
ENGL 1010-07: Introduction to Writing 
 
Spring 2015      Instructor: Lauren Jo Sypniewski  
3.0 credits     E-mail: sypniewski@dixie.edu 
     Office Location: HCC 422 
Course Times:     Office Phone: 435-879-4353 
Tues/Thurs 9:00-10:15     Office Hours:  Monday 1:00-4:00 
MCDON 208       Tues/Thurs 10:30-12:00 
     Additional hours by appointment 
         

Required Texts: 
 

1. The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Handbook (Third Edition) by Richard Bullock and 
Francine Weinburg 
 

Course Description: 

From the DSU catalogue: Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Designed to improve 
students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write and revise a 
number of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to 
prepare students to write college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to 
take ENGL 2010. Prerequisites: ACT 16-18 or equivalent placement score in English AND Reading 
placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently 
enrolled).  
 

Additional instructor comments: 
 

“The human mind is like umbrella. It functions best when open.” -- Max Gropius 
 

“If you're not prepared to be wrong, you'll never come up with anything original.” – Sir Ken Robinson 
 
Writing is different things to different people. But universally, it is a method of communicating. It is crucial, 
in academic, professional, and personal realms, to possess the ability to communicate effectively, to clearly 
express ideas, and to organize points in a logical, supportive way. Introduction to Writing is designed to 
encourage and foster the use of effective communication via the written word. 
 
Through working in collaboration, reading student and academic writing, and participating in class discussion, 
students will be asked to take a critical, creative, personal, intellectual, and deliberate approach to 
understanding the process of writing and writing’s respective rhetorical situation. Essentially, this course will 
show students that successful writing has an active structure that can be analyzed, interpreted, forwarded, 
countered, and progressed with new approaches. Students will come to understand how purposeful writing is 
applicable in contexts far extending the writing classroom, and how effective communication spans 
innumerable rhetorical situations and across different disciplines.  
 
The most important thing to remember this semester is that writing is a skill that lasts throughout life.  Unlike 
courses that have their foundation in studying and memorizing facts, writing is a skill that needs to be 
practiced, honed, and polished with each attempt.  By the end of the course, students should understand how 
writing is a process. Through revision and peer reviews, this course attempts to explain how that process of 
writing can function. Every step of the way, creativity, open-mindedness, curiosity, and critical thinking are 
necessary. 
 

Course Goals/Objectives: 



The program learning outcomes of DSU’s English department are as follows  

PLO1:  Critical Strategies.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of critical terms, theoretical 
concepts, and interpretative strategies associated with the study of the English language and its literature. 

PLO2:  Cultural and Ideological Awareness.  Students will identify and negotiate the ideologies and core 
cultural beliefs present in multiple rhetorical and aesthetic genres and forms. 

PLO3:  Collaborative Learning.  Students will enhance their understanding of texts, literary history, and 
research methods through varying collaborative activities. 

PLO4:  Research & Information Literacy.  Students will demonstrate competence conducting advanced 
research, learning to produce scholarly writing for potential publication and/or formal presentation that 
exhibits sound rhetorical structure and source integration. 

PLO5:  Professional Development.  Students will cultivate an understanding of language usage that 
prepares them for employment in fields that attach importance to sophisticated writing and critical thinking 
skills. 

The objectives for this specific course can be broken down into three categories: 
 
Reading and Critical Thinking Related Outcomes: 

• Understand and identify another writer’s thesis, organization, tone, support, research, assumptions, 
reasoning, and genre.  

• Understand how academic and intellectual discourse operates as a conversation in which writers 
utilize what others have written in order to articulate their own approach to significant issues. 

Writing Outcomes: 
• Work with a range of texts, media, and cultural practices to develop writing projects that identify and 

come to terms with significant issues through analysis and interpretation. 
• Identify and work with rhetorical strategies that are typical of academic and intellectual writing, such 

as putting issues in context, stating propositions, giving reasons, evaluating evidence, justifying 
assumptions, negotiating differences, and pointing out implications. 

• Recognize that writing is a recursive process that involves stages such as brainstorming, prewriting, 
outlining, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading.  

• Utilize strategies that are integral to effective writing: identification of audience, strong statement of 
purpose, transitions, paragraph and essay cohesion, unity, topic sentences,  

• Create introductory paragraphs that are captivating, informative, and include the thesis. Create 
concluding paragraphs that make insightful summarizing remarks. 

• Understand proper punctuation and mechanics, and be able to recognize and correct errors.  
• Offer useful suggestions for other students’ work in peer reviews  
• Design revision strategies by reflecting critically on your own work in progress. 

Research Outcomes: 
• Find and evaluate research in order to condense information into useful sources that are included in 

papers.  
• Utilize DSU Library, both physically and online through databases and online encyclopedias.  
• Understand how to incorporate research into writing by use of paraphrasing, summarizing, short 

quotes, long quotes, source introductions, application of source material, and in-text citation. 
• Recognize what plagiarism is and how to use sources correctly to include proper attribution.  
• Understand MLA style 

 



Attendance Policy: 
 
Class begins at 9:00 and attendance is mandatory. Regular attendance is a must. It is impossible to do well in a 
writing course unless you are present and ready to participate in discussions, exercises, and workshops. 
 
Though I recommend attending all class sessions, you are allowed three unexcused absences without penalty; 
more than five unexcused absences will affect your grade by dropping it a third of a letter grade per 
absence after five. For instance, if you have a B in the course, but you missed eight classes, your grade will 
now be a C (B- for six absences, C+ for seven, and C for eight). If absent from class, you are responsible for 
catching up, collecting notes, and determining whether the syllabus was altered. If you do not attend class and 
thus do not hand in work assigned for that day, you will receive an absence and a zero on your work.  
 
Only college-sponsored events and religious holidays will be considered for excused absences. All other 
reasons (sleeping in, illness, appointments, etc.) are not considered excused. Think of the three absences as 
“just in case.” Thus, if you do not want your grade to be affected, I’d recommend coming to all classes, 
because you may fall sick at the end of the semester and need to use your absences then.  
 
If you are late to class, you are marked tardy. Three tardies will be counted as one unexcused absence. If you 
arrive more than 20 minutes late to class, you will be marked absent and it will be unexcused. The same goes 
for leaving class early.   
 
EXTRA CREDIT: if you attend every class period (aka, no absences) you will receive ten points extra credit. 
 

Course Grading: 
 
You are the author of all your writing assignments; therefore, please be proud of the effort and creativity you 
put into your work. All writing assignments must: 

 
• Be handed in on time 
• Be proofread 
• Follow MLA guidelines (unless otherwise specified on the assignment) 

 
The class is broken down into four formal writing assignments: 
 

1. Textual Analysis (4-5 pages) 
2. Reviews (2 reviews, each 2-3 pages) 
3. Narrative Essay (4-5 pages) 
4. Research Paper (5-6 pages) 

 
In addition to these assignments, you will be asked to participate in other assignments that count towards 
your overall grade, such as peer reviews, rough drafts, quizzes, research, in-class essays, and assessment 
activities.  
 
Participation will be graded based on bringing your brain (along with your body) to class. In other words, in 
order to attain highest participation points you will: be timely, be prepared for class, have read the 
assignments, have thought critically about the readings, engage in classroom discussion, be attentive and 
active listeners, be orderly in class, and add insightful comments.  
 
Some of the following point values may be distributed over several assignments (i.e. the 200 points delegated 
to the research paper may be spread out over rough draft, annotated bibliography, outline, final draft, etc.). 
Details on each of the formal assignments as well as its respective point delegation will be distributed at the 
appropriate times throughout the semester.  



Quizzes: There are ten quizzes in total. They will be taken in the beginning of class. They will only be taken 
in class. They will not be online. You may take a quiz late: for example, if quiz #3 is given on a Tuesday and 
you miss class, you may take the quiz on Thursday. However, it is treated as late work (see below) and if you 
got all the questions right, you would receive an 80% for this example. 
 
Late Work: Late work will be accepted but will be docked 10% per day late. The papers are due in class; if 
handing in assignments after class, this counts as late. In other words: directly after class-24 hours late = 10% 
docked; 24-48 hours late = 20% docked.  
 
Textual Analysis……………………….……150 
Reviews (2)……………………….…………200 
Narrative Essay……………………………..120 
Research Paper……………………...………200 
Peer Reviews (2)…………………………..….80 
Quizzes (10).……………………...…………100 
Participation…………………….…...…..……80 
Final Exam………………...…………….……70 
TOTAL………………..…………………..1000 
 
Extra Credit: There will be extra credit given for visiting the Writing Center. You are welcome (and 
encouraged) to use this resource throughout the semester; however, I will only be awarding five points of 
extra credit per visit for a maximum of 10 extra points over the course of the semester.  
 
Ten points of extra credit will be awarded for attending all class sessions without any absences.  
 
Ten points of extra credit will be award if you spontaneously bring a poem to class, read it aloud, and offer an 
insightful, critical, in-depth look at the poem of your choosing. You may be asked questions.  
 
Grading will be based on the following scale: 
 
A = 930-1000 
A- = 900-920 
B+ = 870-890 
B = 830-860 
B- = 800-820 
C+ = 770-790 
C = 730-760 
C- = 700-720 
D+ = 670-690 
D = 630-660 
D- = 600-620 
F = 590 and under 
 

Class Etiquette: 
 
In this class, you are expected to treat your peers with respect both in verbal and written comments. 
Constructive, insightful, and considerate criticism is welcome.  
 
Cell phones are to be turned off and put away before the start of class, and they are to remain that way until 
class is completed. If you are on your phone, you will be asked to leave. 
 
I am best reached by email. That being said—and keeping in mind that this is a writing class—I expect that all 
virtual communication be as professional as your academic writing. Through this class, I hope that you begin 



to be more and more conscious of your writing, and what it says and does at all times. This should be kept in 
mind not only in your academic writing, but also in your correspondence.  
 

Dmail: 
 
As from the DSU website: “You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and 
university information will be sent to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship 
notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information 
critical to your success at DSU and in your courses. To access your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If 
you do not know your Dmail username or you have forgotten your PIN, visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie and 
follow the respective instructions.” 
 

Academic Honesty/Integrity: 
 
It is important to understand how academic misconduct takes different forms:  
  
1. Fraud.  Borrowing, purchasing, downloading, or otherwise obtaining work composed by someone else and 
submitting it under one's own name.      
  
2. Insufficient citation. Writing one's own paper but including passages copied from the work of another 
(regardless of whether that work is published or unpublished or whether it comes from a printed or electronic 
source) without providing (a) footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical notes that cite the source and (b) 
quotation marks or block indentation to indicate precisely what has been copied from the source.    
  
3. Patchwriting. Writing passages that are not copied exactly but that have nevertheless been borrowed from 
another source, with some changes, by paraphrasing another writer too closely, whether or not the source is 
cited properly.    
 
If I want to know what someone else says, I’ll read what they have to say. But here, I want to here what you 
have to say. All of these are severe offenses to the original author, your own creativity, and the literary world. 
Each case of academic dishonesty will be dealt with individually and harshly. If found guilty of plagiarism, you 
may fail the course.  
 

Disability Statement: 
 
As from the DSU webpage: “If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your 
success in the course, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in 
the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in 
obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone: (435) 652-7516.” 
 

Additional Resources: 
 
Links for additional resources: 

• Library - www.library.dixie.edu 
• Computer Lab - www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php 
• Writing Center – www.dixie.edu/english/DSU_writing_center.php 
• Testing Center – www.dixie.edu/testing 
• Tutoring Center – www.dixie.edu/tutoring 

 
*I reserve the right to change any and all of the syllabus at my discretion. Proper notification will be 
made to the class upon these changes. 



      TUESDAY      THURSDAY 
1.13 Introduction; syllabus review; TED talk; 
department assessment pre-test 

1.15 Assign textual analysis; discussion 
Due: read 3-15 in N.F.G. (rhetorical situations)  
Quiz 1: syllabus quiz  

1.20 Discussion writing process 
Due: read 251-254; 259-265 in N.F.G. (writing process) 

1.22 Due: read 312-317 in N.F.G. (guiding your reader) 
Quiz 2: thesis, topic sentences, transitions 

1.27 Due: read 52-57; 64-75 in N.F.G. (analyzing texts) 1.29 Due: read 76-81 in N.F.G. (analyzing texts) 

2.3 Due: read S-5 in N.F.G. HB21-HB25 (subject-verb)  
Quiz 3: subject-verb agreement 

2.5 INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES  
* NO FORMAL CLASS *  
Due: rough draft of textual analysis 

2.10 Assign review assignment  
Due: final draft of textual analysis 

2.12 Due: read S-6 in N.F.G. HB25-HB31 (pronouns) 
Quiz 4: pronouns 

2.17  
Due: research on publications/audience 

2.19 Due: read S-4 in N.F.G. HB11-HB21 (verbs) 
Quiz 5: verbs 
Due: rough draft of first review 

2.24 PEER REVIEW 
Due: read 255-257; 266-268 in N.F.G. (collaborate; draft) 
Due: rough draft of second review  

2.26 INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES  
* NO FORMAL CLASS * 

3.3 Assign narrative essay 
Due: read P-1 in N.F.G. HB61-HB67 (commas) 
Quiz 6: commas 
Due: final draft of both reviews 

3.5 
Due: read 37-51 in N.F.G. (literacy narrative) 

3.10 *SPRING BREAK***NO CLASS* 3.12 *SPRING BREAK***NO CLASS* 

3.17 
Due: read 183-190 in N.F.G. (memoir) 

3.19 Due: read 367-380 in N.F.G. (describing; dialogue) 
Due: read S-3 in N.F.G. HB7-HB11 (run-on; fused) 
Quiz 7: run-on; fused  
 

3.24 
Due: read 387-394 in N.F.G. (narrating) 

3.26 INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES  
* NO FORMAL CLASS * 
Due: rough draft of narrative essay 

3.31 Assign research paper  
Due: final draft of narrative essay  
Due: read 323-340 in N.F.G. (arguing) 

4.2 
Due: read 348-354 in N.F.G. (comparing/contrasting) 
Quiz 8: punctuation with research 

4.7 Due: read 419-430 in N.F.G. (research)  
Quiz 9: MLA in-text citation 

4.9 Due: read 453-461 in N.F.G. (research) 
 

4.14 Due: read 462-478 in N.F.G. (research)  
Quiz 10: MLA works cited (open book) 

4.16  
Due: annotated bibliography 

4.21 PEER REVIEW 
Due: rough draft of research paper  

4.23 INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES  
* NO FORMAL CLASS * 

4.28 Review for final  
Due: final draft of research paper 

4.30 *END OF SEMESTER***NO CLASS* 

FINAL EXAM – Tuesday, May 5th 8:00-10:00AM 



2015 Spring Semester 

Jan 12 Classwork Starts 
Jan 15 Last Day for Waitlist 
Jan 16 Last Day to Add Without Signature 
Jan 19 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan 22 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 
Jan 22 Residency Application Deadline 
Jan 27 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 
Feb 2 Spring 2015 Associate's degree Graduation Application Deadline 
Feb 2 Pell Grant Census 
Feb 2 Last Day for Refund 
Feb 2 Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 
Feb 4 Courses dropped for non-payment 
Feb 6 Last Day to Add/Audit 
Feb 16 President's Day 
Mar 2 Summer 2015 Bachelor's degree Graduation Application Deadline 
Mar 2 Mid-Term Grades Due 
Mar 6 Last Day to Drop Individual Class 
Mar 9-13 Spring Break 
Apr 10 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 
Apr 29 Classwork Ends 
May 1 Final Exams 
May 1 Associate's degree Graduation Deadline - Summer 2015 
May 4-7 Final Exams 
May 8 Commencement 
 
Due Dates for Writing Assignments (consolidated): 
 
Textual Analysis:  
 Rough – Feb 5 
 Final – Feb 10 
Reviews:  
 Research – Feb 17 
 Rough (1) – Feb 19 
 Rough (2) – Feb 24 
 Final (both) – March 3 
Narrative:  
 Rough – March 26 
 Final – March 31 
Research:  
 Annotated Bibliography – April 16 
 Rough – April 21 
 Final – April 28 
 


