
English 2010: Intermediate Writing  

Syllabus and Course Requirements  

Online, Spring 2012 
 

“Write to be understood, speak to be heard, read to grow…”  
– Lawrence Clark Powell 

 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Kathryn Sirls 
 
E-MAIL: sirls@dixie.edu (You can also contact me through the e-mail that has 
been set up on BlackBoard) 
 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  

1) Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric With Readings, eighth edition, by John D. 
Ramage, John C. Bean, and June Johnson 

2) One of the following: 
a. World Mart by Leigh M. Lane 
b. The Laramie Project by Moises Kaufman 
c. A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf 
(These are not in the bookstore—I’ll explain the books and how to 
acquire one of them below in the syllabus.) 

 
COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities 
to analyze and write academic papers, including the research-supported essay, 
through writing and revising a number of essays. Other activities, such as 
portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their 
writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate 
competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly 
paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately 
citing the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 
1010 (can be concurrently enrolled).   
 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT MISSION STATEMENT:  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an 
appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, 
particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students 



who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 
media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  
 
EMPHASIS MISSION STATEMENT (COMPOSITION): 
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill 
the mission of both the department and the overall college GE mission. In 
particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in 
writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, 
and help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, 
articulate, and persuasive essays. 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 
 
General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

Students in this course will:    
 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, 

classification, persuasion, pro-con, or cause-effect.  (Narrative and 
descriptive papers should not be assigned in English 2010.)  

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient 
number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article 
databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s 
catalog).   

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in 
preparation for the 10-12 page research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor 
feedback on early drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester 
(4500 words)  

 
Specific Objectives of the Course:  
 
WRITING OBJECTIVES 
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, 

including planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and 
proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis 
statement that will control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of 
material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, 
and presentation of support material. 



 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of 
repeated key words, pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, 
and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to 
write individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, 
introduce the subject, state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and 
set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that 
bring the discussion to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or 
summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful 
order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, 
offer adequate supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate 
transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 
 Use concise and precise language. 
 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the 

need for precise expression. 
 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use 

active and precise verbs.   
 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that 

are apt and necessary. 
 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  
 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and 

misleading ambiguities. 
 Recognize and avoid jargon. 
 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 
 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 
 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and 

audience. 
 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 
 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 
RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  



 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   
 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical 

indexes, and the variety of electronic databases available for research. 
 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source 

material. 
 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical 

documentation, bibliographic form, and research paper format. 
 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas. 
 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.   

 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE IN AN ONLINE COURSE: 

Please be aware that communication online often sounds harsher than it does 
face to face. As such, please make every effort to be extremely polite when 
communicating with me and with your classmates.  
 
If someone responds negatively to one of your discussion posts, please do not 
escalate the conflict. Instead, write to me, and I will read the post to see if it was 
inappropriate. You can attempt to clarify your position but sometimes ignoring 
negativity works better.  However, if you feel attacked, please let me know 
immediately.  
 
Students who attack others online will not be tolerated in the class. Please be 
polite and professional. This is not a public forum but a virtual classroom, and 
the same standards of behavior should be upheld as if we all sat down in a 
classroom together. 
 
PROTOCOL FOR DISCUSSION FORUMS:  

 Write in complete sentences.  
 Do not write in all caps (AS THAT MEANS YOU ARE SHOUTING). 
 Use capital letters to begin sentences.  

 Break into paragraph chunks to assist others in reading.  
 Be very polite. Words often sound much harsher online than they 

would in person.  
 No flaming. Students who "flame" (name-calling, harassing, etc.) 

others will be banned from the discussion forums and may be 

dropped from the class. 
 
WHAT YOU WILL NEED FOR THIS COURSE 

 A Dixie College e-mail account 
 An official Dixie College computer username and password 



 A college level dictionary and thesaurus (there are copies 
available in the library) 

 At least one flash memory drive (I recommend two: one for your 
original work, and one for backup) 

COURSE ORGANIZATION, REQUIREMENTS, AND PARTICIPATION:  

This course will focus on effective writing, research, and argumentation 
techniques. The critical skills we will practice and develop will become valuable 
tools to you as you learn to analyze and respond to the world around you, and 
learn how to effectively communicate through the written word. If you put in the 
time and effort required to sharpen your critical skills, they will benefit you 
throughout life. 

As such, you will be required to research and write a number of assignments this 
semester, including one 10-12 page research essay, one 7-9 page literary analysis, 
and many smaller assignments designed to help you think critically about 
contemporary issues, respond well to arguments, and create your own logical, 
evidence-based arguments.  

Throughout the semester, keep in mind that your purpose in all assignments is to 
enlighten and persuade your audience either to a new understanding or to a call 
of action. To be successful, your papers must go beyond a simple regurgitation of 
information you’ve gathered—they must put forth engaging theses and support 
them convincingly. 
 
As you learn the fundamentals of research throughout the course of the semester, 
you will come to an understanding about the differences in viable and nonviable 
sources, how to weigh evidence, and how to use various sources (including 
books, journals, Internet articles, etc.) to your advantage.  
 
I expect, too, that you will be continually prepared throughout the semester. This 
means that you will read all reading assignments, complete all written 
assignments, participate in all class discussions, and complete any required 
quizzes each week. Simply doing the work is not enough. You must be ready to 
participate and actively engage in the material.  
 
LATE WORK/EXPECTATIONS:  

Due to the nature of this course, I will not accept lake work.  
 
All written assignments are due on the hour and the day listed. Please make a 
note of due dates (and times), as you will not be able to make up work once the 
due date has passed.  



University life is often rigorous and busy. There will be major papers or 
assignments due nearly every week, and you should aim to finish your work 
with time to spare—don’t put your reading/writing off until the last moment. 
There will be times when you’ve got assignments for other courses, work 
commitments, family commitments, and other social commitments all happening 
at the same time. University life can be overwhelming at times. I understand this, 
but take into consideration that this fact does not excuse you from your 
commitments to this class. 
 
Please understand that this course is reading and writing intensive, and I expect 
that, as college students, you will be prepared for this. If you do not think you 
will be able to keep up with a rigorous coursework schedule (and lots of 
reading), I recommend you consider taking this class at a later time, when you 
know you can. 
 
English 2010 is not an “easy A” class. It’s not even an “easy B” class. It will 
require much of you in terms of time, commitment, work, and thought. 
 
If you believe you should be exempt from this policy at any time during the 
term, please let me know as early as possible. I know that extreme circumstances 
do happen, and so I will only be willing to discuss late work if it comes with a 
legitimate excuse, and usually only if you have contacted me in advance. (Please 
note that computer crashes, accidentally erased discs, and Internet problems are 
not legitimate excuses. Plan for these issues in advance.) 
 

PLAGIARISM – SERIOUS STUFF THAT CAN GET YOU IN SERIOUS 
TROUBLE 

Plagiarism is a serious offence that can result in your failing the course and can 
also result in the permanent marking of your college file. What is plagiarism? It 
is either: 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to them (in the specific 
paragraph in which you use that person’s ideas). We’ll spend time in class 
discussing how to avoid this. 

2) Using someone else’s exact phrasing without quoting them. Again, we 
will talk about this in more detail during class, and I will teach you how to 
use sources well. 

Keep in mind that plagiarism isn’t always intentional, and accidental plagiarism 
is still considered to be an academic offense. If you are ever concerned that you 



might be unknowingly plagiarizing, it is always better if you bring it to my 
attention (in an early draft) before you turn in a final draft of the essay. 

WRITING CENTER 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance 
with their writing assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in 
the first floor of the Browning Bldg.  Call 652-7743, or visit their website at 
http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php for hours and more 
information.  

ONLINE WRITING LAB 

You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of 
issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant websites.  To reach 
the page, type the following link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or 
go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing 
Lab.”    

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  

 

 Library:   http://library.dixie.edu  

 Testing Center:  http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

 Writing Center/OWL:  http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

 Tutoring Center:  http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

College Calendar:    http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&yid=2011 

 

DISABILITY STATEMENT 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will 
substantially limit a major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource 
Center on the main campus.  The Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in 
analyzing your eligibility for services.  If you are deemed eligible, reasonable 
accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be assigned.  If you 
have any questions concerning this process, please contact the Center at 652-
7516; we are located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith 
Whitehead Building.  

USE OF YOUR DMAIL ACCOUNT 

You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and 
college information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, 
financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&yid=2011


important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at 
DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, 
go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your 
dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to 
student services" (upper right corner). 

IF YOU STOP ATTENDING CLASS 

If you stop participating in class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before 
that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC 
homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick 
Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.     
 

Please note that I will not drop you—that is your responsibility. If you stop 
attending class and do not drop yourself, you will wind up receiving a WF grade 
for the class (which basically means that you stopped participating but did not 
withdraw). Also, I will very rarely allow students to make up work for which the 
deadline has already passed, so make sure you are participating weekly. 
 
EMAIL COMMUNICATION: 

The best way to contact me is through email. I usually check my email several 
times a day and try to respond in a timely manner; however, if you do not 
receive an answer within 24 hours, I may not have received your email. Feel free 
to contact me again. I will communicate with you through email as well. You are 
responsible for checking your email and providing me with a current email 
address. Please add me to your address book so that you can receive my 
messages safely. 
 
ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND RESPECT FOR OTHERS: 

This class is an intermediate-level college course that will teach you how to write 
persuasive research. Part of learning to do this includes exploring topics that are 
controversial or topics about which people think differently.  
 
Everyone has the right to feel comfortable in our online environment. We are all 
adults in a college classroom, and we need to be open to critical and academic 
discussion about topics that we may or may not agree with. 
 
Understand that much of what we read in class is designed to make you respond 
strongly and emotionally. This is not because of a desire to cause controversy or 
make people uncomfortable, but to help you learn to emotionally remove 
yourself from arguments—even those that you feel close to—so that you can 
logically deconstruct and analyze them. I am in no way trying to persuade you or 



make you change your mind about any given topic or issue. I only intend to 
present you with arguments that are easy to respond to emotionally, so that we 
can learn how to identify (and structure our own) strong, sound arguments. 
 
As such, please be prepared to encounter material and/or language that may be 
offensive to you as a reader and/or listener. I will not sacrifice materials because 
of their potential “offensive” aspects or nature. Remember, what may be 
offensive to you is perfectly acceptable to another person. In addition to 
published materials that may be considered “offensive” by some, classmates may 
also choose to write about or to discuss subjects that some may find “offensive.”  
 
Everyone deserves to have individual freedom and to be respected in our 
learning environment. I will treat you with respect, and I expect you to extend 
respect to me as well as to your classmates. Absolutely no sexist, racist, 
homophobic, or discriminatory remarks of any kind will be tolerated. Please 
remember that it’s often easier for people to respond strongly on the Internet, in 
ways we wouldn’t in a face-to-face environment. I ask that all comments and 
posts be read twice before being posted, in order to make sure they are 
appropriate. 
 
THE BOOKS 
 
As you know, there is a required textbook for this course called Writing 
Arguments. It can be found at the bookstore or online, and will assist you through 
the process of learning to read, write, analyze, and respond to arguments. 
 
There will be one other book required of you this semester, though. In the latter 
half of the semester, we’ll be focusing on specific cultural issues, and we’ll be 
using literature to help us do so. 
 
Literature is often a useful tool in helping us to define and understand the 
human experience and the ways in which our world and cultures work. There 
are three pieces of literature I’ve chosen to examine this semester, and you will 
be required to read and respond to one of them. You may choose whichever one 
you want, but I’d like you to take a few things into consideration while you make 
your decision (namely, the heaviness of the reading you’re willing and able to 
take on, and the issue(s) you’d most like to focus on). 
 
Remember, you’ll be writing about your book’s issue and writing an analysis of 
the book itself, so take some time in determining your choice. You will not have 
to begin reading your book until after midterms (although, if you consider 
yourself to be a slow reader, beginning early in the semester would be beneficial 
to you and allow you to “get ahead of the game”). 



 
Here are the books you have to choose from: 
 

 World Mart by Leigh M. Lane. This book is a work of fiction 
(meaning that it deals with fictitious characters and events), and 
uses the platform of an adventure story to convey its messages. It is 
a dystopia (meaning it looks at the world from the viewpoint of a 
wildly imperfect society, much like 1984 and Animal Farm). It deals 
with many issues, but mainly social inequality and the place of 
corporations within society and government. (Please keep in mind 
that this novel contains language and events that some may find 
disturbing or offensive.) 

 The Laramie Project by Moises Kaufman. This piece is a play 
(meaning that it is, in many ways, an easier read than the other 
two) that examines the town of Laramie, Wyoming, in the wake of 
the murder of student Matthew Shepard. It examines hate crimes 
and homophobia within America.  

 A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf. This book is based on a 
speech that Ms. Woolf gave early in the twentieth century 
concerning gender relations, sexism, and gender equality in 
America. This is a much heavier read than the other two—the 
language used is thoughtful and intellectual, but also very deep, 
and will take more attention to fully comprehend. 

 
Like I said before, you don’t have to begin reading and thinking about these 
books until after midterms, but you’re also more than welcome to begin at any 
time. I did not order these books for the bookstore, as that would have inevitably 
led to each student purchasing all three, and I wanted to avoid that. You can find 
them all online, though (I recommend Amazon.com, particularly for World Mart, 
as you can get that one for free with Amazon Prime). 
 
After midterms have concluded, we will begin reading the books, learning how 
to respond to literature, and addressing the various issues associated with each 
one. 
 
GRADES:  

Your final grade will be based on the following assignments and criteria: 
 
Process Analysis Paper    75 points 
Opposition Essay     75 points 
Annotated Bibliography    75 points 
Persuasive Research Paper    100 points 



Cultural Analysis     75 points 
Literary Analysis     100 points 
Current Events Responses (2 @ 50)  100 points 
Quizzes (5 @ 20)     100 points 
Grammar Exercises (4 @ 25)   100 points 
Critical Thinking Exercises (5 @ 20)  100 points 
Debate Response     50 points 
Book Discussion     50 points 
Midterm      50 points 
Final Exam      50 points 
Total        1100 points 
 
*If adjustments are made to the assignment schedule, I will indicate in writing 
how the point distribution will be affected. 
 

“I don’t like to write, but I love to have written.” 
 –Michael Kanin  

 
GRADING: 

I will evaluate writing assignments based on the following criteria: 
 Authentic, credible voice 
 Original thought/insight 
 Persuasiveness 
 Organization 
 Research (in-text citation/works cited included) 
 Clarity and conciseness 
 Grammar/punctuation. 

 
GRADING POLICIES: 

You’re most likely wondering if I’m a “tough” grader. This is a good and honest 
question. At the end of their first semesters, many new college students are 
surprised to learn that they have low grades in classes where they kept up with 
the assignments and did all of the work. In college, again, simply doing the work 
will not earn you an A – you must also learn and master the material. 

So what does this mean? As an English instructor, I consider a “C” to be the 
equivalent of average college work. In this class, a “C” is a respectable grade for 
those who learn and apply the material in an adequate manner. Please keep in 
mind, a “C” in college means that you are smarter than the average person on 
the street. In other words, the average person on the street would have a very 
hard time passing this course. So if you earn a “C,” you have nothing to be 
ashamed of. You are smarter than the “average” person. 



As such, a “B” is a good grade given to those who do very well in a college-level 
class. It means that you have done better than the average college student. It 
means that you write at an above-average level. 

An “A,” therefore, is an excellent grade given to those who are outstanding 
students. It means that you stand out as having exceptional work. 

Students in this class who receive “A” and “B” grades will earn them – I do not 
hand them out. So there will certainly be some who consider me a “tough” 
grader. 

Depending on your past experiences, some of you will view getting a “C” in a 
college course as a great thing – others will see it as a sign of failure. Please know 
that your GPA from high school will not automatically (nor easily) transfer to the 
world of college. Oddly enough, there are some students who enter college with 
very strong high school GPA’s, and yet they do not know how to write clear 
sentences or paragraphs. Know that, in many ways, college is a different “game” 
than high school. The bar has been raised and much more will be expected of 
you to earn a “B” or an “A.” Though college will be more difficult than high 
school, don’t let this discourage you. College is supposed to be tough – rise to the 
challenge and learn more than you ever have! 

As such, papers that fulfill the criteria for an assignment in a competent manner 
can expect a grade in the “C” to “B-“ range. Papers that fulfill the criteria 
competently, with some of the criteria fulfilled in an above average manner will 
receive a grade in the “B” to “B+” range. Papers that fulfill the criteria in an 
outstanding or unusual manner will receive a grade in the “A” range. 
 

“Fear not those who argue, but those who dodge.” 
--Dale Carnegie 

 
COURSE WORK – ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS: 

Process Analysis Paper: The Introduction to Research (75 points): Your first 
paper will be quite a bit of fun (I hope), and introduce you to the fundamentals 
of research. We’ll be breaking some of the “rules” of research essay writing with 
this one, but I’m hoping it will serve to better familiarize you with the research 
process. What you will do is pick a process rooted in fantasy or unreality (such 
as, “how to time travel” or “how to summon fairies to your garden”) and 
“research” various ways to do such a thing. Of course, your research will not be 
based in viable sources, but we will discuss the nature of evaluating evidence 
once you have a better understanding of the research process. For this essay, you 
can collect “evidence” from wherever you’d like, and then present it in a 
(hopefully) fun, enjoyable, and amusing “how to” piece. 



 
Opposition Essay (75 points): After we’ve discussed the weighing of evidence, 
you’ll have an opportunity to begin writing a persuasive research paper that will 
be based in valid research and logical arguments. Understanding the nature of 
your opposing arguments, though, is one of the greatest strengths in a persuasive 
essay. This opposition assignment, which will be due before the persuasive 
paper itself, will show that you recognize and understand the principles of 
argument, persuasion, and fallacy. It will also show that you have researched the 
other side of your topic—the side that differs from your own. Whose viewpoint 
differs? What do they say and how do they say it? Why does their view differ 
from yours? What are they missing? The answers to these questions are a starting 
point for you. This essay will explore these opposing viewpoints, analyzing the 
strengths and weaknesses of each argument. 
 
Annotated Bibliography (75 points): This assignment will assist you in keeping 
track of your research and which sources are useful (and which are not). You will 
write a list of sources you have come across during your research, and you will 
analyze each one using summary, assessment, and reflection. This will follow 
proper formatting principles based on classroom discussion. You should have 
more sources than you end up using. Eight minimum sources are required. 
 
Persuasive Research Paper (100 points):  This assignment will be a 10-12 page 
research paper that is designed to persuade your audience about a given topic. 
You’ll have the chance to research a contemporary issue that interests you. This 
class is designed to help you learn how to write so as to persuade certain 
audiences that you understand a subject or that your position on an issue is 
logical. As you prepare to graduate from college, you will write to persuade 
specific audiences, including future employers and graduate studies 
administrators, that your research interests are worthwhile or that you are 
qualified to work in your field.  
 
The paper requires you to support a persuasive claim built upon information  
you’ve researche. A minimum of 8 sources is required, and you will use ethos, 
pathos, and logos to appeal to your target audience. Proper formatting will be 12 
pt Times New Roman, with a length of 10-12 pages (this does not include your 
Works Cited page).  
 
Cultural Analysis (75 Points): After midterms, you’ll begin reading your chosen 
book and exploring the various issues within it. After you’re done reading, you’ll 
pick one specific issue that you want to focus on or learn more about. Then you’ll 
do some more research on it and write a cultural analysis, evaluating that issue 
from the perspective of our culture (and your own viewpoints within it). For this 
essay, you may or may not use the actual book as a reference. 



 
Literary Analysis (100 Points): After you’ve had the opportunity to evaluate the 
issues present in your book, you’ll write an essay about the book itself. To do 
this, you’ll use the issue that you’ve now researched, and address it as it is 
presented in your book. You’ll analyze and use passages from within the book to 
support your stance, and examine the author’s message(s). 
 
Current Events Responses (50 Points Each): For these assignments, you will 
read an article from a newspaper, magazine, or online news source, and respond 
to it based on your own research and opinions. The first of these assignments 
will have to do with the issue that you’re writing your first research essay on; the 
second will have to do with the issue your book is focusing on. 
 
Critical Thinking Exercises (20 Points Each): Five times throughout the 
semester, I will present you with a critical thinking exercise. These will be like 
mind games or riddles, designed to make you think outside the box. They’re a lot 
of fun, and all you have to do is solve the exercise and return the answer to me. 
 

Book Discussion (50 Points): After everyone has finished reading their books, 
each book will have a designated section on the discussion board, and we’ll 
spend a week talking about the themes and premises. You only need to 
participate in your own book’s discussion. (I will let you know more about how 
this is graded as we draw closer to the discussions this semester.) 
 
Debate Report (50 Points): At some point this semester (towards the beginning 
or middle—it’s up to you) you’ll attend a debate, or watch one on your TV or 
computer (there will be debates coming up on TV, plus plenty available to 
download on YouTube). As you watch the debate, you will analyze each 
person’s argument strategies based on what we learned throughout the semester 
and write a report detailing who the winner was (in your opinion), and why 
their arguments worked better than their opponent’s arguments. 
 
 
DISCLAIMER:  

Depending on the needs of the class, I reserve the right to change or modify 
assignment descriptions, course policies and procedures, the grading scale, 
and/or due dates or homework. I will advise you of any changes no less than 
three (3) days in advance in class or through email communication. 
 

“Whether or not you write well, write bravely.”  
– Bill Stout 

 
 



 
 
 

Tentative Schedule 
By “tentative,” I mean that I reserve the right to make changes and adjustments to this 
schedule as needed. I will let you know about any changes at least one week in advance. 

 

WEEK 1 (Monday, January 9 – Friday, January 13)  

Introduction to the Class and the World of Research 

 
 READINGS 

o Read the syllabus in its entirety. I recommend reading it twice, just to 

make sure you fully understand everything it contains. It’s up to you to 

familiarize yourself with the semester’s assignments and class structure. 

o Read pages 344 – 357 in your textbook (this will be on the process of 

finding sources). 

 LESSONS 

o Please listen to the course introduction audio file and the syllabus audio 

file. They will help you to better understand the course and what is 

expected of you. 

o Watch the videos on finding sources. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o None this week.  

  

 

WEEK 2 (Tuesday, January 17 – Friday, January 13)  

Learning About Arguments 
 

 READINGS 

o Read Chapter 1 in your textbook. Make sure you understand all concepts. 

 LESSONS 

o Please listen to the audio lesson for Chapter 1, and also view the 

PowerPoint for Chapter 1. They will help you better understand the 

concepts from the chapter, as well as what I’d like you to particularly 

focus on. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 

 TESTS 

o None this week 



 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete the Process Analysis by Friday, January 13. 

 

 

WEEK 3 (Monday, January 23 – Friday, January 27)  

Understanding Inquiry and Investigation 
 

 READINGS 

o Read Chapter 2 in your textbook. Make sure you understand all concepts. 

o Article 

 LESSONS 

o Please listen to the audio lesson for Chapter 2, and also view the 

PowerPoint for Chapter 2. They will help you better understand the 

concepts from the chapter, as well as what I’d like you to particularly 

focus on. 

 QUIZZES 

o Complete Quiz 1, on Chapters 1 & 2, by Friday, January 27. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete your first Grammar Assignment by Friday, January 27. 

 

 

WEEK 4 (Monday, January 30 – Friday, February 3)  

The Structure of Arguments 

 
 READINGS 

o Read Chapter 3 in your textbook.  

 LESSONS 

o Please listen to the audio lesson for Chapter 3, and also look at the 

PowerPoint for Chapter 3. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 DISCUSSIONS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete the 1
st
 Current Events Response by Friday, February 3. 

o Complete Critical Thinking Exercise 1 by Friday, February 3. 

 

 

WEEK 5 (Monday, February 6 – Friday, February 10) 



Introducing Logical Discourse 

 
 READINGS 

o Read Chapter 4 in your textbook. 

 LESSONS 

o Please listen to the audio lesson for Chapter 4, and also view the 

PowerPoint for Chapter 4. 

 QUIZZES 

o Complete Quiz 2, on Chapters 3 & 4, by Friday, February 10. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete your second Grammar Assignment by Friday, February 10. 

 

 

WEEK 6 (Monday, February 13 – Friday February 17) 

Understanding Your Opposition 

 
 READINGS 

o Info on weighing evidence. 

o Chapter 7 

 LESSONS 

o Lesson on weighing evidence 

o Chapter 7 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete the Opposition Essay by Friday, February 17. 

 

 

WEEK 7 (Tuesday, February 21 – Friday, February 24)  

Midterm Exams 

 
 READINGS 

o I highly recommend that you begin reading your novel, if you have not 

already done so. 

 LESSONS 

o None this week. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 



 TESTS 

o Complete your Midterm by Friday, February 24. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete Critical Thinking Exercise 2 by Friday, February 24. 

 

 

WEEK 8 (Monday, February 27 – Friday, March 2) 

Weighing and Evaluating Evidence 

 
 READINGS 

o Read Chapter 5 in your textbook. 

 LESSONS 

o Please listen to the audio file and view the PowerPoint on Chapter 5. 

 QUIZZES 

o Quiz 3, on Chapters 7 & 5. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete your Annotated Bibliography by Friday, March 2. 

 

 

WEEK 9 (Monday, March 5 – Friday, March 9) 

Rhetorical Analysis 

 
 READINGS 

o Read Chapter 8 in your textbook 

o Article (relating to book) 

 LESSONS 

o Please listen to the audio lesson and view the PowerPoint for Chapter 8. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete the Persuasive Research Essay by Friday, March 9. 

 

 

WEEK 10 (Monday, March 12 – Friday, March 16) 

 

Spring Break – No classes 

 



 

WEEK 11 (Monday, March 19 – Friday, March 23) 

Understanding Ethics 

 
 READINGS 

o Read Chapter 14 in your textbook. 

o Your chosen book must be completed by the end of this week. 

 LESSONS 

o None this week. 

 QUIZZES 

o Quiz 4, on Chapters 8 & 14. 

 TESTS 

o None this week 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete your third Grammar Assignment by Friday, March 23. 

o Complete Critical Thinking Exercise 3 by Friday, March 23. 

 

 

WEEK 12 (Monday, March 26 – Friday, March 30) 

Discussing Literature in Relation to Our World 

 
 READINGS 

o Again, make sure your books are completed by the start of this week! 

 LESSONS 

o None this week. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Be sure to participate in our week-long book discussions. 

o Complete Critical Thinking Exercise 4 by Friday, March 30. 

 

 

WEEK 13 (Monday, April 2 – Friday, April 6) 

Analyzing Culture  

 
 READINGS 

o Reading about culture/dominion thinking. 

 LESSONS 

o None this week. 



 QUIZZES 

o None this week 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 
o Complete your Cultural Analysis by Friday, April 6. 
o Complete your fourth Grammar Assignment by Friday, April 6. 

 

 

WEEK 14 (Monday, April 9 – Friday, April 13) 

Logical Fallacies 

 
 READINGS 

o Read Appendix 1 on Logical Fallacies. 

o What is a literary analysis? 

 LESSONS 

o Please view the PowerPoint on Logical Fallacies. 

 QUIZZES 

o Quiz 5, on logical fallacies. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete your Debate Report by Friday, April 13. 

o Complete Critical Thinking Exercise 5 by Friday, April 13. 

 

 

WEEK 15 (Monday, April 16 – Friday, April 20) 

Write and Study Week! 

 
 READINGS 

o None this week. 

 LESSONS 

o None this week. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 

 TESTS 

o None this week. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o None this week. 

 

 

WEEK 16 (Monday, April 23 – Friday, April 28) 



Final Essay and Semester Wrap 

 
 READINGS 

o None this week. 

 LESSONS 

o None this week. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 

 TESTS 

o Final exam begins on Friday, April 28 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o Complete your Literary Analysis by Friday, April 28. 

 

WEEK 16 (Monday, April 30 – Thursday, May 3) 

Final Exam 

 
 READINGS 

o None this week. 

 LESSONS 

o None this week. 

 QUIZZES 

o None this week. 

 TESTS 

o Final exam ends on Thursday, May 3. 

 ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

o None this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


