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English 2010 – Intermediate College Writing 

 

Instructor: Chelsi Sutton Linderman 

Office Hours: My office is located in the Browning Resource Learning Center Room 112A. I hold office hours T TH 

from 8:00 AM-9:00 AM & 11:00 AM-1:00 PM. If these hours do not work for you, please know you are always welcome 

to make an appointment with me.  

Office Phone: 435-652-7868 

Cell Phone: 435-512-3705 – You may call or text this number anytime, so long as it is English related and before 

midnight. 

Course Information: This is a 3 credit course: Prereq: Lib. 1010 & Engl. 1010, CRN: 41870 

Meeting MWF in MCD 102 W. 5:15-7:45 

 

Course Materials: ReReading America 7
th
 Edition ISBN: 0-312-44703-5 

 

Macbeth By: William Shakespeare ISBN: 0-451-52677-5 * Note – though any copy of Macbeth will 

work for class, I strongly recommend using the same printing edition as I do  

so your page and line numbers will match those I refer to in class. 

 

Manila Folder 

 

USB Drive 

 

Instructor Email: Sutton@dixie.edu 

 

What will this course be like for me? 

This is a writing course…designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and basic essay writing skills 

studied in English 1010. You will increase your capacity to think clearly and independently, learn to order your 

thinking and learn to communicate knowledge and ideas more skillfully. You will receive training and the skills 

necessary for written communication demands in college, on the job and as citizens. To reach those objectives, 

the course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, edit and revise. 

 

The course will emphasize analytical, expository and source-supported writing and library research in which 

students will demonstrate an understanding of information literacy and the skills necessary to enable competent 

and successful research. 

 

This course will also build upon and improve upon the usage of writing mechanics principals students have 

learned in English 1010. 

 

mailto:Sutton@dixie.edu
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This is a writing course…grounded in real-world application. As many students will be moving into fields 

where they will work and interact with other colleagues, much of the work in English 2010 is collaborative in 

nature. You will work in a small group for the entire course of the semester. These small groups will combine 

their individual class writings into one large, collaborative document to be presented to the class in a 20 minute 

oral presentation near the end of the semester. Often these group dynamics mirror those that you will someday 

face in your career; people don’t pull their weight, people get sick, some do too much, others do nothing. You 

will learn how to combat all of these circumstances to successfully complete a project and complete the course.  

 

While you will write your own essays and be graded individually on this work, it should always be with the 

large goal of the final collaborative document in sight. 

 

2010 is an exciting year, perhaps a historical and pivotal year for our country, and our class will be taking 

advantage of the social discourse going on across the United States as a new presidential administration takes 

office. That being said, it should be perfectly clear that this is NOT a social studies course or a political science 

class. While contemporary social issues will emerge and be discussed in our class our focus will be on how 

these different opinions are expressed and communicated in writing, not on which view is right or wrong.  

 

This is a writing course… with a carefully selected textbook that works nicely with the above goals. 

ReReading America contains many essays that question and address social practices, procedures and policies in 

our country. These essays are interesting and provide models of analytical, classification, persuasive, pro-con 

and cause-and-effect writings. You will study and learn from the craft of these essays foremost, and secondly 

will consider the ideas presented in them. It is imperative to approach this textbook with an open and critical 

mind. Some essays may directly question some students’ world views. Such works should not be seen as 

oppressive or offensive. You should not feel that you must disagree or agree with every idea presented in 

ReReading America in order to do well in the course. I fully expect our class to argue, analyze and question the 

content of this book. I also expect us to thoughtfully consider, respectfully discuss and examine the craft of 

these writings as well. Absolutely no discrimination or persecution based on any individuals’ race, class, 

religion, culture, political or world views will be tolerated in this class.   

 

The second assigned text for this class, Macbeth, may at first seem like an odd choice for a course so focused on 

writing about and understanding other writings on contemporary issues. However, keep in mind this statement 

from literary analyst, Mary McCarthy: “It is a troubling thought that Macbeth, of all Shakespeare's characters, 

should seem the most 'modern,' the only one you could transpose into contemporary battle dress or a sport shirt 

and slacks.”  You will read and thoughtfully consider this text in preparation for writing a literary analysis essay 

in class. You should also keep in mind that the DSC theater department will be performing MacBeth in the 

Spring and that the college will be hosting an in-house academic conference in conjunction with the 

production.. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 

 

What sort of essays should I expect to write? 

 

This is a writing course… and you should expect to write extensively throughout the semester. For this course, 

students are required by Dixie State College to write 3-4 shorter essays (2000 words in total) in genres such as 

analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con or cause & effect. Students will also write one 10-12 page research 

paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article 

databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias and/or Utah’s catalog). Students will also produce an 

annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources. 

 

This is a writing course…and you must be prepared on days when you are asked to write and revise in class. 

Always keep your essays on a flash drive and always bring your flash drive to class. On writing days if you 

often tell me, “I can’t work because my only copy is at home on my computer” your grade will be negatively 

impacted. ***MAC users, be sure that you have a system to effectively transfer your work onto a PC for in-

class writing. 

 

I expect all class work that is turned in to be type-written, unless otherwise directed. Assignments must be 

submitted in hard-copy format. I do NOT accept assignments by email. When handing in a draft or a final copy 

of your essay please follow the format below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Be sure to save all pre-writing, early drafts and final drafts! When you submit an essay for grading please 

submit your work in the following order: 

Top: Best Draft 

Earlier Draft with instructor Comments 

Earlier draft with Peer Comments 

Any Free Writing or Pre-Writing you have done 

Writing Center Documentation 

First & Last Name 

ENGL. 2010 

Assignment Name 

Date of Printout 

      An Effective, Original Title 

 

 The body of your essay should be evenly double-spaced, with no extra spaces between paragraphs. Please avoid 

distracting or flowery fonts, as well as oddly large or small font sizes. Times new Roman pt. 12 is a good font.  Also, 

Microsoft users, remember that you will have to change your default margins to one inch. Please also number your 

pages. 

                   1 



 

4 

 

 

***Because you will be combining all of your final work into a collaborative document at the end of the 

semester, be sure that you save all of your final drafts electronically throughout the course. 

 

Is there any other coursework? 

This is a writing course…and the best skills for writing can be obtained by reading good writing. You will 

have assigned readings from the class text each night. To help ensure that you complete these readings we will 

begin each class period by taking a short, five question reading quiz. This quiz will be administered the first five 

minutes of class. You should not resent these quizzes, but instead view them as a tool to help keep you on track 

and ensure that you get the most out of a class that you are paying good money to take. I will drop your two 

lowest quiz scores. 

 

This is a writing course…that concludes with a final oral presentation given by your small group on your 

collaborative document. This 20 minute presentation constitutes your course final.  

 

What if I fall asleep and don’t make it class? 

This is a writing course…and I take your work very seriously, as you also should. To that end, participation 

and attendance are imperative and count towards your final grade. I expect you to be on time and present for 

each class. 

 

Student attendance is almost always a strong reflection for student performance in class. Having said that, I 

understand that life can be difficult and complex. Sometimes some of you will have great reasons for missing 

class. Yet, great reasons don’t change the fact that you are still missing class activities, discussions, sample 

essays and directions. So, if you choose not to attend class one day, please choose wisely what days you will be 

missing. Also, please communicate with me so I can help you stay on track and succeed. If you have more than 

3 class absences your attendance and participation grade will begin to be affected. Please also note that 3 tardies 

=one absence in my book. If you miss class for a school excused absence it is your responsibility to let me 

know. Please become familiar with the college’s policy on school excused absences at: 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus 

 

 

What if I get sick? 

This is a writing course…that is very important, but not more important than your health and your classmates’ 

health. As this flu season is anticipated to be one of the worse, please do not attend class if you are experiencing 

flu-like symptoms. Instead, visit the campus health and wellness center where they can confirm and treat your 

illness. I will work with you on attendance and assignments in the event that you are ill during the semester. 

Please just let me know. 

 

 

 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus
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What about late work? 

This is a writing course…based on the concept that things are “better late than never.” That being said, late 

work, while accepted, is docked. For each day that an assignment is late your score will be docked one letter 

grade. For example, a late paper that is of A quality turned in two days late will only receive a C grade. ***Also 

note that assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you come to class after an assignment is already 

collected your essay will be considered late and docked half a letter grade. Be sure you arrange for printing time 

far ahead of class.  

 

What if my cell phone goes off? 

This is a writing course…and cell phones are distracting to the learning environment. Please refrain from 

using cell phones to call or text during class. I-Pods also should not be used or worn during class, don’t leave 

your buds in your ears and think I won’t notice. Cell phones must be on Silent or Vibrate mode. Should your 

cell phone ring during class you have a choice in how you make up for that distraction to your peers: 1 – you 

may either write an extra essay or do and extra oral report on a topic at my discretion. Or 2 – you may bring 

donuts for each member of class the following period.  

 

What if I think I am lousy at English and am worried about my writing? 

This is a writing course…based on the belief that the ability to write well is not inherent in some and absent in 

others. Writing is a process, and all who honor that process have the potential to become great writers. We will 

work through multiple drafts of each assignment and workshop and review the work of other students in class. 

It is important you are present for each peer review session, as they count towards your final grade and cannot 

be made up. 

 

It is also important that you are prepared on peer review workshop days. If you come to class unprepared I will 

ask you to leave and count you as absent. Being prepared for these days means: 

1- Coming to class on time 

2- Coming to class with an essay written with genuine effort; hurried, half-baked drafts are not helpful to 

the writing process. 

3- Bring enough copies of your draft for each member of your assigned small group. 

 

So how do I earn a good grade in this course? 

This is a writing course…that focuses on written communication at the sophomore college level. Our course 

will focus on analytical composition and be very challenging. I do not say this to scare you. Nonetheless, know 

that the bar has been raised from a freshman composition course. In this course simply showing up and turning 

in the assignments will not earn you a passing grade. You must learn and master the material. 

 

I do not expect you to necessarily come to this class as a strong writer. I do not even expect you to passionately 

love writing by the time we conclude. However, I do expect you to improve your writing skills, and even more 

importantly, to gain confidence in your writing ability. I am always happy to work individually with you to help 
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accomplish these goals. If at any point in the semester you are concerned with your progress please come see 

me. 

 

Anything else I should know? 

This is a writing course…and all work that you submit for grading should be your own, original work. 

Plagiarism is a serious offense at this, or any other college or university. Plagiarism can result in your failure of 

the course, expulsion and/or a permanent mark on your academic file. Plagiarism is either: 

1- Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to them. 

2- Using someone else’s exact phrasing without “quoting” them. 

Also note that I do not tolerate “academic dishonesty” in this class. Academic dishonesty includes things such 

as copying down test questions to hand over to your roommate later, or turning in a paper that you wrote for a 

previous class as original work for this course.  

 

What will I have to show for my hard work at the end of the semester? 

This is a writing course…with the following specific objectives: 

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES 

 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, 

organizing, drafting, revising and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement and presentation of support 

material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, pronouns, 

synonyms, topic sentences, transitions and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and 

the paper as a whole.  

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the 

thesis, suggest a plan of development and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an end, 

and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points. 

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, 

and are joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaborative writing. 

 Use concise and precise language. 

 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
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 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs. 

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety. 

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 

READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e. the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases. 

 

RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES 

 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. 

 Demonstrate competent use of computerized catalogs, periodical indexes, and the variety of electronic 

databases available for research.  

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, and 

research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas. 

 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper. 

  

What resources are available to help me along the way? 

This is a writing course…and to ensure students get the most out of their time in this class Dixie State College 

provides the following resources and policies: 

 

1 – The Writing Center: 

 The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Learning resource 

Center. Call 652-7743 for hours and more information. You will be required to visit the Writing Center twice 

during the semester. 
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2 – Online Writing Lab 

 You can consult the Online Writing lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, 

and for numerous links to relevant web-sites. To reach the page, type the following link in your browser 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC homepage, scroll to “academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.” 

You may submit an essay electronically ONCE to fulfill the requirement to use the Writing Center throughout 

the semester.  

 

3 – Disability Statement: 

 If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit a 

major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus. The Center coordinator 

and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services. If you are deemed eligible, reasonable 

accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be assigned. If you have any questions concerning 

the process, please contact the Center at 652-7516; they are located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 

of the Edith Whitehead Building. 

 

4 – Use of the D-mail Account 

 Important class and college information will be sent to your d-mail accounts regularly. This information 

includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classed, reminders of 

important dates and events, and other information critical to your success at this institution. All DSC students 

are automatically assigned a d-mail account. You will be held responsible for information sent to your d-mail 

account so check it regularly. ***If you are using another email account, or having your dmail forwarded to 

another account, please add my name and email address to your “safe” list so my messages do not end up in 

your junk folder. 

 

5 – If You Stop Attending Class 

 It is your responsibility to drop the class before the semester’s drop deadline. This deadline date can be 

found on the DSC homepage (www.new.dixie.edu) on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.” 

 

 

This is a writing course…and I am greatly looking forward to sharing an exciting and challenging 

semester with you. I reserve the right to change or adjust this syllabus, the points-possible rubric, or the daily 

homework schedule at any point during the semester if I feel such change to be conducive to the goals and 

objectives outlined in this document.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://www.new.dixie.edu/


 

9 

 

Points Possible 

Assignment Title Assignment Weight Your Score 

Political Cartoon Analysis – A1 50  

Political Cartoon Peer Review 25  

Rhetorical Analysis – A2 100  

Rhetorical Analysis Peer Review 25  

Literary Analysis –A3 100  

Literary Analysis Peer Review 25  

Abstract Draft – A4 50  

Draft Peer Review  25  

Research Essay – A5 100  

Research Essay Peer Review  25  

Annotated Bibliography 100  

Collaborative Document 90  

“Magazine” Extra 10  

Final Presentation 100  

Writing Center Visit 1 25  

Writing Center Visit 2 25  

Student-Instructor Conference 25  

Attendance & Participation 100  

Reading Quizzes 100  

English 2010 Pretest 12  

English 2010 Post test 38  

TOTAL 1100  

 

 To calculate your grade at any point during the semester, use the following formula:  Take the total number of 

points you have earned from the “Your Score” column and divide it by the total number of points possible from 

the “Assignment Weight” column.  

 

A+ 100%-97% 

A 96%-93% 

A- 92%-90% 

B+ 89%-87% 

B 86%-83% 

B- 82% - 80% 

C+ 79%-77% 

C 76%-73% 

C- 72%-70% 

D+ 69%-67% 

D 66%-63% 

D- 62%-60% 

F 59% and below

 


