
ENG 1010-03 Introduction to Writing (3 credits) 
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SPRING 2014 . MWF, 8:00—8:50am. MCD 207 
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Course Begins: 1/06  Course Ends: 4/23  

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State University strives to instill in students an appreci-

ation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their func-

tion in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master 

skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to pro-

duce focused critical essays.  

 

Course Description: Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Designed 

to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides op-

portunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, 

writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write college 

level papers. Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 

2010.  Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND English placement score 

19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if ENGL 0995 required, Grade C or 

higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or high-

er). FA, SP, S 

 

Required Materials: 

How to Write Anything: Ruszkiewicz & Dolmage  

Two exam books 

Photocopying expenses 

 

Course Policies: 

1. To succeed in this course, students will adopt new rhetorical skills to help them com-

pose essays for a sophisticated reading audience. The texts provide theoretical back-

ground, practical guidance, and illustrations of principles. Students will complete four 

comprehensive writing assignments: a personal experience narrative; a letter to a news-

paper editor; a research paper; and a detailed résumé. In addition, students will be 

quizzed on assigned readings. Students are expected to revise their writing constantly and 

bring fresh work to scheduled workshops. This class also requires students to take a final 

examination, diagnostic surveys, and complete an in-class essay. Failing to submit any 

assignment is grounds for failure.  

 

2. ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY. Unexcused absences may result in failure of the 

course. Six unexcused absences WILL result in failure of the course. Excuses must be 

submitted within two class meetings of the absence. Late arrivals are also prohibited. Roll 

will be taken at the beginning of each class meeting. Two tardies equal one absence. 

Quizzes missed due to class absence cannot be made up. TEXT MESSAGING DURING 

CLASS IS PROHIBITED. ANY STUDENT CAUGHT TEXT MESSAGING DURING 

CLASS WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR ATTENDING THAT CLASS. For infor-



mation regarding DSU’s student absence policy see: 

http://www.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 

3. Students may meet with me outside of class during office hours or by appointment. 

4. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as your own (a book, an article, another 

essay, internet) without giving proper credit. The submission of work that is not original for 

this class is grounds for failure.  

5. Students will not be permitted to take the final examination early. 

6. Grade of Incomplete: Students may receive an “I” only if they meet the following crite-

ria: (1) they are passing the course and have completed all course work except two essays; 

(2) they have a valid excuse for not having completed the required course work. When pos-

sible, students should provide instructor with proof of the crisis or emergency that prevents 

them from completing course work during the semester. Students who receive an “Incom-

plete” MUST SEE ME TO MAKE UP WORK AND TO CHECK ON CHANGE OF 

GRADE CONCERNS. 

7. ADA/Disability Statement: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disa-

bilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be 

successful in this class will need to contact the DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Co-

ordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impair-

ment is required in order to receive services or accommodations. DRC is located in the 

North Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the pro-

cess. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

8. Instructor’s office hours have been established to provide students with assistance and 

students are encouraged to use them.  

9. If you know you will be absent the day an assignment is due, turn it in early. Late papers 

will be accepted, but each day they are late they will drop a letter grade.   

10. DMAIL: You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and 

college information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSU bills, financial 

aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and 

deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSU and in your courses. If you 

don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" 

from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, 

and click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner). 

11. “Online Writing Lab: You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for infor-

mation on a variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-

sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in your browser 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select 

“Online Writing Lab.””   

12. Students are encouraged to use Dixie State College’s library facilities regularly. For 

information about hours, resources, and location, go to the DSC home page and scroll to 

“Library” or call 652-7714.  

13. If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that se-

mester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage 

(www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the giv-

en semester’s class schedule.   Withdrawal: “Withdrawal From College.  Students are 

permitted to completely withdraw from school until the end of the 12th week of the se-

mester.  Complete withdrawals must be initiated in the advisement and counseling office. 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/


Current class schedules list pro-rated withdrawal dates for block and summer classes. 

#/#/# Administrative Withdrawal (see Administrative Withdrawal Policy 5-44 and Stu-

dent Tuition and Fee Payment Policy 5-17).  Students may be administratively withdrawn 

for the following reasons: 

1. Not attending class on the first day of class, without receiving special permission 

from the teaching faculty member.  

2. Registering for courses for which the pre-requisites have not been met (see Aca-

demic Assessment).  

3. Neglecting to pay tuition and fees for any given semester by the end of the 3rd 

week of the semester.  This type of administrative withdrawal has previously been 

referred to as a “purge."  

4. Registering for a class without following proper procedure when there is a "hold" 

placed on registration due to low scholastic status (see Scholastic Standards).  

5. For other appropriate reasons at the approval of the dean and department chair.” 

14. If you know you will be absent the day a paper is due, turn the paper in early. Late pa-

pers will be accepted, but each day they are late they will drop a letter grade.   

15. To earn a passing grade in this class you must successfully fulfill all class requirements: 

adequate attendance, workshop participation, portfolio submissions, class presentation, fi-

nal exam. 

16. . DROP DATE If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class to 

avoid receiving an “F” on your transcript.  

17. Writing Center: The College provides a free service for students desiring additional as-

sistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the 

first floor of the Browning Bldg. The college provides a free service for students desiring 

additional assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is 

located on the fourth floor of HCC.   

Dixie State University provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance 

with their writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center’s mission is to help 

writers improve their composition assignments through a process of invention, writing 

and revision. The Writing Center is not a proofreading service, but is instead staffed by 

peer tutors who offer suggestions, instructions and tips to help you improve your assign-

ments.  

18. Online Writing Lab:  You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information 

on a variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To 

reach the page, type the following link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to 

the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   

19. Workshops will begin in the second week of the semester. In these meetings, students 

will have their work critiqued by their peers and the instructor. Students are expected to be 

generous and thoughtful with their responses. Cross talk is discouraged. So is snootiness. It 

must be remembered that we are here for just one reason: to become better writers and to 

help each other achieve the same goal. To receive credit for the workshop you must bring a 

draft to class. Missed workshops cannot be made up. 

20. Important links: 

o Library - http://library.dixie.edu  

o Computer Lab - http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://library.dixie.edu/


o Writing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

o Testing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

o Tutoring Center - http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/  

21. From DSU Policies and Procedures Manual: 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie 

State College, including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, 

submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. 

Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academ-

ic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty oc-

curred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may repri-

mand, place on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to man-

age the classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this 

end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students 

from individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class 

activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students 

from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined 

may appeal those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. 

(Policy 5-35) 

 

22. IMPORTANT DATES:  

 

 

Mon, Jan 5 Classwork starts 

Thurs, Jan 9 Last day to wait list 

Fri, Jan 10 Last day to add without a signature 

Wed, Jan 15 Drop/Audit fee begins ($10 per class) 

Mon, Jan 20 MLK Day (no classes) 

Tue, Jan 21 $50 Late registration/payment fee 

Mon, Jan 27 Last day for refund 

Mon, Jan 27 Pell Grant Census 

Mon, Jan 27 Last day to drop without a “W” grade 

Wed, Jan 29 Classes dropped for nonpayment 

Fri, Jan 31 Last day to add/audit classes 

http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/


Fri, Jan 31 Last day to apply for graduation 

(Associates) 

Mon, Feb 17 President’s Day (no classes) 

Mon, Feb 24 Midterm Grades Due 

Fri, February 28 Last day to drop individual classes 

Mar 10-14 Spring Break 

Mar 17 Fall Schedule Available Online 

April 23 Classwork Ends 

April 25 Final Exams 

April 28-30, May 1 Final exams 

 

 

 

23. College approved absences: Dixie University Policy explains in detail what needs to 

happen if you anticipate being absent from class because of a college-sponsored activity 

(athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this infor-

mation and follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be found at: 

www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html  

 

 

 

MINIMAL REQUIREMENTS 

In order to complete English 1010 with a grade of “C” or higher, each student must satisfy 

the following requirements: 

 

 Participate in class (homework, quizzes, exercises, discussions, workshops, jour-

nal responses) 

 Write 3 short papers in genres such as narrative, analysis, classification, persua-

sion, pro-con, or cause-effect 

 Write 2 5 to 8-page papers that will first be Narrative, then a research paper that 

incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC 

Library’s article databases, book catalog and subject-specific encyclopedias).   

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources  

 Produce multiple revisions of drafts  

 Critique preparatory drafts of students papers in small workshop groups 

 

Course Goals:  
Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge of the rules of grammar, punctuation and usage.  

• An understanding of effective stages within the writing process.  

• An understanding of the modes of writing.  

 

 



Course Learning Outcomes  
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• Write more clearly.  

• Write more correctly (in terms of academic rules of effective writing).  

• [For a more detailed list of the course’s objectives, please see our program’s complete 

course description for English 1010. In that document, you will find a much longer list 

that is in the syllabi of every English 1010 instructor.]  

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS  

 

1. Paper 1. Each student will prepare a letter to the editor of a local or national newspa-

per, outlining her/his position on a topic of interest to a general reading audience  

 2. Paper 2.Students prepare personal essays that detail moments when their understand-

ing of life changed profoundly. 

3. Paper 3.  In-Class Essay. Students produce an in-class essay in which they address and 

analyze a contemporary social issue.  The topic will be assigned by the instructor.    

4. Paper 4. Students will analyze and discuss a short work of fiction. 

5. Final Essay: Research essay on a topic agreed upon by both instructor and student. 

6. Workshops. Students are expected to come to these meetings with the latest drafts of 

their essays. 

7. Quizzes. 5 quizzes, and a bonus quiz. Each quiz will be unannounced. Students will be 

asked to answer questions about assigned readings.  Final Examination. Students will 

write a timed essay on a topic assigned by the instructor.  

    

Essay Format: Final drafts of the four papers must be typed in black ink on white 8 1/2 x 11 

paper. Follow MLA guidelines for formatting. Double-space between lines and set margins 

at one inch on all sides of the page. Do not justify the right margin. When you hand in final 

papers, include all preparatory material. Neatness, grammar and spelling count.   

 

Over the course of the semester, students earn up to a maximum of 100 points 

 

Essay 1: Letter to the Editor 10 points 

Essay 2: Personal Essay 15 points 

Essay 3: In-class, timed essay 10 points 

Essay 4: Analysis Paper 15 points 

Essay 5: Research Paper 20 points 

Quizzes: 10 points (2 points each) 

Workshop Participation: 10 points 

Final Exam: 10 points 

 

Point scale for Final Grade:  

 

 

 

 

100-94= A       4.00 

 93-90 = A-     3.50 

 89-87 = B+     3.33 

 86-84 = B       3.00 

 83-80 = B-      2.75 

 79-77 = C+     2.33 

76-74 = C    2.00 

73-70 = C-   1.75 

69-67 = D+  1.33 

66-64 = D    1.00 

63-60 = D-    .75 

59-0   = F      .00 



 

 

 

NOTE: LATE PAPERS WILL BE MARKED DOWN A LETTER GRADE FOR EVERY 

LATE DAY. To earn a grade, students must turn in all assigned work. Attendance (100%) 

is expected. Journals will be graded “pass/fail.” STUDENTS MAY NOT INTRODUCE 

OBSCENE CONTENT, PROFANITY OR MATERIAL THAT GLORIFIES CRIME OR 

EXPRESSES BIGOTRY OF ANY SORT INTO THEIR WRITING.  

 

 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 

"A" papers:  

 

1. The author articulates and follows up on a clear thesis with compelling evidence. 

2. The essay displays unity and organization. Sentences and paragraphs are coherent, 

presented in a manner which is at once sequential and logical.  

3. Author uses effective sources and cites them correctly. 

4. Language is immediate and concrete, free of abstract clauses and needless words.  

5. Paper displays technical sophistication, a fresh point of view and meets many, if 

not all, of the standards set by professional and academic publications. 

 

“B” papers: 

 

1. Author demonstrates her/his understanding of the rhetorical principles discussed in 

class, making use of an interesting/plausible thesis, which she/he supports with effec-

tive evidence and illustration. 

2. Sources support the argument and address an understanding of the critical issues 

related to the topic.  

3. Sources support the argument.  

4. The paper is organized and tightly structured, but technical problems—i.e. improp-

er grammar, verbose diction, faulty citation—appear. 

 

“C” papers:  

 

1. The essay’s argument is clear, but the author has not treated it in a manner which 

is adequately comprehensive.  

2. The author supports thesis with evidence and illustration, but the paper lacks co-

hesiveness, transitional remarks, and momentum. 

3. Problems with editing, grammar, and/or citation appear.  

4. Ideas are plausible, but not particularly fresh.   

 

“D” papers:  

 

1. The thesis statement is not clear and supporting evidence is insufficient.  

2. The essay generally lacks coherence.  



3. Evidence of revision is minimal.  

4. External sources are non-existent or inadequate.  

5. Mechanical problems appear frequently.  

 

F” papers:  

 

1. Essay displays little understanding of the assignment. 

2. Mechanical problems are ubiquitous and the paper lacks cohesion at all levels. 

  

 

Calendar (subject to change)  

 

 

All readings are taken from How to Write Anything or materials supplied by instruc-

tor. Complete all scheduled readings prior to each week’s first class meeting.  

 

Week 1 (1/6-1/10) 

Topic: Overcoming writer’s block 

In-Class: Course overview; diagnostic evaluation; reviewing the basics  

Homework Readings: 602-609  

 

Week 2 (1/13-1/17)   

Topic: Writing with force 

In-Class: Discussion and examples  

Homework readings: 610-617; 624-626 

 

Week 3 (1/20-1/24) 

NO CLASS MONDAY--HOLIDAY  

Topic: Writing to Persuade – the appeals 

Argumentative Essays and letters  

In-Class: Discussion and Analysis 

Paper 1 DUE 1/24 

Homework readings:  72-84  

 

Week 4 (1/27-1/31)  

Topic: Narrative and Dialogue   

In-Class: Workshops & Discussion 

Homework readings: TBA 

 

Week 5 (2/3-2/7) 

Topic: Focusing on your story 

In-Class: Formatting 

Homework readings: 10-16 

 

Week 6 (2/10-2/14)  

PAPER 2 DUE 2/14 



Topic: Memoirs 

In-Class: Examples and Workshops    

Homework readings: Handout 

 

Week 7 (2/17-2/21)  

NO CLASS MONDAY--HOLIDAY 

IN CLASS ESSAY 2/21 (MIDTERM) 

Topic: TBA 

In-Class: Workshop 

Homework reading: 316-320;  

 

Week 8 (2/24-2/28)  

Topic: Copyediting 

In-Class:, Workshops, Discussions 

Homework readings: 452-454 

 

Week 9 (3/3-3/7)  

Topic: Advanced library research methods-databases 

In-Class: Workshop                    

Homework readings: 466-471 

 

Week 10 (3/10-3/14)  

NO CLASS SPRING BREAK 

 

Week 11 (3/17-3/21)  

Topic: Making claims 

In-Class: Workshop 

Homework readings: 206-208; 220-230 

 

Week 12 (3/24-3/28)  

PAPER 4 DUE 3/24 

Topic: Working with quoted sources 

In-Class: Workshops                  

Homework readings: 487-500 

 

Week 13 (3/31-4/4)  

Topic: MLA citation 

In-Class: Workshops                 

Homework readings: 503-512 

 

Week 14 (4/7-4/11)  

In-Class: Workshop                  

Homework readings: TBD 

 

Week 15 (4/21-4/23) 

Topic: Revision strategies 



In-Class: Workshop 

Homework readings: 250-263 

FINAL PAPER DUE 4/23 

 

 

Week 16  

FINALS 

 

 

FINAL EXAM—MONDAY APR 28 7:30-9:30AM 

 

 

 

 


