
English 2010-Intermediate Writing 

Instructor: Carolyn Toone 
E-mail: ctoone2@dmail.dixie.edu  

Office: MCDON 115 

 
Course Information Fall 2010: 

• Section 007, 9:00-10:15 AM NPLZA 110  
• Section 012, 10:30-11:45 AM NPLAZA 113B 
• Section 022, 1:00-2:15 PM HAZY 103 

 
Course Materials: 

• Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum by Laurence Behrens and Leonard J. Rosen 
• A writing notebook  
• Mini stapler 
• Flash Drive 

  
Course Goals:  
If you ask most people if they enjoy writing the answer would probably be, “Not really.” However, 
learning to write well is a skill anyone can learn and is something that can be used over and over in any 
area of your life. The skills you learn in English 2010 can transfer to your other classes as you learn to 
read, process and explain information about any subject. Although you may not consider yourself a born 
writer, everyone has something to say. It is my intent to help you tap into the wide array of experiences, 
interests and characteristics that make you unique and use those things to discover your writing voice and 
realize that writing isn’t all about commas and semi-colons. I will do my best to help you develop the 
skills and confidence necessary to know that you can not only write, but write well. Your success in my 
class will depend largely upon your willingness to participate, take risks and be open to watching yourself 
become the writer you didn’t know you were.  
 
Writing Requirements:  

Students in this course will:    

 Write 3 short papers (at least 2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, 
persuasion, pro-con, or cause-effect.  

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible 
sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific 
encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).   

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (in preparation for the 10-12 page 
research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such 
as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words)  
 

WRITING OBJECTIVES 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 



 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 
brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 
selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of 
support material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, 
pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 
paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state 
the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to 
an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting 

detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 
 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 
 Use concise and precise language. 
 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 
 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.   
 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 
 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  
 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 
 Recognize and avoid jargon. 
 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 

READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 
 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 
 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 
 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 
 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 

RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   
 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of 

electronic databases available for research. 
 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 



 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, 
and research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   
 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.   

 

Writing Center:   The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with 
their writing assignments in all courses. I will require at least one visit to the writing center this semester. 
If you would like to go more than once I may consider extra-credit. The Writing Center is located in the 
first floor of the Browning Bldg.  Call 652-7743 for hours and more information or visit 
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

Online Writing Lab:  You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of 
issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the 
following link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to 
“Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   

Disability Support Services:  If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference 
and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official 
request of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two 
weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center on the main campus to follow 
through with, and receive assistance in the documentation process to determine the appropriate 
accommodations related to their disability. 
You may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

The office is located right next to the Testing Center on the bottom floor of the Financial Aid and 
Career Center building. 

DMail: You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college information 
will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of 
cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your 
success at DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to 
www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, 
go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner). 

Some Other Helpful Links: 

            Library:  http://library.dixie.edu  

            Testing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

            Writing Center and OWL: http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

            Tutoring Center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

If You Stop Attending Class: If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before 
that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), 
on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.    

 

 



Revisions: Writing is a process and takes time and practice just like anything else. I expect you to take 
the time to write, edit and revise and each piece of work before it is handed in. If you are not happy with a 
grade I give you, you can revise and hand it in again. However, the assignment must be complete when it 
is handed in the first time and you must talk to me about the revision due date and areas you can improve.  
 
Late Work: Assignments are to be handed in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Anything 
turned in later than that will lose 5 points for each weekday it is late. The due dates will be discussed in 
class and are on your syllabus. 
 
Attendance: Because class time will be crucial to your understanding of the text and assignments, as well 
as building relationships with classmates and myself, I expect you to make coming to class a priority. I 
understand that from time to time there will be extenuating circumstances that make it impossible to come 
to class so I will allow three absences throughout the semester. After that each absence will result in a ten 
point deduction from your participation/attendance grade. Five points will also be deducted after your 
third tardy. If you do miss a class it is your responsibility to check with other students to see what you 
missed, as well as turn in any work that may be due that day. However, simply being in class is not 
enough to earn your participation grade. I will be looking for involvement in class discussions, active 
participation in group workshops and projects and a proactive attitude about becoming a better writer. The 
more you attend class the more willing I am to work with you on any questions or problems you have that 
may arise.  
 
Respect: One of the wonderful things about coming to college is the opportunity to meet individuals from 
who have different backgrounds, beliefs and opinions than you do. Each person is entitled to their own 
opinions; however, respect and courtesy must be shown to each individual. We will be discussing a wide 
range of topics in class which may bring up controversial issues. Please use these discussions as learning 
opportunities and understand that not everyone will agree with each other.  Never say anything hurtful or 
negative about any one person or group of people. 
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is copying another person’s ideas or written work and claiming it as your own. 
This is a very serious offense and will be punished by a failing grade in this class and possibly 
disciplinary action from the University. This issue will be covered extensively in class and be aware that I 
will be looking for it as I grade your papers.  
 
Electronics: Although electronics have become such an important part of our lives, when you come to 
class I expect all cell phones, iPods, etc. be turned off and put away. You are allowed to use laptops 
during class for note taking, but I reserve the right to check your screen at anytime and if it is being used 
for other purposes you will be told to turn it off immediately. If this happens more than once you will not 
be permitted to bring a laptop to class any longer.  
 
Contacting Me: The best way to reach me will be through e-mail, which I will check continually. I am 
more than willing to go over drafts, discuss your writing, answer questions and help you in whatever way 
I can, but I can only accomplish this if you make the effort to contact me.  
 
It is impossible for me to cover every issue that we may confront in class in the syllabus, However, I will 
be adhering closely to the policies and procedures I have outlined. I maintain the right to change any 
aspect of my policies that I feel could be improved or adapt them to meet the needs of our class. I am 
looking forward to teaching a subject I have come to love. I will need your eagerness to learn and 
willingness to contribute to make this semester a success for everyone involved. 
 
 
 



Tentative Class Schedule 
Class Date Class Discussion Homework Assignments 

 
(Due the class period after it is 
assigned unless otherwise noted, so 
if the homework is assigned on 
Tuesday, August 24, then it is due 
on Thursday, August 26.) 

Week 1 
Tuesday, August 24 

Introductions, Course Description.  Read “What is an Argumentative 
Thesis” pages 132-140. 

Thursday, August 26 
 

  Discuss reading. Department pre-
assessment. 
 
 
 

 Read “Summary” pages 3-5, 
“Paraphrase” pages 33-36, and 
“Quotations” 36-41. Bring two 
sources to class with you for 
Tuesday. 

Week 2 
Tuesday, August 31 

Practice summarizing and using 
quotations from your sources. 

Continue working on paper. 
Bring three copies of your draft to 
class on Tuesday.  

Thursday, September 2 Workshop day. Bring three copies of 
your draft to class.  

Revise drafts.  Due Tuesday. 

Week 3 
Tuesday, September 7 

Discussion of Images for Visual 
Analysis 

Write the visual analysis. 

Thursday, September 9 Bring in a short draft of the visual 
analysis for class discussion. 

Complete a draft of the visual 
analysis. 

Week 4 
Tuesday, September 14 
 

 Final draft of essay due Thursday 
in class.  

Thursday, September 16 Final draft of essay due.   
Week 5 
Tuesday, September 21 

Introduce analyses of short fiction 
and/or poetry. 

 

Thursday, September 30   
Week 6 
Tuesday, September 28 
 

Thesis and pre-writing.  

Thursday, September 30 Mandatory Teacher/Student Meetings  
Week 7 
Tuesday, October 5 

Mandatory Teacher/Student Meetings  

Thursday, October 7  Read “Writing Introductions,” 
pages 72-78. 
First draft of paper due Tuesday. 
Bring three copies.  

Week 8 
Tuesday, October 12 

Workshop Day-Bring three copies of 
your essay to class.  

Read “Writing a Thesis,” pages 78-
83 and “Conclusions,” pages 83-
90. 

Thursday, October 14 
 

No Class-Fall Break  

Week 9 
Tuesday, October 19 

Research Day All research and annotated 
bibliography should be completed. 
Final draft due on Thursday. 

Thursday, October 21 Final Draft due.   
Week 10 
Tuesday, October 26 

 Begin finding resources.  

Thursday, October 28 Discussion of resources in your writing. Annotated bibliography due 



Tuesday. 
Week 11 
Tuesday, November 2 

Read examples in class.  Final Draft due Thursday. 

Thursday, November 4 Final draft due. Discuss final paper.  Write the research essay. 
Week 12 
Tuesday, November 9 

Bring in partial draft of researched 
essay 

Write the research essay. 

Thursday, November 11 Bring in partial draft of researched 
essay 

Write the research essay. 

Week 13 
Tuesday, November 16 

Bring in partial draft of researched 
essay 

Write the research essay. 

Thursday, November 18 Research Essay Due for instructor 
review—Please include the annotated 
bibliography 
 

Begin Letter of Reflection. 

Week 14 
Tuesday, November 23 

Practice In-Class Essay  

Thursday, November 25 No Class-Happy Thanksgiving! Complete Letter of Reflection. 
Week 15 
Tuesday, November 30 

Review for final exam. Write the research essay. 

Thursday, December 2 Final research paper due.  Study for final exam 
 
 

Grade Breakdown 
 

Department Pretest: 20 
Essay #1-Argumentative Essay: 75 
Essay #2-Visual Analysis: 75 
Essay #3-Poetry or Literature Analysis: 75 
Annotated Bibliography: 60 
Final Essay: 100 
Workshops: 50 
Writing Center: 25 
Conference with Carolyn: 25 
Class Attendance and Participation: 75 
Department Post-test and Final: 70 
Writing Notebook and Homework Assignments: 100 
 
Total: 750 points possible 
 
 
 


