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English 2140R-01 #25808 
Meets MWF 9:00 to 9:50am in HCC 470 
Credit Hours: 3 
 
Instructor: Dorothy Allred Solomon  
Office: HCC 458 
Office Hours: Office Hours: MWF: 8:00-9:00 am; 11:00 am-1:30pm 
Phone: 801-243-5068  
Email: solomon@dixie.edu 
 
Required textbooks:  The Poet’s Companion, by Addonizio and Laux, Writing Creative 
Nonfiction, by Forche and Gerard, Making Shapely Fiction, by Stern, and The Best American 
Short Stories of the Century, edited by Updike. 
 
Other Required Materials: Binders for portfolios, copying costs, Scantron for final exam. 
 
Course catalog description:  Welcome to Creative Writing.  English 2140 is an introductory 
seminar and a writing workshop. While the focus of this course will introducing you to the art 
and craft of creative writing, you will be asked to read examples of poetry, fiction and creative 
nonfiction to become better acquainted with each genre. These examples will provide you with 
structural and aesthetic models, and they will likely serve you with points of inspiration and 
creativity.  Given that much of your class time will be devoted to “workshopping,” your task will 
be to consider the merits of your classmates’ writing and provide constructive criticism and 
suggestions to them to further develop their work. By the end of English 2140, you will be better 
equipped to discuss content and artistic craft, and you will produce your own work in the genres 
of poetry and prose (i.e., prose being both fiction and creative nonfiction).  
 
Course objectives/goals:  As with any discipline in University, such as chemistry, philosophy, 
history, economics, etc., English 2140 is meant to introduce you to the fact that writing takes as 
much intellectual risk and discipline as any major worth studying. Here are the course 
objectives/goals: 
 
1. By reading and engaging the texts, you will be asked to develop an early, critical 

vocabulary with which to talk about poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction.  
2. By developing this vocabulary, you will be asked to learn that a more succinct way of 

talking about your classmates’ work is necessary to help him/her and yourself become a 
better writer.  

3. By learning to articulate your ideas about writing to better your classmates and yourself 
as a writer, you will be asked to actively practice this critical approach to writing and 
further learn to read like a writer.  

4. By reading like a writer and responding like a writer to written texts, you will be asked to 
form your own informed tastes and notions of what is “skillful/beautiful/tasteful” writing.  

5. By the end of the semester, you will be asked to consider that responding to writing 
comes from the acts of critical reading, thoughtful evaluation, and eventual articulation 
not of prescription (i.e., “write like me”) but of elucidation (i.e., “this is the reason why a 
word or phrase is cliché, reads flat,” or “this is how you might revise a line or paragraph 
to make it clearer, finer, etc.”). 
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On the Course Required Texts & Daily Readings 
My hope is that you will enjoy the reading this semester. These poems, short stories, and essays 
were chosen for their creativity, playfulness, depth of intelligence, and, honestly put, for their 
potential cultural commentary—insofar as they may challenge how we see ourselves and each 
other as a collective society. Some of these texts may challenge your ways of thinking, but in my 
estimation a large body of literature does just that. If you read a poem, short story, or essay that 
you don’t like, try to read the piece again when you’re in a better frame of mind. If a poem 
doesn’t make sense on the first read, look at the structure, attention to sound, figure out words’ 
definitions, research cultural references, etc.; and, if a short story loses you or fails to earn your 
interest, dig for character development or human significance. In other words, give these texts 
(and yourself) a chance. Lastly, work hard to organize your time so you are not reading at the last 
minute or late into the night when your mind would rather be working through how to make 
sense of your course workload or the day’s events. 
______________________________________ 
 
If you want to earn an A in this class: 

1. Attend each class. 
2. Read the assigned reading, and understand it, in full by the date it’s due. 
3. Read actively and critically. Mark up the text! 
4. Participate actively in class discussion every day! Come with questions to ask and/ ideas 

about what the text is saying or doing. Come to class prepared for workshop. 
5. Start your writing submission earlier than the night (or morning) before it’s due. 
6. Don’t sleep in class or talk out of turn  
7. Don’t copy anything from the Internet or any other text in your writing without giving 

credit. 
8. Write your heart out and produce your most excellent work.  
 

READING SCHEDULE 
Readings from the text will be assigned each week.  
IN-CLASS EXERCISES, PARTICIPATION, AND ATTENDANCE  
In-class exercises will check your preparation and absorption for the week’s activities, your recollection of previous 
material, and your ability to apply what you have learned. These in-class activities cannot be made up. If you show 
up late or don’t show up at all you will miss the points for that day. If you must miss class due to school-sponsored 
activities, you may request alternate assignments as long as you follow school policy.  
ATTENDANCE  
When you arrive late or miss class, it will reflect on your grade.  
CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT  
I will try not to waste your time in class and I ask that you give me your full attention.  
Unless you are using your smart phone, notebook or laptop for class-related activity, please turn off your electronic 
equipment before class begins.  
During class time, please respect me and your fellow classmates. Listen when someone else is talking, participate 
when appropriate, stay awake, and avoid disruptive behavior. I enjoy teaching and want to create the best possible 
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learning environment for my students. If you do not want to be a part of the learning process, I will ask you to leave 
my class.  
 
CONFERENCES  
My office hours, e-mail address, and office phone # are all posted on the front of this syllabus. If my office hours do 
not coincide with your schedule, we can make other arrangements.  
Student Support Services 
Writing Center:  
If you need help writing papers, go to the Writing Center on the 4th floor of HCC Building. You can also visit them 
online at http://dixiewritingcenter.com/  
Library:  
If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Computer Center in the Smith Computer 
Center or the Library.  
The Library has all kinds of information and resources. Visit the library in the HCC Building or go to the library 
website at http://library.dixie.edu/ 
Testing Center: 
If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza Building. You can get information on 
their website at http://new.dixie.edu/testing/  
Tutoring Center 
If you need help beyond that provided by the resources above, go to the Tutoring Center: 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 
 
College Policies 
Dmail: Important class and college information is sent to your Dmail account. This information includes 
your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important 
dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All DSC students 
are automatically assigned a Dmail account. If you don't know your user name and password, go to 
www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions. You are responsible for information sent to 
your Dmail email, so please check it often.  
 
Classroom expectations: I have responsibility for managing the classroom environment to ensure a positive 
learning climate for all students. Students should arrive on time, stay until class is dismissed, follow 
instructions, and speak and act respectfully to me and their fellow students. If your behavior is disruptive, I 
will first let you know verbally that you are behaving inappropriately. As a last resort, I will drop you from 
the class. For more details, please see the disruptive behavior policy at: 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html  
 
College approved absences: Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if you anticipate 
being absent from class because of a college-sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips 
for other classes, etc.). Please read this information and follow the instructions carefully. The policy can be 
found at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html  
 
Academic honesty: I do not tolerate cheating or plagiarism.  If I discover that plagiarism has occurred, I will 
give you a zero grade for that assignment and you will not be allowed to make it up. Repeated or aggravated 
offenses will result in failing the course. Any time you take credit for work you did not do, you are cheating. 
Dishonesty includes getting the answers to homework problems from someone else, copying information 
from a library or Internet source and presenting it as if it were your own words (plagiarism), looking at 
someone else's answers on an exam, or asking someone who has already taken a test about what questions it 
contains. (See “Student Code” http://library.dixie.edu/policies/studentcodesectionfour.pdf). 
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The Dixie State College Policies and Procedures reads as follows: 
3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State 
College, including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other 
person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State 
College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place 
on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 
classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or 
college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class 
activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may 
dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may 
appeal those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other 
disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in 
this class will need to contact DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for 
eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or 
accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule 
appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision 
of services.  
 
English 2140 Required Course Assignments & Percentage Breakdown 
 
200pts Poetry Portfolio: For the poetry portfolio you will be asked to include two 
thoughtfully revised poems and your peers’/professor’s commented on drafts of your two 
poems. I ask that you include the drafts so that I might see the decisions you made as a 
writer, where your poems have grown, and that you are taking the reading into great 
consideration. You also will be asked to provide a 1 ½-page, single-spaced Critical 
Introduction to your portfolio detailing your drafting process, revision process, and overall 
vision for your poems. The quality of your final drafts, your Critical Introduction, and 
your revision improvements will determine your portfolio grade. 
 
200pts Fiction Portfolio: For the fiction portfolio you will be asked to include two 5-7 



Creative Writing Course Description 
ENGL 2140R-01 (MWF 9:00-9:50 a.m.) 

Classroom:  HCC Bldg. Room 470 
Page 5 

 
page short stories and the commented-on drafts from your peers/professor, of these pieces 
of work. You also will be asked to provide a 1 ½-page, single-spaced Critical Introduction 
to your portfolio detailing your drafting process, revision process, and overall vision for 
your prose. The quality of your final drafts, your Critical Introduction, and your revision 
improvements will determine your portfolio grade. 
 
200pts Nonfiction Portfolio: For the nonfiction portfolio, you will be asked to include one 
5-7 page essay and the commented-on drafts from your peers/professor, of this piece of 
work. You also will be asked to provide a 1 ½-page, single-spaced Critical Introduction to 
your portfolio detailing your drafting process, revision process, and overall vision for your 
prose. The quality of your final draft, your Critical Introduction, and your revision 
improvements will determine your portfolio grade.   
 
200pts Attendance, Participation, and Preparation Checks: During the semester we will 
have quizzes on the reading assignments, in-class exercises, and short writing 
assignments. Also, I expect you to actively participate in workshops, which means 
showing up with your Peer Review form filled out, ready to engage in discussion. 
Workshop participation includes actively reading your classmates’ work, listening to and 
building on your classmates’ comments, and keeping up the discussion. Workshop 
preparation checks means preparing ahead of time by reading and writing comments on 
your classmates’ work before you come to class. Your grade will be damaged by 
uninspired attention to your classmates’ work. (Remember, your classmates are counting 
on you as much as you’re counting on them). This grade includes your participation as a 
Peer Reviewer.   
 
200pts Final Exam: At the end of the semester, you will take a multiple choice and T/F 
exam on the terms and principles we have discussed during the semester. 
 
100% or 1000 points 
GRADING SCALE 
A = 94-100  
A- = 90-93  
B+ = 87-89  
B = 84-86  
B- = 80-83  
C+ = 77-79  
C = 74-76  
C- = 70-73  
D+ = 67-69  
D = 64-66  
D- = 60-63  
F = 59 and below  
 
Students can track their grades on Canvas. 
 
Course Completion Policy 
No assignment will be accepted after our scheduled final exam day. Missing or 
Incomplete assignments will be assigned a Zero (0). Students absent from campus with 
the sanction of the college will be allowed to make up missed in-class work only if they 
consult with me and make arrangements before the scheduled activity. We will adhere to 
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the policies set out by DSC in the “Policies for Absences Related to College Functions.” 
The final exam must be taken during the scheduled time. It cannot be taken early or late. 
 
If You Stop Attending Class 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s 
drop deadline. This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on 
the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.” Click on the given semester’s class 
schedule. For Fall 2013, the drop date is October 14th. 
 
Important Dates:  
Jan 12 Classwork Starts 
Jan 15 Last Day for Waitlist 
Jan 16 Last Day to Add Without Signature 
Jan 19 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan 22 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 
Jan 22 Residency Application Deadline 
Jan 27 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 
Feb 2 Spring 2015 Associate's degree Graduation Application Deadline 
Feb 2 Pell Grant Census 
Feb 2 Last Day for Refund 
Feb 2 Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 
Feb 4 Courses dropped for non-payment 
Feb 6 Last Day to Add/Audit 
Feb 16 President's Day 
Mar 2 Summer 2015 Bachelor's degree Graduation Application Deadline 
Mar 2 Mid-Term Grades Due 
Mar 6 Last Day to Drop Individual Class 
Mar 9-13 Spring Break 
Mar 23 Fall Class schedule available online 
Mar 23 Summer Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 
Mar 24 Summer Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 
Mar 25 Summer Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 
Mar 26 Summer Registration open to all students 
Apr 1 Fall 2015 Bachelor's degree Graduation Application Deadline 
Apr 10 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 
Apr 13 Fall Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 
Apr 14 Fall Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 
Apr 15 Fall Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 
Apr 16 Fall Registration open to all students 
Apr 29 Classwork Ends 
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Apr 30 Reading Day 
May 1 Final Exams 
May 1 Associate's degree Graduation Deadline - Summer 2015 
May 4-7 Final Exams 
May 8 Commencement 

 

 
 
Tentative weekly class schedule: I reserve the right to change this schedule. Readings may be 
added or amended. Class activities may be added or amended without announcement. Please 
bring your textbook to every class meeting! 
 
Class date Class activities Reading/ Preparation  
Week 1 
Monday, January 12, 2015 

Course description 
Class introductions 
What constitutes good 
writing? 

Review the course syllabus 
Purchase textbook 

Wednesday, January 14 Syllabus 
Poetry Discussion 
Sign up for poetry workshops 

Read pgs. 11-28 in Poet’s 
Companion 

Friday, January 16 Discuss reading assignment 
Discuss Imagism 

Read pgs. 85-91 in Poet’s 
Companion 

Week 2 
Monday, January 19 

Martin Luther King Day No School! 

Wednesday, January 21 Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 94-101 
104-112 in Poet’s Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, January 23 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 104-112 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 3  
Monday, January 26 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 115-127 in Poet’s 
Companion.  
Prepare peer reviews. 

Wednesday, January 28 Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 129-134 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, January 30 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 138-148 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 4 
Monday, February 2 

Discuss reading assignment 
Writing Exercise 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 151-158 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, February 4 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Writing exercise 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 161-170 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, February 6 Discuss reading assignment Read pgs. 171-185 in Poet’s 
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 Writing exercise 

Workshop 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 5 
Monday, February 9 

Discuss reading assignment 
Writing exercise 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 186-192 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, February 11 Discuss reading assignment. 
Work on Poetry Portfolios  
Sign up for Fiction Workshops 

Prepare poetry portfolio 
Read pgs. 200-216 in  
Poet’s Companion 
 

Friday, February 13 
 
 

Poetry Portfolio due 
Complete Poetry section. 
Discuss reading assignments 

Read pgs. 217-230 in Poet’s 
Companion 
 

Week 6 
Monday, February 16 

President’s Day No School 

Wednesday, February 18 Discuss Fiction 
Discuss reading assignments 
Writing exercise 
Workshop 

Read Introduction and pgs. 3-
11, Making Shapely Fiction 
Read “Theft,” pg. 105-110 
Best American Short Stories  
Prepare peer reviews  

Friday, February 20 Discuss Building Character  
Discuss reading assignments 
Writing exercise 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 12-39, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Read “That Evening Sun Go 
Down” BASS, pp. 111-126 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 7 
Monday, February 23 

Discuss reading assignment 
Writing exercise 
Workshop  
 

Read pgs. 40-57, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews  
 

 
Wednesday, February 19 

Discuss reading assignments. 
Writing exercise 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 61-76, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews  
 

 
Friday, February 21 
 

Discuss reading assignments. 
Writing exercise 
Workshop 
 

Read pgs. 79-104, Making 
Shapely Fiction. 
Prepare peer reviews 
 

Week 8 
Monday, February 24 
 

Discuss reading assignments. 
Writing exercise 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 104-126, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, February 26 
 

Discuss reading assignments. 
Writing exercise 
Workshop  

Read pgs. 127-151, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews  
 

Friday, February 28 Discuss reading assignments. 
Writing exercise 
Workshop  
 

Read pgs. 152-174, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 
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Week 9 
Monday, March 3 

Discuss reading assignments. 
Workshop 
Writing exercise 
 

Read pgs. 174-192, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, March 5  
Workshop  
 

Read pgs. 192-210, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Prepare Fiction Portfolio 
 

Friday, March 7 
 

Discussion: Dialogue and 
Conflict in Fiction 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 211-242, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
 
 

Week 10 
Monday, March 10-14 

Spring Break  
No School 

Second Work of Fiction 
Preparation 

Monday, March 16 In-class Workshop of Second 
Piece of Fiction (not the flash 
fiction) 

Read pgs. 243-270, Making 
Shapely Fiction 
Second Work of Fiction due 
for informal workshop 

 
Wednesday, March 19 

Flash Fiction Workshop Discuss revision, publication. 
Prepare peer review 

 
Friday, March 21 

Fiction Wrap-up 
Fiction Portfolio Due. 
Sign up for non-fiction 
workshops 

 

Week 12 
Monday, March 24 

Introduce Creative Non-
Fiction 

Read pgs. 3-16 in Telling True 
Stories  
 

 
Wednesday, March 26 

Discuss reading assignment Read pgs. 19-28 in Telling 
True Stories 
  

 
Friday, March 28 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 35-39 and 55-62 in 
Telling True Stories  
Prepare peer reviews Prepare 
peer reviews  

 
Week 13 
Monday, March 31 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 97-109 in Telling 
True Stories 
Prepare peer reviews  
 

 
Wednesday, April 2 

Workshop  Read pgs. 109-121 in Telling 
True Stories 
Prepare peer reviews.   
 

 
Friday, April 4 

 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 125-139 in Telling 
True Stories 
Prepare peer reviews 
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Week 14 
Monday, April 7 

Workshop Read pgs.139-159, Telling 
True Stories.  
Prepare peer reviews Prepare 
peer reviews 

 
Wednesday, April 9 
 

Workshop Prepare peer reviews 

 
Friday, April 11 
 

Workshop Prepare peer reviews 

Week 15 
Monday, April 14 

 
Workshop 

 Prepare Non-fiction Portfolio 

 
Wednesday, April 16 

 
Revisions 

 
Work in Partnerships 

 
Friday, April 18 
 
 

Nonfiction Portfolio Due  
Integrating genres 
Selected Revisions for  
Reading 

 
Work in Partnerships 

Week 16 
Monday, April 21 

Post-test  
Prepare for final exam 

In-class exercises 
Prepare for final exam 
Invite audience to Reading 

 
Wednesday, April 23 

 
Reading 

 
Celebrate! 

 
Friday, April 25 

 
No Class 
Classwork has ended  

Today, all classwork is final. 
Grades cannot be changed 
after the final exam. 
 

Final exam 
 
Wednesday, April 30  
 
 
 

Final exam:  
 
10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Meet in HCC 470  
(our regular classroom) 

Students may NOT take the 
final exam early. Please 
schedule your vacation so that 
you can be present. 

 
 


