
English 2010/Intermediate Writing/Fall2011 

 

Need Class location and time 
 

Professor Joseph Willis 

willis@dixie.edu 

Office:MCDON115 

Office Phone:  435-879-4246 (email is better) 

Office Hours: TR 2:30 – 3:30, or by appointment  

 

Class Description: 

 

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Provides opportunities to 

analyze and write academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through 

writing and revising a number of essays.  Other activities, such as portfolios, library 

research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of advanced 

level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard 

written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and 

quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others.  Prerequisite: 

ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled).  

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement:  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an 

appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly 

their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English 

master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how 

to produce focused critical essays.  

Required Text:  

The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, 6
th

 Brief Edition 

A separate notebook for journal entries. 

 

Classroom Policies: 

 

In an attempt to make the classroom and this class more enjoyable, I am trying to 

keep these to a minimum and instead focusing on general principals of 

professionalism. 

 

Absences: 

I allow you four unexcused absences. I realize things come up and you may just have 

to miss. That is what these days are for. However, on your fifth absence, you will 



drop a full letter grade. More absences mean more drops in points. As more classes 

are missed, loss of participation points will also affect your grade. 

 

Excused or not, any days you have to miss are your responsibility. An email to me 

saying “What did I miss?” is both uncool and unprofessional. You will need to talk 

to your fellow students and get up to speed on what you have missed. 

 

 

Late Work: 

I do not accept late work. Arrangements can be made in advance if the need arises. 

 

Keep Me In The Loop: 

Though I find them interesting, I am nothing like the villains in comic books. If you 

are having problems, talk to me. I am willing to negotiate almost anything before 

hand, but almost nothing after the fact. 

 

Phones Should Be Like Batman or The Spirit: 

That means neither seen nor heard. This includes texting. (Yes, I have to clarify that.). 

My basic policy is this: If your phone buzzes, rings, twerps, or plays the newest 

Rascal Flatts single, you are required to bring donuts for the class on the next class 

day. If further violations occur, I will just ask you to leave class. 

 

Assignment Descriptions: 

 

What I’m providing for you here is just a quick overview of what type of work to 

expect, this is not an end all be all of what is required in any particular assignment. 

 

Journal: At the beginning of each class, you will be required to write on an assigned 

subject. Your journals will be called for periodically. 50 Points 

 

Personal Response: With most readings, I will require a written response to the 

reading. This will also count as your ticket into seminar discussions. 50 Points 

 

In Class Discussions: I strongly believe that an English class is most effective when 

it is directed and guided by student discussion. This is the format that discussion will 

take. However, I expect students to be prepared to take part in seminars.  

Plus participation 100 Points 

 

The Personal Essay: One of your major papers. This will be a personal 

essay that focuses on your experiences with popular culture. It will also serve to help 

me gauge the writing skills of the class 2-3 Pages. 50 Points 

 

Rhetorical Analysis: One skill that will be necessary in this class is your ability to 

use the Rhetorical triangles, and apply those to the analysis of texts. 4-5 

Pages. 100 points 

 



Synthesis Paper: You will synthesize an opinion or stance based on and supported 

by two essays you have researched and evaluated. 5-6 Pages. 100 Points 

 

Research Paper: Using the skills you have learned up to this point, fashion a 

research paper that ###. MLA format, 10-12 pages. An annotated bibliography will 

also be required with this paper. 150 Points 

 

 

Grading: 

 

To help you as students get feedback on assignments quicker, and to make it easier  

for you to know your standing in the class, I use a simple 4.0 grading scale on all 

assignments. This means that Pass/Fail assignments are graded either 4.0 or 0.0. 

Major graded papers, of course, will show some variation between those to scores. 

As a quick reminder: 4.0-3.4 = A, 3.3-2.4 = B, 2.3-1.4 = C, 1.3-.4 = D, .3 or below = 

F.   

 

More in-depth information on grading will be provided and rubric will be available 

as we prepare for our first major paper.   

 

  

 

The Fine Print: 

 

This section of the syllabus features important matters that are larger than the class 

itself. Please familiarize yourself with these matters. They might be important to you 

this semester. 

 

Subject Matter: I take pains to ensure that the materials I choose for each 

course are appropriate for the subject under investigation. Since DSC is a state-run 

institution, I cannot fairly use any other standard. The work I've chosen has been 

created by a diverse company of people, who may, in fact, be quite different from you 

in their background, upbringing, education, and beliefs. This kind of intellectual 

encounter is an essential part of a complete university education. If you come across 

something that concerns you, we can always discuss your concerns, but please bear in 

mind that your desire to discuss these issues does not absolve you from class 

preparation, examinations, and the like. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: Students with medical, 

psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, 

accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact the 

DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility 

determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive 

services or accommodations. DRC is located at the ground floor of the Financial Aid 



Office. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC 

Coordinator determines eligibility and authorizes the provision of services.  

Student Support Services  

Library http://library.dixie.edu  

Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring  

College Calendar: http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201140 

 

DMail: You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and 

college information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial 

aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and 

deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If 

you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select 

"Dmail" from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to 

www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner). 

 

Student Academic Misconduct consequences have been outlined here:  

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/533.html We will cover “proper citation” 

strategies during the course of the semester. Simply remember that if you did not come 

up with the information from personal experiences, then readers need to know where the 

information comes from. Further, reading on the Internet does not count as personal 

experience. Information from the Internet must be properly cited. All researched 

information must be properly cited for this class using either MLA or APA style citation. 

For citation information, check your textbook, the Dixie State College Research Paper 

Guide at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, or the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 

6
th

 ed. 

 

COURSE WRITING OBJECTIVES 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will 

control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation 

of support material. 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/533.html


 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key 

words, pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 

paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, 

state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the 

discussion to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate 

supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 

 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise 

verbs.   

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and 

necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 
RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the 

variety of electronic databases available for research. 

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, 

bibliographic form, and research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper. 

 

 


