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Intermediate College Writing: Syllabus 
English 2010-44 (CRN #44555) and English 2010-45 (CRN #45640) ● Fall 2013 

 

 
You may call me Mrs. Westegaard or Mrs. W. 

Office:   Holland 424 

Class Times: You are expected to log in every day of the week to check for announcements (Monday – 

Friday). Assignment due dates are outlined in the class schedule PDF and online syllabus. 

Class Location: Canvas 

Office Hours:   Virtual Office Hours Monday/Wednesday 9:00 – 11:00 AM; All other times, including 

face-to-face meetings, by appointment 

Email: Please use the Canvas messaging system for sending “email” 

Backup: westegaard@dixie.edu  

Phone: (435) 879-4296, please leave a message 

Prerequisite:  Proper placement scores or passing grade in English 1010 

 

I will respond to phone calls and emails within twenty-four hours Monday – Friday. If you email or call over a 

weekend or holiday break, I will respond the following business day.  

TEXTS 

Required: 

Writing Today, Second Edition 

by Richard Johnson-Sheehan and Charles Paine 

ISBN: 0-205-21008-2 

 

“Intermediate College Writing: Syllabus” – this handout 

 

Recommended: 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 

ISBN: 978-1-603-29024-1 

 

OTHER SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR THIS CLASS 

 A working email account that you check every day 

 An official Dixie State University computer username and password  

 2 computer memory sources, such as USB memory stick or external hard drive (one for primary use, and 

one for backup—trust me on this) 

 3-ring binder (or separate computer file) to house handouts and graded  

 A planning calendar (optional—but a place to write down all your assignments will help you stay organized) 
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ABOUT ME 

I can be very accommodating if you follow the directions I’ve given here. I’m easygoing, fun, and above all 

helpful. I’m here to make sure you succeed. These basic “ground-rules” provide us with a foundation to build a 

great student-instructor relationship. My priority is you, and if at any time you are feeling overwhelmed by 

school or life in general, please feel free to email me. I’ll tell you now that college is hard, time-consuming 

work, and I may not have all the answers to your problems, but if there is an issue I cannot help you solve, I will 

do my best to find someone who can. I will also say that forgetfulness and poor time management are easily 

avoided when you execute the proper planning techniques, such as using a day planner. If you are struggling 

with these kinds of issues, I suggest you do some research to help remedy the problem quickly because college 

requires strong work ethic and planning skills. I wish you all the best for the spring semester.  

According to Mark Twain, "Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small people always do 

that, but the really great make you feel that you, too, can become great." I’m not about to toot my own horn and 

say that I’m great, but my goal is to aid you with your writing struggles and help you become the best writer 

you can be, all the while making this class fun for those who love and don’t love writing. 

With that said here is my secret to college success: FOLLOW DIRECTIONS. If you do everything else wrong, 

at least you followed directions, and teachers—including myself—are much more forgiving when you do this. 

 

ABOUT THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT AND THIS CLASS 

Overall English Department Mission Statement 

The English Department at Dixie State University strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality 

of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political 

contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well 

as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

  

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition)  

As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the 

department and the overall university GE mission.  In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ 

skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking.  It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and 

help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 

 

Course Description  

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic 

papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of essays. Other 

activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of 

advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, 

in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately 

citing the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently 

enrolled). FA, SP, SU  

 

Course Goals:  

Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge of the ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic research essays.   

• An understanding of the importance of analytical thinking and critical reading.     
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Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to: 

•  Write research essays that effectively incorporate thesis statements, and academic sources to support 

those thesis statements.   

•  Evaluate the content and quality of the sources they consider using in their research essays.    

•  [For a more detailed list of the course’s objectives, please see our program’s complete course 

description for English 2010.  In that document, you will find a much longer list that is in the syllabi of 

every English 2010 instructor.]   

 

General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

Students in this course will:    

 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, or 

cause-effect.  (Narrative and descriptive papers should not be assigned in English 2010.)  

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (from 

such places as the DSU Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or 

Utah’s catalog).   

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 page research 

paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-

graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words)  

 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  

WRITING OBJECTIVES 

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, 

organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, 

arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support material.  

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, pronouns, 

synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the 

paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the thesis, 

suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an end, and 

when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, and 

are joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 

 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.   

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 
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 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 

READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 

RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of electronic 

databases available for research. 

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, and 

research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.     

 

So what does this mean? Well, the main purpose of English 2010 is to help you better communicate your ideas 

clearly and effectively, and this class will be a workshop class in which all of you will be active participants. 

We will focus just as much on the process of writing as on the final product of each paper. Long before you 

turn in each paper, several of us will already know what you are writing about, and we will have read and given 

you feedback on at least one draft of each of your papers.  Think of this semester as an opportunity to learn 

more about writing and improve your writing, researching, and reviewing skills. 

 

For our online class, you will be required to log on every day to complete various assignments, discussions, 

quizzes, and receive valuable announcements and feedback. Due dates are explained within each section and/or 

assignment posting. 

NOTE: 

This is an online course which requires verification of your identity through the use of proctored assignments 

and/or tests. In this course, there are two that meet this requirement: the midterm and final exam. The student 

will receive an F in the course if these proctored assignments are not completed or are not compatible with 

coursework submitted throughout the semester. 

 

QUIZZES 

The semester coursework will also include six quizzes. These are simple assessments to check your 

understanding of basic concepts. The reading material for each check will be from our text and will cover 

clarity, grammar, mechanics, and punctuation. I will also post a discussion thread that will allow you to ask 

questions about these various concepts. The quiz will be posted every Monday and due by the following 
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Sunday. In other words, you may complete the quiz anytime between Monday at 12:00 AM and Sunday by 

11:59 PM. You may NOT make up quizzes; if you miss a quiz, you will not be able to make it up at a later time. 

Each quiz is worth 10 points for a total of 60 overall points toward your grade. I will drop the ONE score—the 

lowest—from the quizzes at the end of the semester.  

To be taken via Canvas Quizzes Tab. Most quizzes are graded as soon as you complete them; all others within a 

week. 

DISCUSSIONS 

You will be required to post once and respond twice to six discussion threads throughout the semester. I will 

post the discussion prompt on Monday morning; your original post (OP) will be due Tuesday by 11:59 PM and 

your two responses (2Rs) will be due Sunday by 11:59 PM In other words, you will post your own thread in 

response to my overall discussion topic by Tuesday, and then you will read all your classmates responses and 

choose two posts to offer an insightful and complete response. You will post a total, then, of three times a week. 

Each discussion is worth 10 points (4 points for your original post and 3 points for each of your responses) for a 

total of 60 points toward your overall grade.  

 

Please use the Discussions tab in Canvas. Discussions are graded at the close of each week. 

 

Discussion Etiquette 

In order for our discussions to be productive and meaningful, you must follow a few basic rules, or a basic 

etiquette if you will. 

 Do the required reading/research first.  

 Acronyms and what they mean:  

o OP – original post by you, usually around 75-100 words: specified in discussion description. Single 

sentence postings are not complete enough. Typing your post in a word processor first will allow 

you to see the length of your post as well as allowing you the ability to spell-check.  

o 2Rs – requirement for how many replies are needed. In this there are two replies required. You must 

reply to someone who does not yet have replies posted to their OP. Usually 50+ words required in a 

reply: specified in discussion description. Once you have met this base requirement, you may enter 

as many replies as you want if a comment elicits your interest.  

 Unless otherwise specified, each discussion item requires a minimum of one original post (OP) and two 

replies (2R) to other students’ postings.  

 Deadlines for posts will include a posted deadline for the OP (original post).  

 When posting a discussion item, your item should be complete yet concise in making your point. Stick to 

the topic requested in the discussion assignment.  

 Reread your post aloud before you submit to make sure that your thoughts translated from your mind to 

paper the way you indented. One good way to approach discussion is to open a word processor and put your 

thoughts on “paper.” There you can save and edit your post(s). Then you can copy from the word processor 

and paste into the discussion board.  

 In responding to others’ posts, your remarks should be relevant to the point(s) being made. Use reference 

documentation such as “on page 23 of the chapter, it says…, which leads me to a different conclusion…”  

 If you disagree with someone’s point of view, honor the student’s right to an opinion different than your 

own.  

 Personal attacks are not acceptable. Try using terminology such as “I see it in a different way” or “another 

way of looking at this is…”  

 Discuss the ideas not the person.  

 In most cases, your responses will be based on your own viewpoint after having read information about a 

given topic.  
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 Don’t hesitate to interject new thoughts and ideas into the discussion if it enriches the dialog.  

 I will monitor the discussions to ensure all students adherence to the above guidelines.  

 Enjoy your discussions! 

 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

You will be asked to submit a 6-source annotated bibliography in preparation for the 10-12 page research paper. 

This assignment is worth 50 points for a total of 50 points toward your overall grade. 

 

EXAMS 

You will take four exams throughout the semester: department pre-test worth 6 points, department post-test 

worth 12 points, a midterm exam worth 50 points, and a final exam worth 100 points for a total of 168 points 

toward your overall grade. You will not be able to make up exams, so please pay close attention to exam 

deadlines and requirements.  

 

All exams, except the midterm and final, will be taken via Canvas Quizzes. Online exams are graded as soon as 

you complete them. 

 

The midterm and final exams, for those who live in Washington County, will be taken at the DSU Testing 

Center. If you live outside the Washington County area, please send me an email as soon as possible (within the 

first week of classes), and I will send you the directions and rules regarding an exam proctor. DSU requires that 

online students do at least two face-to-face (or in person) activities. I’ve chosen the midterm and final because 

these are the easiest to accommodate.  

 

ESSAYS 

During the semester you will create three essays. Essays 1 and 2 are worth 100 points and essay 3 is worth 150 

points. This is a total of 350 points toward your overall grade. YOU MUST COMPLETE/TURN IN ALL 

ESSAYS IN ORDER TO PASS THE CLASS—NO EXCEPTIONS. Each essay will be broken into parts (I 

will explain in depth later). Extensions on due date will not be given, so please pay close attention to due dates 

and manage your time wisely. Please format your essays in MLA format. We will review this in class, but 

you may also find MLA information in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers and in Writing 

Today, beginning on page 504. 

 

I encourage you to have at least one back up copy of every draft of every essay. This is a good idea for two 

reasons: (1) you may have computer problems and lose entire essays, and (2) you may misplace an essay or a 

computer disk. I’ve had students lose entire essays the day before it’s due. I’m not very forgiving about this, and 

one unfortunate student had to re-write an entire essay in one night. Please trust me on this—back up every 

revision of every essay! 

 

Once you decide on a paper topic and focus, I ask that you carry through with that topic. Because I have had 

plagiarism problems with students, you many not change topics midway through a paper. Therefore, choose 

each paper’s topic and approach very carefully. If at any time I find that your paper is not your own, in other 

words you’re cheating, you will receive an “F” on the essay without an opportunity to revise, NO 

EXCEPTIONS! 

 

You will submit your essays through the Canvas Assignment feature. Graded essays will be returned before the 

next essay’s teacher review. 

Prewriting 
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You will be expected to create prewriting for all essays. We will review these in class. You will create two 

prewriting activities for each essay. These are worth 5 points for each essay for a total of 15 points toward your 

overall grade. 

 

In addition to the prewriting, and before the first draft of an essay is due, you will create a tentative 

introduction, including thesis statement, and tentative conclusion for each essay. These are worth 5 points for 

each for a total of 15 points toward your overall grade. 

  

These assignments will be turned in using Canvas’s Assignment feature.  

 

Peer-Review Workshop 

Having someone read through and help you revise your writing is an important part of the writing process. 

Therefore, I require that you submit to each peer-review workshop prepared and willing to participate. Each 

workshop is worth 20 points for a total of 80 points toward your overall grade (one for essays 1, 2, 3, and the 

annotated bibliography). I require that you submit a complete draft the day of the workshop. What do I mean by 

complete? A complete essay draft has an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  

 

Very important: You will miss out on the peer-review workshop and be ineligible to send me a draft for 

review if you are unprepared or do not participate in the peer-review workshop. Being prepared means three 

things: 

1. Turn in your workshop draft to me and your group members on time. 

2. Turn in a genuine effort—this means the best draft you can create. 

a. A rough draft is not acceptable. What’s the difference? In a rough draft we expect the essay to 

have mistakes, but in a first draft we are presenting the best draft we can do and assume we have 

done everything we can to present a draft with no known errors. In other words, you will offer 

your group members a draft that you would feel comfortable turning in for a grade. 

3. Return peers’ drafts on time with significant comments and suggestions for improvement. 

 

You will conduct peer-review workshops using the Assignments feature in Canvas. Peer-review workshops are 

graded as soon as the time period for the workshop is complete. 

Teacher Review 

After workshops for essays, you will revise your first draft based on suggestions from the peer-review 

workshop, submit it to me, and I will give you feedback on your “second” draft. These are worth 20 points, for 

a total of 60 points toward your overall grade (you will not do this for the annotated bibliography). In order to 

be eligible for the teacher review, you must participate in the peer-review workshop. In other words, if you miss 

the peer-review workshop, you miss out on the 20 points for that assignment. Then, since you are no longer 

eligible for the teacher workshop, you will miss out on 20 more points. This is a total of 40 points, so play close 

attention to deadlines and ask questions before an assignment is due. 

 

You will submit these using the Assignments feature in Canvas. I strive to return your drafts with my comments 

within one week; however, I will always have them to you at least two days before an essay is due. 

 

Revising an Essay 

You may choose to revise either Essay 1 or 2. In order to be eligible to submit a revision, however, you must 

meet the following criteria: 

 You must have participated in the peer-review workshop. 

 You must have participated in the teacher review.  

 You must have turned in the essay (and on time).  
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 You must have received lower than an A- (or 90% or lower) on the final graded essay. For this reason, 

revisions may only earn up to 90 points.  

 

EXTRA CREDIT 

Do I offer extra credit? Yes, throughout the semester I will inform you how you can earn extra credit. However, 

you may only receive up to 5 points maximum for each extra credit assignment and a total of 10 points 

throughout the semester.  

 

PORTFOLIO 

Portfolios are an important part of the class. Your portfolio should be a 3-ring binder or data folder or separate 

file on your computer, USB drive, etc. Your portfolio should include the following graded assignments in six 

sections: self-evaluation, quizzes, essays, graded assignments, exams, and extra credit. This will help you keep 

track of all your graded assignments—in case I make a mistake when recording them in my grade book—and 

allow you to know your grade in the class at all times. 

 

VIRTUAL PRESENTATIONS 

Research Presentation: 

You will give a virtual presentation exploring your findings in essay 3. We will go over presentation details 

more during class. This is worth 30 points toward your overall grade. 

 

ATTENDANCE, TIMELINESS, & PARTICIPATION 

Attendance, timeliness, and participation are a direct part of my grading system, and these actions will affect 

your overall grade. Besides missing out on valuable information when you’re absent, assignments cannot be 

turned in late, so if you are absent on a day that an assignment is due, you will not get points for that assignment 

unless you made prior arrangements with me. If you must be absent—due to a severe illness, work conflict, 

death in the family, etc.—please try to let me know before class if possible (by phone or email).  

Please note that I rarely distinguish between excused and unexcused absences. In other words, some of you 

will have genuine, honest reasons for missing classes. Yet the reasons don’t change the fact that you are still 

missing class discussions, activities, and sample essays and are therefore learning less than your classmates who 

do attend class. So if you choose to be absent on a given day, choose wisely. If you ever miss a class, you are 

still responsible for all material covered and you must attempt to hand in any missed work before the missed 

class period.  

 

In order to participate in class discussions and activities, you need to “show up” prepared for class with all 

readings and assignments complete. I do take note of students who are not prepared. These three elements are 

worth 40 points toward your overall grade (20 for the first half of the semester, prior to midterm grades, and 20 

for the last half, after midterm grades).  

 

Believe it or not, I can see who and how long each student has been logged in to the class, and your time spent 

reading and studying for the class is always reflected in discussions, quizzes, and essays. 

 

LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY 

All assignments are due when noted in the syllabus. I will not accept late assignments, EVER! Let me repeat 

this, I WILL NOT ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS EVER! If you know you will be unavailable to submit 

an assignment the day an assignment is due, you must turn in your assignment EARLY. If a legitimate 

emergency causes you to be late on a final draft of an essay, let me know about it as soon as is humanly 

possible. What are legitimate emergency causes? Ask me. Are there exceptions to this? Yes, ask me. If you fail 

to turn in your assignment the day it is due you will receive a “0” on the assignment; thus lowering your overall 

grade and this includes essays. If a legitimate reason forces you to turn in a paper late, I will dock the essay 20 

points for every day it’s late.  



English 2010 Syllabus: Page 9 of 13 

 

 

DROP DATE 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline. If you 

do not drop the class, but you stop attending you will receive a withdrawal fail (WF) for the class. 

 

For individual class drop and complete withdrawal deadlines please see the following website: Academic 

Calendar 

 

DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that 

may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center 

(DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive 

assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations.  

Location: North Plaza   

Website: Disability Resource Center  

Phone: 652-7516   

Email: drc@dixie.edu 
  

 

OTHER HELPFUL PLACES 

DSU Writing Center:  

The Dixie State University Writing Center is located on the fourth (4th) floor of the Holland Centennial 

Commons (HCC) Building, room 421. 

 Website: DSU Writing Center  

 

Writing Center Director:  Dr. Braden Lindstrom 

 Location: HCC 422 

Phone: (435) 879-4347 

Email: Lindstrom@dixie.edu 

   

The university provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing assignments 

in all courses. 

Online Writing Lab: 

You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for 

numerous links to relevant web-sites. To reach the page, type the following link in your browser:  DSU Writing 

Center, or go to the DSU home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   

 

Library: Location: Hollond Centennial Commons  

Website: Library Homepage  
Phone: (435) 652-7714  

Email: library@dixie.edu  

 

IT Helpdesk:  Location: Smith Computer Center 

Website: Help Desk   

Phone: (435) 652-7951  

Email: helpdesk@dixie.edu 

 

Tutoring Center: Location: Holland Centennial Commons, Room 431 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/index.php
mailto:drc@dixie.edu
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
mailto:Lindstrom@dixie.edu
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://library.dixie.edu/
mailto:library@dixie.edu
http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/
mailto:helpdesk@dixie.edu
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Website: Tutoring Center  
Phone: (435) 879-4731  

Email: tutoring@dixie.edu  
 

Testing Center: Location: North Plaza Building 

Website: Testing Center  
Phone: (435) 652-7696  

Email: testcenter@dixie.edu 

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY/INTEGRITY POLICY 

Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy, as stated in the DSU Policies and Procedures Manual: Academic 

dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State University, including but not limited to plagiarism on 

written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers 

at Dixie State University may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

 Failing the student in the entire course, 

 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand,   place on probation, suspend, 

and/or expel the student. 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the permanent 

marking of your college file. What is plagiarism? It is either: 

1. Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to them (in the specific paragraph in which you use 

that person’s ideas) 

2. Using someone else’s words without quoting them (Thompson wrote, “blah, blah.”) 

 

We will talk about this in more detail during class, and I will teach you how to use sources well. Nonetheless, if 

you are ever concerned that you might be unknowingly plagiarizing, it is always better if you bring it to my 

attention before you turn in a final draft of the essay. Also know that the DSU subscribes to an online 

plagiarism checker, Turn It In, which we will utilize throughout the semester.  

 

Disruptive Behavior 

What is disruptive behavior? 

Disruptive behavior may best be defined as any behavior that inhibits an instructor's ability to conduct class, or 

behavior that limits another student's ability to benefit from instruction – including conduct, speech, or activity 

that interferes with the learning activities of other students. Some examples of disruptive behavior may include: 

 Physical violence, verbal abuse, or harassment 

 Intoxication or illegal drug use 

 Use of profanity 

 Failing to respect others when expressing their own viewpoints 

 Talking while the instructor or another student is talking 

 Constant questions or interruptions that interfere with classroom presentation 

 

At the instructor’s discretion, if a student becomes disruptive, the student may be asked to leave the classroom 

(even a digital classroom). After a student/instructor meeting outside of class time, the instructor may allow the 

student to return to class or further disciplinary actions may be takes, such as a meeting with the department 

chair, academic dean, or university president.  

 

http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/
mailto:tutoring@dixie.edu
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/
mailto:testcenter@dixie.edu
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DMAIL 

Important class and university information will be sent to your Dmail email account.  This information includes 

your DSU bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates 

and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSU.  Also, sometimes your 

instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or class information, and they will use 

students’ Dmail accounts to do so.  All DSU students are automatically assigned a Dmail email account.  If you 

don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions.  

You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail email, so please check it often. 
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GRADING: 
Assignment How many? Individual Point Value Total Point Value 

Dept. Pre-test 1 6 6 

Dept. Post-test 1 12 12 

Midterm Exam 1 50 50 

Final Exam 1 100 100 

Class Participation 2 20 40 

Peer-review Workshops 4 20 80 

Discussions 6 10 60 

Quizzes 6 10 60 

Teacher Review 3 20 60 

Prewriting 3 5 15 

Introduction, Thesis, 
Conclusion 

3 5 15 

Essay 1: Literary Analysis 1 100 100 

Essay 2: Argument 1 100 100 

Essay 3: Research Essay 1 150  150 

Annotated Bibliography 1 50 50 

Presentation 1 30 30 

Grand Total 928 

 

GRADING SCALE 

 A   = 94-100  

 A-  = 90-93 

 B+ = 87-89 

 B   = 84-86 

 B- = 80-83 

 C+ = 77-79 

 C   = 74-76 

 C-  = 70-73 

 D+ = 67-69 

 D  = 64-66 

 D- = 60-63 

 F =59 and below  

 

STUDENT EVALUATION 

Please keep a record of your grades; you will need this if you ever need to refute your grade. To know your 

grade at any time during the semester just add up your total points and divide it by the total points possible at 

that time. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE OVERVIEW BY WEEK 

Bold = point-worthy assignment due 

 

Week 1: Discussion 1: Introductions, Dept. Pre-test, Quiz 1: Syllabus Understanding, Writing Process, 

Assign Essay 1, Audience Analysis, Sign Plagiarism Contracts 

 

Week 2: Discussion 2: Exploring the Literary Analysis, Quiz 2: Sentences and Commas, Essay 1 

Prewriting, Essay 1 Intro./Thesis/Con., Paragraph Format, Thesis Statements, Literary Analysis Thesis 

Statement Formula, Student Examples 

 

Week 3: Essay 1 Peer Review Submission and Comments, Titles, Revising & Editing 

 

Week 4: Essay 1 Teacher Review Submission, Quiz 3: Verbs, Semicolon, & Colon 

 

Week 5: Essay 1 Due, Assign Essay 2, Rhetorical Triangle, Arguments, Fallacies, Discussion 3: Creating 

Persuasive Arguments, Essay 2 Prewriting  

 

Week 6: MLA Style, Quiz 4: Pronouns, Dash, Quotation Marks, & Other Marks, Argument Thesis 

Statement Formula, Integrating Sources, Essay 2 Intro./Thesis/Con. 

 

Week 7: Essay 2 Peer Review Submission and Comments, Midterm Study Guide  

 

Week 8: Midterm Exam, Essay 2 Teacher Review Submission 

   

Week 9: Essay 2 Due, Assign Essay 3, Assign Annotated Bibliography, Discussion 4: Pros/Cons of Research 

 

Week 10: Quiz 5: Style, Capitalization, & Abbreviation, Annotated Bibliography Peer Review 

 

Week 11: Annotated Bibliography, Essay 3 Prewriting, Discussion 5: Annotated Bibliography Benefits 

 

Week 12: Essay 3 Intro./Thesis/Con., Assign Presentation, Quiz 6: Apostrophes, Italics, Hyphens, 

Numbers, & Spelling  

 

Week 13: Essay 3 Peer Review Submission and Comments, Assign Essay Revision Option 

 

Week 14: Essay 3 Teacher Review Submission 

 

Week 15: Discussion 6: Preparing Virtual Presentations, Revising and Editing, Dept. Post-test 

 

Week 16: Essay 3 Due, Presentations, Revisions Due, Final Exam Review 

 

Finals Week: Final Exam 

 

Final Note: The above information represents a general course of events and assignments for the next 16 

weeks. I reserve the right to change things as we go along and will announce any change in sufficient time in 

advance of any due date or other constraint. 


