
English 2200 – Introduction to Literature 
 

 - Course Description and Objectives –  

Instructor:  Terre Burton 

burton@dixie.edu 

652-7812 DSC     229-6160 Cell 

Browning Learning Resource Center, B115 (NW Corner, downstairs) 

 
Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 

centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.   

Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  

Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of 

literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the 

imagination.  Students also learn to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and 

intellectual aspects of literature and the culture and time in which it was produced.    

Course Description  

For students in all disciplines who would like to increase their knowledge of literature.  This 

course fulfills a humanities requirement in the general education section.  The course provides 

students with a basic understanding of novels, short stories, poems, plays, and/or essays.  

Students will learn to read analytically and write critically.  3 lecture hours per week. 

Course Goals:   

     Goals to be reached in this course:  

 A knowledge and awareness of the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that 

challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination as it offers insight into human values and 

identity. 

 An understanding of the major authors and movements that have shaped and reflected a variety of 

historical experiences. 

 An ability to analyze literature through written and oral responses, using the basic elements of 

literature, including fiction and dramatic elements, such as plot, setting, and characterization; 

rhetorical figures, such as metaphor, symbol, irony, paradox, and metonymy; and basic linguistic 

elements, such as diction, tone, syntax, and parts of speech, where appropriate. 

 An awareness of the power of literature to contribute to human understanding. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

      Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

 Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in literature texts, as well as 

identifying and explaining basic literary elements.  

 Identify and synthesize similarities as well as differences in the literature found across cultures. 

 Read the texts of authors considered to be canonical and foundational to literature studies.  

 Write both critical and informal essays about literature.     

 

Methods of Assessment:  
     Formative Assessment Methods  

Quizzes: Students will periodically take quizzes, preparation checks, and/or tests to assess 

whether or not they are reading the material.   

Mid-term Exam: Students will also take a mid-term exam to assess their understanding of literary 

concepts, and to test their ability to apply those concepts to the specific works they have 

read.  Exams will be returned promptly with instructor feedback.    
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Essay:  Each student will also write a critical essay illustrating how major authors use aspects and 

techniques of fiction/poetic elements. Essays will be returned promptly with instructor 

feedback.    

    Summative Assessment Methods   
Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will take a cumulative final exam to assess their 

ability to synthesize concepts and course material.   

     Value-Added Assessment Method  

Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which 

their learning has increased during the semester.  This will be a multiple-choice 

(scantron) test.    

 

Texts  Literature:  The Human Experience and Shane 
 

Assignments 
 

June  2, 3, 4 Intro to Course, Pre-test, View Black Orpheus (103 minutes)  

Read 2-76  

Quiz, Response 1 

 

June 9, 10, 11 Innocence & Experience 

Read 76-90, 96-99, 116-128, 129-159 

Quiz, Response 2 

June 16, 17, 18 Read Oedipus Rex 160-203 and 281-283 Quiz, Response 3 

June 23, 24, 25 Read Shane Quiz, Response 4 

Midterm 

June 30, July 1, 2 Conformity & Rebellion 

Read 310-481 

Quiz, Response 5 

July 7, 8, 9 Culture and Identity 

Read 522-567, 594, 600, 609-684 

Quiz, Critical Paper 

July 14, 15, 16 Love and Hate 

720-741, 772-773, 799-802, 824-930 

Quiz, Response 6 

July 21, 22, 23 The Presence of Death 

964-973, 1016-1035, 10791080, 1095-1102 

Response 7 

Final Examination 

 

 

 


