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English 1010: Introduction 

to College Writing 

(3 credits) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Syllabus and Course Requirements – Spring 2011 

Instructor: Kathryn Sirls 

E-mail: kmsirls@gmail.com 

 The best and easiest way to reach me is through e-mail. I check it daily. If you do e-

mail me, please put the following two things in your subject line: your name – 

English 1010. 

TEXTBOOK 

How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference, by John J. Ruszkiewicz and Jay 

Dolmage 

 

DEPARTMENTAL COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

English 1010 is designed to help students improve their writing to meet communication demands 

in college, on the job, and as citizens. The course will also help students develop the capacity to 

think and to read critically.     

The course will provide students with frequent occasions to read, discuss, write, and revise the 

different types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, 

process, cause/effect, comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation.  

Classroom discussion, assigned readings, and papers will emphasize such writing principles as 

unity, coherence, development, organization, variety, and word economy.  

mailto:sirls@dixie.edu
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Reading/Thinking Objectives 

By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis.  

 Understand a writer’s organization and structure.  

 Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience.  

 Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main 

idea.  

 Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases.  

 Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

Writing Objectives 

By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including 

planning, brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and 

proofreading.  

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that 

will control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of 

categories, topic sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words 

and synonyms. 

 Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs 

and the paper as a whole.   

 Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic 

sentences, repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, 

suggest a plan of development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 

 Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure.  

 Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty 

modifiers, and problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   

 Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard 

written English.   
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 Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.    

 

 

Research Objectives 

By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their 

papers.   

 Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing.  

 Understand and avoid plagiarism.   

 Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation:  

 Introduction of quotations and paraphrases.  

 Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses.  

 Use of long quotations.  

 Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  

 Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources.  

 Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such 

as the library catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s 

catalog.   

 Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical 

documentation, and bibliographic form.   

 Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational 

strategy) as steps in writing a research paper.   

 

WHAT WILL THIS COURSE BE LIKE? 

This course will be part discussion, and part lecture, and reading and writing intensive. This 

means that, several times throughout this term, you will be an active participant.  We will focus 

just as much on the process of writing as on the final product of each paper.  The main purpose 

of English 1010 is to help you gain a solid foundation in writing by helping you improve your 

ability to meet written communication demands in college, on the job, and as a citizen. This 

course will also help you become a better, clearer thinker – in ways that will help you within 

college, and beyond.   
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Because this is a college-level course, this class will likely be challenging. I don’t say this to 

scare you. Nonetheless, know that the bar has been raised from a freshman composition course. 

In this course, simply doing the work will not earn you a passing grade – you must also learn and 

master the material. Therefore, strive to understand the concepts I will teach you and apply those 

concepts to your writing. This will help you earn a good grade in this course. 

WHAT WILL YOU NEED FOR THIS COURSE? 

 A Dixie College e-mail account 

 An official Dixie College computer username and password 

 A college level dictionary and thesaurus (there are copies available in the library) 

 At least one flash memory drive (I recommend two: one for your original work, and 

one for backup) 

 

GENERAL MINIMUM WRITING REQUIREMENTS 

 Write a minimum of 4 essays:  

o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words).  

o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a 

sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s 

article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s 

catalog).   

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    

 Write no more than one narrative essay.   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early 

drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   

THE ESSAYS 

We will be writing four major essays in this course: a narrative essay, an evaluation, a proposal, 

and a literary analysis. I will give you more information on these essays as we proceed through 

the semester. There will also be a series of other writing assignments that you should be prepared 

for, including reading responses, writing prompts, and class discussions. 

I encourage you to have at least one backup copy of every draft of every essay. This is a good 

idea for two reasons: 

 You may have computer problems and lose entire essays 

 You may misplace an essay or a computer disk 

Please trust me on this – backup every revision of every essay! 
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Also, please remember that once you decide on a topic and focus for any given essay, I will ask 

that you carry through with that topic. Because of potential problems with plagiarism, you may 

not change topics midway through a paper. Therefore, choose each paper’s topic and approach 

very carefully. 

 

MORE ABOUT REVISING ESSAYS 

While you will have the opportunity to revise essays, be sure to revise your drafts to the best of 

your efforts before you share a draft with me. As you revise your work-in-progress, I encourage 

you to e-mail me with questions, schedule appointments with me, and use the college writing 

center for additional assistance. 

Understand that there is a difference between taking five minutes to make minor changes to an 

essay and taking the time to make real, valid revisions. We will go over this in class.  

 

CAN YOU TURN IN ASSIGNMENTS LATE? 

All essays and drafts are due when noted in the syllabus. Final drafts submitted up to three days 

late will be reduced by a full letter grade. Each three-day late period after that results in another 

letter reduction. However, if a legitimate emergency causes you to be late on a final draft of an 

essay, let me know about it as soon as possible. 

 

QUIZZES 

We will have weekly quizzes over the course of the semester, and most of them will be on 

readings we have done. If you have done the reading assignment for that day, you will have no 

trouble at all with these quizzes. Each quiz is worth 20 points. 

 

FINAL EXAM 

The final exam will consist of all material we have covered in class, including information on 

genres, writing strategies, and grammatical errors. I will give you more information on this as the 

date draws closer. 

 

ATTENDANCE AND TIMELINES 
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Because of the nature of online classes, “attendance” will work differently in this class than in 

face-to-face courses. You are free to log in to class to do your work on your own schedule. 

HOWEVER, please understand that you should set aside at least three days a week to log in and 

go over assignments, and then you’ll need more time to write your papers and do your readings. 

Setting your own schedule can be nice, but it’s also much easier to fall behind if you don’t keep 

yourself on track. This class will be set up as a Monday, Wednesday, and Friday class, with 

information and assignments scheduled on each of these days. Here’s how this will work: 

Mondays: Every Monday I’ll have information for the week posted, as well as the week’s 

reading assignments. Everything you’ll need for the week will be there for you each Monday. 

Wednesdays: Every Wednesday will be a writing day, in which you will have writing prompts 

to respond to. Sometimes this will be in the form of an assignment which you’ll submit to me, 

and sometimes it will be in the form of a group discussion (sometimes we’ll do both in one 

week). Because many of these writing prompts will be in response to our readings, please make 

sure that you have read each week’s material (posted on Monday) by Wednesday. 

Fridays: Every Friday (with the exception of some weeks) will be a quiz about the week’s 

readings and discussions. Quizzes will close every Friday at midnight, so make sure you get 

them done as soon as you can. 

I cannot stress enough that there will be a heavy workload required of you in this class. English 

1010 is not an “easy A” class! It is reading and writing intensive, so be sure that you have time 

in your semester to accommodate a rigorous schedule before taking on this course. 

  

AM I A TOUGH GRADER? 

This is a good and honest question. At the end of their first semesters, many new college students 

are surprised to learn that they have low grades in classes where they attended all of the classes 

and did all of the work. In college, again, attending class and doing the work will not earn 

you a passing grade – you must also learn and master the material. 

So what does this mean? As an English instructor, I consider a “C” to be the equivalent of 

average college work. In this class, a “C” is a respectable grade for those who learn and apply the 

material in an adequate manner. Please keep in mind, a “C” in college means that you are 

smarter than the average person on the street. In other words, the average person on the street 

would have a very hard time passing this course. So if you earn a “C,” you have nothing to be 

ashamed of. You are smarter than the “average” person. 

As such, a “B” is a good grade given to those who do very well in a college-level class. It means 

that you have done better than the average college student. It means that you write at an above-

average level. 
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An “A,” therefore, is an excellent grade given to those who are outstanding students. It means 

that you stand out as having exceptional work. 

Students in this class who receive “A” and “B” grades will earn them – I do nothand them out. 

Depending on your past experiences, some of you will view getting a “C” in a college course as 

a great thing – others will see it as a sign of failure. Please know that your GPA from high school 

will not automatically (nor easily) transfer to the world of college. Oddly enough, there are some 

students who enter college with very strong high school GPA’s, and yet they do not know how to 

write clear sentences or paragraphs. Know that, in many ways, college is a different “game” than 

high school. The bar has been raised and much more will be expected of you to earn a “B” or an 

“A.” Though college will be more difficult than high school, don’t let this discourage you. 

College is supposed to be tough – rise to the challenge and learn more than you ever have! 

Now, you might be thinking, She still hasn’t said whether or not she’s a tough grader! Well, let 

me try to answer that: Papers that fulfill the criteria for an assignment in a competent manner 

can expect a grade in the “C” to “B-“ range. Papers that fulfill the criteria competently, with 

some of the criteria fulfilled in an above average manner will receive a grade in the “B” to “B+” 

range. Papers that fulfill the criteria in an outstanding or unusual manner will receive a grade in 

the “A” range. 

Please keep in mind that I do not expect you to come to this class as a strong writer. We all 

learn to write, and our writing improves over a period of time and with much effort. Good 

writing is a skill which, in spite of tremendous effort and improvement, takes some of us longer 

than others to achieve. Thus, I have implemented many opportunities for revision so that you 

will not be penalized for needing to grow and improve. 

 

GRADING SPECIFICS 

Semester grades will be determined by the following: 

 Essay 1: Narrative      100 Points  

 Essay 2: Evaluation      150 Points  

 Essay 3: Proposal      200 Points  

 Essay 4: Literary Analysis     200 Points 

 Weekly Writing Prompts     160 Points  

 Class Discussions          80 Points  

 Quizzes       280 Points  

 Final Exam         80 Points  

 Total                 1250 Points 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 Wed, 01/12:   Last day to ADD a class without instructor’s approval 

 Mon, 09/17:   Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 Mon, 01/31:   Graduation Application Deadline 

 Tue, 02/01:   Last day for refund of tuition and fees 

 Tue, 02/01:   Last day to DROP without receiving a “W” grade 

 Wed, 02/02:    Courses dropped for non-payment 

 Fri, 02/04:   Last day to ADD classes 

 Mon, 02/21:   President’s Day 

 Fri, 03/04:   Last day to DROP/AUDIT classes 

 Mon, 03/14 – Fri, 03/18: Spring Break 

 Fri, 04/01:   Last day for complete withdrawl 

 Thu, 04/28:   Class work ends 

 Fri, 04/29 – Thu, 05/05: Final exams 

 

PLAGIARISM – SERIOUS STUFF THAT CAN GET YOU IN SERIOUS TROUBLE 

Plagiarism is a serious offence that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 

permanent marking of your college file. What is plagiarism? It is either: 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to them (in the specific paragraph in 

which you use that person’s ideas). We’ll spend a lot of time in class talking about how to 

avoid this. 

2) Using someone else’s exact phrasing without quoting them. Again, we will talk about 

this in more detail during class, and I will teach you how to use sources well. 

If you are ever concerned that you might be unknowingly plagiarizing, it is always better if you 

bring it to my attention (in an early draft) before you turn in a final draft of the essay. 

 

WRITING CENTER 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning 

Bldg.  Call 652-7743 for hours and more information.  

 

ONLINE WRITING LAB 
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You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to 

writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following link 

in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” 

and select “Online Writing Lab.”    

 

 

 

DISABILITY STATEMENT 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially 

limit a major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  

The Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services.  If you 

are deemed eligible, reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be 

assigned.  If you have any questions concerning this process, please contact the Center at 652-

7516; we are located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead 

Building.  

 

USE OF YOUR REBELMAIL E-MAIL ACCOUNT 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Rebelmail email account.  This 

information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped 

classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in 

this class and at DSC.  Also, sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about 

important assignment and/or class information, and they will use students’ Rebelmail accounts to 

do so.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a Rebelmail email account.  If you don’t 

know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Rebelmail,” for complete 

instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to your Rebelmail email, so 

please check it often.    

 

IF YOU STOP ATTENDING CLASS 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop 

deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left 

column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.     
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CLASS CALENDAR 

WEEK 1 

Monday, January 11 

 Intro to course 

o Readings: Syllabus  

Wednesday, January 13 

 Class Discussion: Introductions 

 Writing: 1 page paper due on how you feel about writing 

Friday, January 15 

 Quiz: Syllabus 

WEEK 2 

Monday, January 17 (since Monday is a holiday, you may choose to do your readings on 

Tuesday instead) 

 Readings: Chapter 1 (pages 4-38) 

 Assigned: Narrative Essay 

Wednesday, January 19 

 Writing: Prompt #5 on page 39 (at least one page) 

Friday, January 21 

 Quiz: Chapter 1 

WEEK 3 
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Monday, January 24 

 Readings: Chapters 17, 18, and 21 (pages 306-316, 330-333) 

Wednesday, January 26 

 Writing: Brainstorming Activity 

Friday, January 28 

 Quiz: Brainstorming, Writer’s Block 

WEEK 4 

Monday, January 31 

 Readings: Chapter 51 (526-528); narrative readings (Sedaris on page 559; Johnson 

Frykholm on page 589; Sheffield on page 593) 

Wednesday, February 2 

 Class Discussion: the narrative readings 

 Essay 1: The Narrative Due 

Friday, February 4 

 Quiz: Capitalization 

WEEK 5 

Monday, February 7 

 Readings: Chapter 4 (102-127) 

 Assigned: Evaluation Essay 

Wednesday: February 9 

 Writing: Prompt #2 on page 127 (at least one page) 

Friday: February 11 

 Quiz: Chapter 4 

WEEK 6 
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Monday, February 14 

 Readings: Part 4 (336-362) 

Wednesday, February 16 

 Writing: Create an outline 

 Class Discussion: TBA 

Friday, February 18 

 Quiz: Part 4 

WEEK 7 

Monday, February 21 (since Monday is a holiday, you may choose to do your readings on 

Tuesday): 

 Readings: Chapters 53 & 54 (Apostrophes, Comma Splices, Run-ons, Fragments); 

Evaluations (Zacharek on page 682; Brownstein on page 712;, Raymo on page 716). 

Wednesday, February 23 

 Writing: Readings Response 

 Essay 2: The Evaluation Due 

Friday: February 25 

 Quiz: Apostrophes, Comma Splices, Run-ons, Fragments 

WEEK 8 

Monday, February 28 

 Readings: Chapter 6 (pages 160-185) 

 Assigned: Proposal Essay 

Wednesday, March 2 

 Class Discussion: TBA 

 Writing: Prompt #1 on page 185 (at least one page) 

Friday, March 4 



13 

 

 Quiz: Chapter 6 

WEEK 9 

Monday, March 7 

 Readings: Part 7 (400-471) 

Wednesday, March 9 

 Writing: Library Visit 

 Class Discussion: Research 

Friday, March 11 

 Quiz: Part 7 

WEEK 10 

Monday, March 14 – Friday, March 18 

Happy Spring Break! 

WEEK 11 

Monday, March 21 

 Readings: Proposals (McDonagh and Pappano on page 770; Fukuyama on page 808) 

Wednesday, March 23 

 Class Discussion: Reading Responses 

 Essay 3: The Proposal Due 

Friday, March 25 

 Quiz: Readings 

WEEK 12 

Monday, March 28 

 Readings: Chapter 7 (186-221) 

 Assigned: Literary Analysis 
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Wednesday, March 30 

 Writing: Prompt #6 on page 221 

Friday, April 1 

 Quiz: Chapter 7 

WEEK 13 

Monday, April 4  

 Readings: Part 6 (386-397) 

Wednesday, April 6 

 Writing: Begin revising an earlier essay 

Friday, April 8 

 No quiz – essay revision due 

WEEK 14 

Monday, April 11 

 Readings: Chapters 60 & 61 (pages 550-553); selected short stories and poems 

Wednesday, April 13 

 Class Discussion: Short Stories (choose one to write about) 

Friday, April 15 

 Quiz: Dangling modifiers and Parallelism 

WEEK 15 

Monday, April 18 

 Do some research on your chosen short story and read Wolf on page 839 

Wednesday, April 20 
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 Class Discussion: Share your research 

Friday, April 22 

 No quiz today. Work on your essay. 

WEEK 16 

Monday, April 25 

 Readings: Oates on page 844 

Wednesday, April 27 

 Writing: Work on your literary analysis 

Friday, April 29 

 Essay 4: The Literary Analysis Due 

WEEK 17 

Monday, May 2 – Friday, May 6: Final Exam open 

Further essay revisions due on May 6 
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