way to duplicate class instructions, discussions 

and workshops.  Missing class can result in problems that show up in your writing.  And believe it or not, 

we will occasionally have FUN in here and I’d hate for you to miss out!   

 

Am I a tough grader?   
  

 This is a good and honest question.  At the end of their first semesters, many new college students 

are surprised to learn that they have low grades in classes where they attended all the classes and did all 

the work.  In college, though, attending class and doing the work will NOT earn you a passing grade; 

you must also learn and master the material.  Therefore, strive to A) understand and appreciate the 

concepts in each class, and B) apply those concepts to your assignments.  If you can do these two things—
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in addition to attending class and doing all the assignments—you will have a good chance of doing well in 

this class.  (This will be true for most of your college classes; not just this class.)   

 

 So, what about this class?  In my mind, a "C" is a respectable grade for those who learn and apply 

the material in an adequate manner.  Please keep in mind, a "C" in college means that you are smarter than 

the average person on the street.  In other words, the average person on the street would have a very 

difficult time passing this course.  So if you earn a “C,” you have nothing to be ashamed of.  You are 

smarter than the “average” person.      

 

 A "B" is a good grade given to those who do very well in a college level class.  It means that you 

have done better than the average college student.   

 

 An "A" is an excellent grade given to those who are outstanding students.  It means that you stand 

out as one of the best students in the class.     

 

 Depending upon your past experiences, some of you will view getting a "B" in a college course as 

a great thing.  To you, it will mean that you are doing very well in the tough world of college.  Others, 

though, will see a B grade as a sign of failure.  Perhaps you received "A" grades on most assignments and 

classes in high school.   

 Nonetheless, know that your GPA from high school will not automatically (nor easily) transfer to 

the world of college. Oddly enough, I have had many students enter this class with very strong high 

school GPA’s, yet they did not know how to write clear sentences or paragraphs.  Know that, in many 

ways, college is a different “game” than high school.  The bar has been raised and much more will 

be expected of you to earn a B or an A.  Though college will be more difficult than high school, don't let 

this discourage you.  College is supposed to be tough!  Rise to the challenge and learn more than you ever 

have!  

 

 In terms of grades, I’ll give you one last tip for success:  make it your first priority to grow and 

learn as a writer and thinker; not to impress me or prove to me how smart you are.  The former is about 

education; the latter is about jumping through hoops.     

 

 Now, you might be thinking, He still hasn’t said whether or not he’s a tough grader!  Well, let me 

try to answer that: Papers that fulfill the criteria for an assignment in a competent manner can expect a 

grade in the C to B- range.  Papers that fulfill the criteria competently, with some of the criteria fulfilled in 

an above average manner will receive a grade in the B to B+ range.  Papers that fulfill the criteria in an 

outstanding or unusual manner will receive a grade in the A range.   

 

NOTE:  Please keep in mind that I do not expect you to come to this class a strong writer.  We  

all learn to write, and our writing improves over a period of time and with much effort.  Good 

writing is a skill which, in spite of tremendous effort and improvement, takes some of us longer 

than others to achieve.  Thus, I have implemented many opportunities for revision so that you will 

not be penalized for needing to grow and improve.   
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 If by the end of the semester, your writing is not strong enough to allow you to pass this course, 

please know that you may be able to retake the course and have your subsequent grade replace a previous 

low grade.  (See the Registration and Records office for more details.)   

 

 If at any point in the semester, you are concerned about how you are doing, please feel free to 

come and talk with me.   

 Please also fill out the self-appraisal sheet once a week.                             

     This will help you know where your grade is at all times.   

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   
 

 Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 

permanent marking of your college file. What is plagiarism?  It is either:  
 

1) using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to them (in the specific paragraph in which you use 

that person’s ideas) – We’ll spend a lot of time in class talking about how to do this.   

      OR 

2) using someone else’s exact phrasing without quoting them (Thompson wrote, "Yada yada yada.")  

 

Again, we will talk about this in more detail during class, and I will teach you how to use sources well.  

Nonetheless, if you are ever concerned that you might be unknowingly plagiarizing, it is always better if 

you bring it to my attention (in an early draft) before you turn in a final draft of the essay.    

 

A note on the teacher sharing/quoting your writing:  

 
 Occasionally I will use student papers as teaching models (without names).  If for any reason you 

do not want me to anonymously quote or distribute your writing for educational purposes, please write me 

a quick note.  You may also notify me by e-mail.  (Be sure to keep a copy of the note for your records.)  If 

you decide to send me such a note, I will honor and respect that decision; your grade will not be affected.     

 

The Writing Center 
 

 Though I hope you’ll come to me first for help with your assignments, you can also receive help 

from the campus Writing Center.  The college provides this as a free service for those of you desiring 

additional assistance with your writing assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the 

first floor of the Browning Bldg.  Call 652-7743 for hours and more information.  I encourage you to take 

advantage of this service.  Also, if you need more help with how to use either a computer or a word 

processing program, Writing Center tutors may also be able to help you with these skills.    

 

The Online Writing Lab (OWL) 
 

 You can consult the Online Writing Lab website (OWL) for information on a variety of issues 

related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following 
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link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and 

select “Online Writing Lab.”   

 

Disabled?  
 

 If you are a student with a physical or mental impairment, and if you would like to request 

accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in Room 201 of the Student 

Services Center.  The Disability Resource Center will determine your eligibility for services based upon 

complete professional documentation.  If you are deemed eligible, the Disability Resource Center will 

further evaluate the effectiveness of your accommodation requests and will authorize reasonable 

accommodations that are appropriate for your disability.    

 

Your College E-mail Account:    
 

Important class and college information will be sent to your official college e-mail account.  This 

information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, 

reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at 

DSC.  Also, sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or 

class information, and they will use students’ Rebelmail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are 

automatically assigned a Rebelmail email account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go 

to www.dixie.edu and select “Rebelmail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for 

information sent to your Rebelmail email, so please check it often.    

 

What if I stop attending class?   
 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop 

deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, 

under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.      

 

 If you feel a bit overwhelmed by all of this, don’t worry too much about it—most of your peers 

probably do as well.  Please remember that it is my job to help you do well in this course.  Try to think of 

me as a guide who will aide you.   If at any time you have any questions or worries about the above 

requirements, please feel free to talk with me.  Again, my job is to do everything I can to help you 

succeed in English 1010!  (I know this document sounds harsh, but I'm really a nice guy.)   

 

 I'll end with one last tip for succeeding in my class, as well as in college.  Remember to 

communicate with your instructors.  We don't bite!  When you miss a class or an assignment, 

communicate with us so we can help you get back on track.   
 

 

I wish you the best in your endeavors!    

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/


  

 

Page 8 of 12 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  

     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 

2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 

3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 

5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 

6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  

7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES  

       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

   1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

   2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning,  

       brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   

   3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, 

arrangement, and presentation of material. 

   4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, transitions, 

parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 

   5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole.   

   6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key terms, 

synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 

   7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, 

make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 

   8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing. 

   9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers,  and problems with 

subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   

  10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English.   

  11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.   

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  

       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   

2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 

3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.   

4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 

b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 

c. Use of long quotations. 

d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  

e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog, subject-

specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and  bibliographic form.   

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in writing a 

research paper.   
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Self-Appraisal Sheet       Name: ________________________________ 

Note:   

To determine your grade at any point in the semester, divide the number of points earned   

by the number of possible points (up to that moment in the semester).   
 

(Example:  25 divided by 30 = .83  

 

 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks. 
 

Assignment:            Points Possible:     Points Earned: 
 

Essay 1                                             15  _____   

 

Essay 2     15                  _____  

    

Essay 3     15  _____ 

 

Essay 4     15  _____  

 

Term Paper     40  -------- 

 

 

 

        Your Semester Total (out of 100 possible points):  _____ 
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English 1010     Jack Selbert ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

What two things did your past English teachers do to best help you learn? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think about your unique and specific writing struggles.   

- What can I best do to help you overcome those struggles?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have read this document “Syllabus and Course Requirements” and I understand it, 

especially the definition of plagiarism on page 9:  

 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature: ________________________________________  Date:   ____________ 

 

 

 

Occasionally, I might need to contact students for emergency purposes.  If you don’t mind, please 

tell me your:   

 

 

Local phone: _____________________     E-mail addresses: _________________________ 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions (jselbert@dixie.edu  Phone  _435-705-1271.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:jselbert@dixie.edu

