
ENGL 1010D-07: Introduction to Writing 
 
Fall 2014      Instructor: Lauren Jo Sypniegwski  
4.0 credits     E-mail: sypniewski@dixie.edu 
     Office Location: HCC 422 
Course Times:     Office Phone: 435-879-4353 
    Tuesday 2:00-4:05 (BROWN 115)     Office Hours:  Tues/Thurs 11:30-1:30 
    Thursday 2:00-4:05 (JEN 192)       Wed 2-4:30 
     Additional hours by appointment 
         
Required Texts: 
 

1. “They Say, I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing (Third Edition) by Gerald Graff, 
Cathy Birkenstein, and Russel Durst 

2. A Short Course in Writing: Composition, Collaborative Learning, and Constructive Reading (Fourth 
Edition) by Kenneth A. Bruffee 
 

Course Description: 

From the DSU catalogue: 
 

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Designed to improve students' abilities to read, 
analyze, and write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. 
Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students 
to write college level papers. Includes 2 hours of practical writing instruction per week in a lab environment. 
Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010. Prerequisites: ACT 16-18 or 
equivalent placement score in English AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade 
C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP. 
 

Additional instructor comments: 
 

“The human mind is like umbrella. It functions best when open.” -- Max Gropius 
 

“If you're not prepared to be wrong, you'll never come up with anything original.” – Sir Ken Robinson 
 
Writing is different things to different people. But universally, it is a method of communicating. It is crucial, 
in academic, professional, and personal realms, to possess the ability to communicate effectively, to clearly 
express ideas, and to organize points in a logical, supportive way. Introduction to Writing is designed to 
encourage and foster the use of effective communication via the written word. 
 
Through working in collaboration, reading student and academic writing, and participating in class discussion, 
students will be asked to take a critical, creative, personal, intellectual, and deliberate approach to 
understanding the process of writing and writing’s respective rhetorical situation. Essentially, this course will 
show students that successful writing has an active structure that can be analyzed, interpreted, forwarded, 
countered, and progressed with new approaches. Students will come to understand how purposeful writing is 
applicable in contexts far extending the writing classroom, and how effective communication spans 
innumerable rhetorical situations and across different disciplines.  
 
The most important thing to remember this semester is that writing is a skill that lasts throughout life.  Unlike 
courses that have their foundation in studying and memorizing facts, writing is a skill that needs to be 



practiced, honed, and polished with each attempt.  By the end of the course, students should understand how 
writing is a process. Through revision and peer reviews, this course attempts to explain how that process of 
writing can function. Every step of the way, creativity, open-mindedness, curiosity, and critical thinking are 
necessary. 
 
Course Goals/Objectives: 

By the end of the term, you will be able to: 
 

• Work with a range of texts, media, and cultural practices to develop writing projects that identify and 
come to terms with significant issues through analysis and interpretation. 

 
• Understand how academic and intellectual discourse operates as a conversation in which writers 

utilize what others have written in order to articulate their own approach to significant issues. 
 

• Identify and work with rhetorical strategies that are typical of academic and intellectual writing, such 
as putting issues in context, stating propositions, giving reasons, evaluating evidence, justifying 
assumptions, negotiating differences, and pointing out implications. 

 
•    Recognize that writing is a process by learning a) to write peer reviews that offer useful suggestions 

for other students’ work in progress; and b) to design revision strategies by reflecting critically on 
your own work in progress. 

  
Attendance Policy: 
 
Class begins at 2:00 and attendance is mandatory. Four tardies will be bound together into one absence; 
however, if you arrive more than 20 minutes late to class you will be marked absent, and it will be unexcused.  
 
Regular attendance is a must. It is impossible to do well in a writing course unless you are present and ready 
to participate in discussions, exercises, and workshops. Of course, there are excuses – reasonable and 
otherwise – which may prevent you from attending class. In this case, please give me prior (and documented, 
if necessary) notification so that plans can be made for your absence, as some activities are communal and 
rely on your presence in class.  
 
More than three unexcused absences, including any scheduled conferences, may lower your final course 
grade; more than five unexcused absences may lead to a failing grade. If absent from class, you are 
responsible for catching up, collecting notes, and determining whether the syllabus was altered. 
 
The following will be considered excused: religious holidays with prior notification to the instructor, official 
college-sponsored activities, and other extenuating circumstances with proper documentation. In the case 
of any prolonged absence, a student should also contact the Dean of Students. 
 
Course Grading: 
 
You are the author of all your writing assignments; therefore, please be proud of the effort and creativity you 
put into your work. All writing assignments must: 

 
• Be handed in on time 
• Be proofread 
• Follow MLA guidelines (unless otherwise specified on the assignment) 



 
The class is broken down into four distinct units, each worth 20% of the overall grade. The final 20% of your 
grade will be based on participation.  

 
• Each of the four units will contain both major and minor writing assignments. 

o Minor writing assignments will be not be assigned a specific grade; however, they will be 
evaluated on a “check” system: ✓- (for less than satisfactory work), ✓ (for satisfactory 
work), and ✓+ (for above satisfactory work).  

o Late minor writing assignments will not be accepted. They will receive a zero if not handed 
in during the class period when they are due. 

o Late major writing assignments can be accepted; however, they will drop in letter grade by 
one letter grade per day that they are late.  

o All assignments are to be printed and handed in before the end of class. Not having a 
printer, running out of ink, etc. will not be an excuse for not turning in an assignment. I 
suggest you complete assignments well before they are due and visit the library to print them 
if you do not have such accommodations at home. As a last resort only, I will accept 
emailed versions turned in on time with a valid explanation. 

• At the end of each unit, you will receive a unit grade, which will reflect the collective work from the 
entire unit.  

• At the end of the semester, your final grade will be calculated using the participation grade and the 
four unit grades. You will be getting these unit grades as you progress through the semester; 
therefore, you should not be surprised by your final grade.  

 
Grading will be based on the following scale: 
 
A = 93-100% 
A- = 90-92% 
B+ = 87-89% 
B = 83-86% 
B- = 80-82% 
C+ = 77-79% 
C = 73-76% 
C- = 70-72% 
D+ = 67-69% 
D = 63-66% 
D- = 60-62% 
F = 59% and under 
 
Class Etiquette: 
 
In this class, you are expected to treat your peers with respect both in verbal and written comments. 
Constructive, insightful, and considerate criticism is welcome.  
 
Cell phones are to be turned off and put away before the start of class, and they are to remain that way until 
class is completed. Texting will not be tolerated. 
 
I am best reached by email. That being said—and keeping in mind that this is a writing class—I expect that all 
virtual communication be as professional as your academic writing. Through this class, I hope that you begin 
to be more and more conscious of your writing, and what it says and does at all times. This should be kept in 
mind not only in your academic writing, but also in your correspondence.  
 



Dmail: 
 
As from the DSU website: “You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and 
university information will be sent to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship 
notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information 
critical to your success at DSU and in your courses. To access your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If 
you do not know your Dmail username or you have forgotten your PIN, visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie and 
follow the respective instructions.” 
 
Academic Honesty/Integrity: 
 
It is important to understand how academic misconduct takes different forms:  
  
1. Fraud.  Borrowing, purchasing, downloading, or otherwise obtaining work composed by someone else and 
submitting it under one's own name.      
  
2. Insufficient citation. Writing one's own paper but including passages copied from the work of another 
(regardless of whether that work is published or unpublished or whether it comes from a printed or electronic 
source) without providing (a) footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical notes that cite the source and (b) 
quotation marks or block indentation to indicate precisely what has been copied from the source.    
  
3. Patchwriting. Writing passages that are not copied exactly but that have nevertheless been borrowed from 
another source, with some changes, by paraphrasing another writer too closely, whether or not the source is 
cited properly.    
 
If I want to know what someone else says, I’ll read what they have to say. But here, I want to here what you 
have to say. All of these are severe offenses to the original author, your own creativity, and the literary world. 
Each case of academic dishonesty will be dealt with individually and harshly. 
 
Disability Statement: 
 
As from the DSU webpage: “If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your 
success in the course, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in 
the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in 
obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone: (435) 652-7516.” 
 
Additional Resources:  
 
Links for additional resources: 

• Library - www.library.dixie.edu 
• Computer Lab - www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php 
• Writing Center – www.dixie.edu/english/DSU_writing_center.php 
• Testing Center – www.dixie.edu/testing 
• Tutoring Center – www.dixie.edu/tutoring 

 
*I reserve the right to change any and all of the syllabus at my discretion. Proper notification will be 
made to the class upon these changes. 


