
Courses:  

English 2010-17 (Intermediate Writing) #43532 

Meets TR 1-2:15 pm. in HCC 325 

English 2010-20 (Intermediate Writing) #41873 

Meets MW 3:00 to 4:15 in Classroom HCC 469 

 

Fall 2013 

G.E. Status: English 2010 (Intermediate Writing) is required for G.E. 

Prerequisite: C or better in English 1010 or its equivalent 

Credit Hours: 3 

 

Instructor: Dorothy A. Solomon  

Office: HCC 458 

Office Hours: Office Hours: M 12:30-2:30, T 2:30-3:30, W 12:30-2:30 

Phone: 801-243-5068  

E-mail: solomon@dixie.edu  

 

SYLLABUS  
Required Textbook: 

Ramage, John D., John C. Bean, and June Johnson, eds. The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing: Brief Edition. 

6th ed. New York: Longman, 2012. Print.  

 

English Department Mission Statement  (Department Objectives) 
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality 

of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political 

contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as 

well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition Course Objectives)  

As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the 

department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ 

skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and 

help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays.  
 

English 2010 Course Catalog Description  
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write 

academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of essays. 

Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their 

writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard 

written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, 

and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 

1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU  
 

Course Goals:  
Goals to be reached in this course:  

 Knowledge of and experience with effectively synthesizing academic sources into research essays.  

nderstanding and practice of analytical thinking, critical reading and effective communication.  
 

Course Outcomes: 
WRITING OBJECTIVES  

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading.  

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material.  



arrangement, and presentation of support 

material.  

synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure.  

 and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and 

the paper as a whole.  

suggest a plan of development, and set the tone.  

and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.  

 

evelop the thesis through paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, and 

are joined by appropriate transitions.  

 

.  

 correct usage and punctuation. 

 

erbs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES  

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

 

t and audience.  

 

 

 

RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

databases available for research.  

e ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material.  

research paper format.  

deas.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT  
 

-class written responses, midterm exam: Students will take regular quizzes, write brief, in-

class responses, and take a midterm exam to assess how well they understand the assigned material.  

-3 essays on assigned topics to assess their ability to apply rhetorical 

concepts to particular texts. These essays will be returned with instructor feedback.  

 the semester.  

critically.  



 

WRITING REQUIREMENTS  
3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, or 

cause-effect citing sources to support your writing.  

iography of at least 6 sources in preparation for the 10-12 page research paper.  

 feedback on early drafts (such as non-

graded first drafts).  

-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources 

(from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, 

and/or Utah’s catalog).  

 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).  

 

GRADING – I will notify you of your current grade average during Weeks 8 and 15. At any time in the 

semester, though, you can easily figure out your own grade by adding up the points you have and dividing 

by the possible total. Semester grades will be determined by the following percentages/points:  

-Source Essay (Paper 1) 10% (100 points)  

-Source Essay (Paper 2) 10% (100 points)  

- includes in-class essay (Paper 3) 20% (200 points)  

– (Paper 4) 30% (300 points)  

 Includes annotated bibliography and oral report  

– includes in-class essay (Paper 5) 20% (200 points)  

Quizzes and attendance 10% (100 points)  

 

100% or 1000 points 

 

GRADING SCALE 
A = 94-100  

A- = 90-93  

B+ = 87-89  

B = 84-86  

B- = 80-83  

C+ = 77-79  

C = 74-76  

C- = 70-73  

D+ = 67-69  

D = 64-66  

D- = 60-63  

F = 59 and below  

QUIZZES  
I will give frequent quizzes. These quizzes check your preparation for the week’s activities and your 

recollection of previous material. These quizzes cannot be made up. If you show up late or don’t show up at 

all you will miss the points for that day. If you must miss class due to school-sponsored activities, you may 

request alternate assignments as long as you follow school policy.  

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT  
I will try not to waste your time in class and I ask that you give me your full attention.  

If you need to use your phone or your laptop during class, please leave the classroom.  

Please turn off your phone and close your laptop before class begins.  I don’t want any noise or texting 

during class. Your phone belongs out of sight during my class—not on your desk, in your lap, hidden under 

your book, etc. The same restrictions apply to your computer. Unless we are specifically using computers 

in class, put yours away.  

During class time, please respect me and your fellow classmates. Listen when someone else is talking, 

participate when appropriate, stay awake, and avoid disruptive behavior. I enjoy teaching and want to 

create the best possible learning environment for my students. If you do not want to be a part of the 

learning process, I will ask you to leave my class.  

 



ATTENDANCE  
When you arrive late or miss class, you will receive a zero for the day.  

LATE PAPER POLICY  
Papers are due on the date indicated on the syllabus. If you know you will be absent the day a paper is due, 

turn in your paper early. Because of unforeseen emergency situations, I do accept late papers; however, late 

papers will be docked 10 points for every weekday they are late. In unusual situations, I allow students to 

email me a paper. If, however, I cannot open the file attachment, your paper will be considered late until 

you send me a file I can open. If you are having trouble with a paper, go to the Writing Center (on the 4th 

floor of the HCC Building) or see me during office hours. It’s best to get help before the paper is due.  

CONFERENCES  
My office hours, e-mail address, and office phone # are all posted on the front of this syllabus. If my office 

hours do not coincide with your schedule, we can make other arrangements.  

Student Support Services 
Writing Center:  

If you need help writing papers, go to the Writing Center on the 4th floor of HCC Building. You can also 

visit them online at http://dixiewritingcenter.com/  

Library:  

If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Computer Center in the Smith 

Computer Center or the Library.  

The Library has all kinds of information and resources. Visit the library in the HCC Building or go to the 

library website at http://library.dixie.edu/ 

Testing Center: 

If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza Building. You can get 

information on their website at http://new.dixie.edu/testing/  

Tutoring Center 

If you need help beyond that provided by the resources above, go to the Tutoring Center: 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 

College Policies 
Dmail: Important class and college information is sent to your Dmail account. This information includes 

your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important 

dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All DSC students 

are automatically assigned a Dmail account. If you don't know your user name and password, go to 

www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions. You are responsible for information sent to 

your Dmail email, so please check it often.  

 

Classroom expectations:  

I have responsibility for managing the classroom environment to ensure a positive learning climate for all 

students. Students should arrive on time, stay until class is dismissed, follow instructions, and speak and act 

respectfully to me and their fellow students. If your behavior is disruptive, I will first let you know verbally 

that you are behaving inappropriately. If it continues, I will send you written notice that your behavior must 

change. As a last resort, I will drop you from the class. For more details, please see the disruptive behavior 

policy at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html  

 

College approved absences: Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if you anticipate 

being absent from class because of a college-sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips 

for other classes, etc.). Please read this information and follow the instructions carefully. The policy can be 

found at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html  

 

Academic honesty: I do not tolerate cheating. If I discover that cheating has occurred, I will give you a zero 

grade for that assignment or exam, and you will not be allowed to make it up. Repeated or aggravated 

offenses will result in failing the course. Any time you take credit for work you did not do, you are cheating. 

Dishonesty includes getting the answers to homework problems from someone else, copying information 

from a library or Internet source and presenting it as if it were your own words (plagiarism), looking at 

someone else's answers on an exam, or asking someone who has already taken a test about what questions it 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html


contains. (See “Student Code” http://library.dixie.edu/policies/studentcodesectionfour.pdf).  

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other 

disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in 

this class will need to contact DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for 

eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or 

accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule 

appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision 

of services.  

 

Important Dates:  

Aug 19  Classwork Starts  

Aug 23  Last Day to Add Without Signature  

Aug 26 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class)  

Sep 2 Labor Day  

Sep 3 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee  

Sep 9  Pell Grant Census  

Sep 9  Last Day for Refund  

Sep 9  Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade  

Sep 10  Courses dropped for non-payment  

Sep 13  Last Day to Add/Audit  

Oct 1 Graduation Application Deadline  

Oct 9  Mid-Term Grades Due  

Oct 10-11  Semester Break  

Oct 14  Last Day to Drop Individual Class  

Nov 8 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

Nov 11  Spring Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 

Nov 12  Career Day  

Nov 12  Spring Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits)  

Nov 13  Spring Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits)  

Nov 14 Spring Registration Open to All Students  

Nov 27-29  Thanksgiving Break  

Dec 6  Classwork Ends  

Dec 9-13  Final Exams  

 

Class Schedule: 
 
Week One                 Introductions; syllabus  
August 19-23           Pre-test  
                                     Strategies of rhetoric; in-class writing 
                                     Reading assigned  
 
Week Two                Research and discovery.  Finding subject, strategy and sources. 
August 26-30           Quiz. Reading assigned.  Rough Draft Paper 1 assigned (3 copies) 
 
 
Week Three               Grammar and Presentation. Peer Review.  Reading assigned. 
September 3-6          Quiz.  Citing sources. Professional Draft Paper 1 assigned 
(Labor Day is Sept. 2) 
 
Week  Four                  Professional Draft Paper 1 due 
September 9-13         Grammar and Presentation Discussion 
                                         Quiz. Reading assigned 
 



Week Five                    Peer Review.  Discussion: Diagnostic writing.   
September 16-20       In-class writing.  Reading assigned 
 
Week Six                       Quiz.  Analysis Discussion. In-class writing  
September 20-27       Rough Draft Paper 2 assigned. Reading assigned 
 
Week Seven                 Rough Draft Paper 2 due. Discussion: Analysis and Your Field.     
Sept. 30-Oct. 4             Quiz. Peer Review.  Critical response exercise in class 
                                          Professional Draft Paper 2 assigned. Reading assigned 
 
Week Eight                   Professional Draft Paper 2 due. Forming an argument 
October 7-9                  Finding the question. Using sources  
                                         Mid-term quiz and in-class writing. (Paper 3) Reading assigned 
  
Week Nine                    The Strategies of Rhetoric.  Forming an argument.  
October 14-18             The Burning  Question.  Finding, vetting and using sources. Quiz. 
                   Proposal for Annotated Bibliography and Research Paper assigned 
 
Week Ten                      Discussion, issues.  Reading assigned 
October 21-25              Quiz. Proposal due.  Consultations.   
 
Week Eleven                 Composing and revising   
Oct. 28- Nov. 1              Rough Draft Research Paper and Annotated 
                                          Bibliography (Paper 4) assigned 
 
Week Twelve                Rough Draft Research Paper & Annotated Bibliography due (Paper 4)  
November 4-8              Peer Review.  Discussion, issues. Professional Draft assigned                                           
 
Week Thirteen              Quiz. Professional Draft Research Paper and Annotated 
November 11-15          Bibliography Due (Paper 4).  Peer Review.  Discussion, issues 
 
Week Fourteen              Final Research Paper Due (Paper 4) 
November 18-22           Oral Presentations 
                                           
Week Fifteen                  Oral Presentations 
November 25-26 
(Thanksgiving Break  
November 27-29) 
 
Week Sixteen                In-class writing. 
December 2-6               Review for Final Exam 
                                           Post-test 
 
 
Final Exam (Same Classroom)    English 2010-17    Tuesday, December 10 12:30-2:30 pm 
                                                              English 2010-20     Monday, December 9       3:00-5:00 pm   
 
Please note: Students may not take the final exam early! 
Schedule your vacation accordingly! 



Requirements for Researched Report   
 
After your proposal has been accepted, please write a complete report that answers your 
research question.  Keep the tone objective, in third person, as if you were a journalist who 
was scrupulously fair and objective about the topic.   
Use only credible sources for your report. You must use at least 5 sources from the library 
database to demonstrate that you can use the library database, that you can read academic 
work, and that you can use research in an objective and fair way in a report. You may use 
other sources as necessary, but interviews or simple Internet sources do not count as part 
of the minimum 5 sources.  
You must cite your sources correctly, without plagiarizing either on purpose or accidentally.  
Students who plagiarize either way will not receive credit for this essay.  There is help for 
you if you are struggling or unsure. Come talk to me, or go to the writing center for 
assistance. 

1. Please write 8 – 10 pages. 

2. Use double-spaced, MLA format 

3. Use an objective tone of voice 

4. Include a works cited or references page including at least 6 academic sources 

5. Use signal phrases and parenthetical citations 

6. Use quotation marks around any words not your own 

7. DO NOT USE QUOTATIONS OVER 4 LINES LONG 

8. Make sure that quotations take up less than 1/3 of your paper 

9. Please answer your research question thoroughly and thoughtfully, considering all 

points of view 

10. Print out and include the 5 required sources in your submission 

How do I figure out a topic? 
You should try to answer a question that both you and a general audience might find 
interesting or useful.   What in your life troubles you that might also trouble other people?   
Examples:  How can college students with an average high school GPA and middle class 
parents get financial aid?  How do young people best ensure their financial futures?  What 
careers offer the most creative possibilities? Are trade schools a more lucrative option than 
liberal arts colleges?  How can young people maintain excellent credit scores throughout 
their entire lives? Where are the safest places to travel around the world? What places are 
the least safe?  How can a desert community save their water resources?  Is the trash 
problem across the world growing, and if so, what can be done about the problem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Researched Report (3-10 pages + 6 Works Cited) 

A-An “A” report is well-discussed using credible sources, appropriate for a particular audience, well-researched, 

logical, feasible, well-structured, and well-edited.  All of the information necessary to look at various viewpoints 

has been included, the information is believable, and the report is objectively written.  The “A” argument is also 

marked by stylistic finesse: the title and opening paragraph are engaging; the transitions are artful; the phrasing 

is tight, fresh, and highly specific.  The “A” report, because of its careful organization and development, imparts a 

feeling of wholeness and unusual clarity.  Sources will be credible, relevant, and well documented.  Student will 

demonstrate a fine ability to assess resources critically.  Significance will be considered.  Quotations will be used 

judiciously in support of the student's own ideas.  Quotations will be well-integrated into the writing, with very 

clear markers to indicate what is researched information and what is the student’s analysis.  Strict adherence to 

MLA or APA style will be apparent, and the works cited or reference page will correspond directly to the in-text 

citations.  

B--This paper is significantly more than competent.  Besides being almost free of mechanical errors, the “B” 

paper delivers substantial information–that is, substantial in both quantity and interest-value.  Its specific points 

are logically ordered and well developed to explain the varied viewpoints on the topic.  The “B” paper has many 

of the same characteristics as an “A” paper, but may have a problem paragraph or two.  Some aspects regarding 

the topic that should have been addressed have been ignored.  There are likely to be more 

punctuation/grammar errors than in the “A” paper.   Perhaps this became an argumentative essay rather than a 

report in its tone, yet the essay is still very well-written and interesting.  Even in this essay, the resources are 

used to support the student's ideas and do not take over the paper. MLA format is followed, but there may be 

some problems matching the sources to the in-text citations.   

C--This paper is generally competent; it meets the assignment, has few mechanical errors, and is reasonably 

well-organized and developed.  The actual information may seem incomplete or not very credible.  Perhaps the 

student has not used the most appropriate sources given the particular audience.  Perhaps the overall report 

does not seem reasonable or particularly well-researched.  Stylistically, the “C” paper may have other 

shortcomings: the opening paragraph does little to draw the reader in; the final paragraph offers only a 

perfunctory wrap-up; the transitions between paragraphs are often bumpy; the sentences, besides being a bit 

choppy, tend to follow predictable (hence monotonous) subject-verb-object patterns; and the diction is marred 

by repetitions, redundancy, and imprecision.  Sources are documented in MLA format but are presented in a 

stylistically uncertain manner.  Resources are present but tend to be used uncritically.  Perhaps a majority of the 

sources lack credibility even if the paper is otherwise well-written. The “C” paper, then, while it gets the job done, 

lacks both imagination and intellectual rigor.   

D--Papers fall below average expectations for a composition assignment.  The papers may have only a superficial 

connection to the assignment, may not respond fully to the assignment, may have numerous mechanical errors, 

and may be poorly organized.  The research may lack credibility or may be incomplete.  Perhaps only internet 

sources have been used.  Writing seems perfunctory–not well thought out.  Sentences do not progress in a 

logical order or do not follow accepted sentence structures.  Student relies heavily upon clichés, slang, double-

talk, or jargon.  Student did not follow conventions of punctuation, grammar, and spelling.  Paragraphs are not 

well developed.  Ideas are not well supported.  Student has attempted to document sources but has 

misunderstood the connection between in-text citations and the bibliography.  Maybe it is difficult to tell where 

researched information begins and ends.  Maybe the student used block quotations even though the prompt says 

not to. 

F--Papers do not meet minimum academic standards for passing essays.  Papers may not have met assignment 

requirements in terms of content, research, or genre.  Maybe the student did not use five academic sources.  

Maybe the student only patched together quotations, paraphrases, and summaries from sources and did not 

include his or her own voice.  Papers may be extremely underdeveloped, as if only perfunctory efforts have been 

made to explain the points with specific evidence.  Failing papers are often difficult to understand due to serious 

problems with the conventions of grammar, punctuation, and/ or spelling.  Papers may seem incoherent and 

disconnected.  Sources of information may not have been well-documented in MLA.  Information not common 

knowledge may not have been documented.  If the entire paper is a patchwork of direction quotations and 

paraphrases, without the student’s input and analysis, the paper cannot pass.  If no credible research has been 

accomplished, and documented, the paper cannot pass. 

0—Paper has been plagiarized, either inadvertently or purposefully, (doesn’t matter which). 
 


