
English 2790 Syllabus – Spring 2011 

2 Lecture Credits CRN:42647 

Instructor: Chelsi Sutton 

Sutton@dixie.edu 

Office Phone: 652-7868, Cell phone: 435-512-3705 

Office: BRN 112A 

Office Hours: M & W: 2:00-3:00, 4:00-500. Tuesdays 4:00-5:15 

You may familiarize yourself with the course catalog description of this class at the English Department’s homepage. 

 

Meeting: Mondays: 4:00-5:30, in Chelsi’s office or Den Hinton’s conference Room.  Email Weekly. 

 

Course Description: 
English 2790 is a course designed to facilitate learning about the importance of peer review and revision in the 

writing process. This course is closely linked to Writing Center theory and experience, because of this much of 

the material we cover in class and the course work for the class centers around practices and procedures 

common to the Writing Center at Dixie State College, as well as other Writing Center programs at other 

institutions.  

 

Because this is a two credit course that only meets once a week, you should dedicate another hour of the week, 

at a time of your choosing, to actively work on a project that deepens your understanding of Writing Center 

theory and practice. These projects are at your discretion – they may include volunteering in the Writing Center 

for an hour each week, observing working Writing Center tutors, interviewing students on campus to find out 

their needs and perspectives with regards to the Writing Center, reading additional theory articles of your 

choosing and preparing a short 10 minute presentation on the article to share with the class, creating materials 

for use in the Writing Center, working on publicity materials for the Writing Center, and any other number of 

projects you feel would be beneficial to your learning. You must approve these projects with me before 

completing them, and have a way to show evidence of their completion each week.  

 

During the credit hour that we meet together as a group we will discuss various readings assigned the previous 

week.  

 

Because of the small and rather informal nature of our class it is imperative that you understand you will get as 

much out of this course as you put into it. You should not view English 2790 as a “fly by” class, where you can 

contribute very little effort and still receive a passing grade. Rather, you should work diligently to invest your 

time and energy in this course, viewing it as an opportunity to discuss and network with a small group of 

individuals who share the same interest in peer tutoring, editing and revision as you do. It is important that you 

work to actively contribute and participate in this course. This means being on time and present for class 

meetings, checking your email daily – if not twice a day, and communicating with me at least once a week 

outside of class about your individual project credit hour. You may communicate by me in person, by email or 

phone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sutton@dixie.edu


Course Work & Assignment Descriptions: 
 

 15 course readings accompanied by reading log (at least ½ page) 10 points 

each (150 total) 

 Volunteering for 4 hours a semester in the Writing Center 

25 points each hour (100 total) 

 Creating 3 handout materials to be used in Writing Center 

50 points each (150 points total) 

 Handout Role-Plays – 25 pts each (100 pts total) 

 5  page research project or essay 

100 points 

 15 approved weekly projects 

25 points each (375 points total) 

 13 Writing Tutorials http://writing2.richmond.edu/training/tough/index.html  

 

Individual Learning Project Plan: 
During the first week of class use the following chart to plan your individual English 2790 learning 

projects. You must plan your projects up until at least Fall Break – you may plan them all out if you like. 

While you should try and stick with the initial plan you make, I understand that your interests might 

change and shift as you gain more knowledge and understanding through class. Know that all changes to 

the projects outlined in your initial plan must be approved by me one week prior to completing them. 

For example, if you wanted to change a project you planned to be completed on Sept. 20, you must 

approve that change with me by Sept. 13.  (**You may only volunteer in the Writing Center for 3 

additional hours to the 4 required by the course) 

 

Week Monday When We Meet 

3 Jan. 26   

 

 

 

4 Feb. 2 

 

 

5 Feb. 9 

Fist handout Due 

 

6 Feb. 16 

 

 

 

http://writing2.richmond.edu/training/tough/index.html


7 Feb. 23 

 

 

8 March 2 

 

Second handout Due 

 

9 March 9 

 

 

10 March 16 SPRING BREAK 

 

 

 

13 March 23 

 

 

 

14 March 30 

Third Handout DUE 

 

Tutorials DONE 

15 April 6 

 

 

 

16 April 13 

 

 

17 April 20 

 

 

 

18 April 27 

 

***Late work will not be accepted 
 

 



 

English 2790 Research Essay 

Assignment Requirements: 

3– academic writing 

2 pages – reflection 

3 secondary research sources 

Proper MLA or APA Citation 

Accompanying abstract 

Annotated Bibliography 

 

Assignment Description: 

 

Throughout the semester you have read and discussed theories and pedagogies concerning teaching and supporting the 

Writing Process through peer revision and through a formalized Writing Center. You have spent time in DSC’s Writing 

Center, interviewed tutors and thoughtfully considered the tutoring process.  This assignment asks you to reflect on these 

experiences and consider looking further into some facet of the Writing Center world. 

 

You will choose a research project or essay topic connected in some way to Writing Center practice, peer revision or the 

supporting students in the Writing Process. You may also propose a research or service project that is designed to support 

and enhance the DSC writing center (IE – organizing a faculty workshop on citation).  

 

You should submit your idea in a 1 page academic proposal to be approved by Chelsi. After you propose a topic you will 

begin to research that topic. You may use any of the class readings, library material, material from the international 

Writing Center association and the Library databases. You must include at least three supporting sources in your final 

project, though I recommend considering more than that as you shape your ideas and understanding of your project. You 

will discuss the quality and relevance of these sources in an annotated bibliography. The formatting for annotated 

bibliographies will be discussed in class. 

 

Accompanying your essay will be a two page reflection portion of the assignment. In this reflection essay you may use a 

strong narrative voice to discuss your experience in creating this project, your experience in the Writing Center, your 

experience observing the Writing Center etc. The reflection should connect to the overall research topic you have 

examined in the academic writing portion of the assignment.     

 

 


