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Dr. Theda Wrede 

Office: McDonald Building 212 

Phone: 435-652-7821 or (home) 435-216-3865 

Email: wrede@dixie.edu 

Office Hours: T and TH 8-9 AM,  

phone hours: M 10-11 AM and W 10-12 AM and by appointment  

Class meetings: T/ TH, 10:30 am – 11:45 am 

Classroom: McDonald Ctr. 207 

Prerequisites: English 2010 with at least a C.  

Credit Hours: 3 

Section 1 

 

The best way to contact me is to email me. Dropping by my office outside of office hours or calling me are less 

reliable ways to reach me. 

 

Spring 2012--English 3281: MAJOR WORLD AUTHORS: POSTCOLONIAL 

 

Course Description: Fulfills a Major Authors requirement for English majors pursuing an emphasis in 

Literary Studies or English Education, and open to other interested students. In depth exploration of the 

works of postcolonial writers. Particular works may vary according to instructor expertise. Emphasizes the 

dynamic interplay among the aesthetics of the text(s), the authors' lives, and the socio-political context in 

which the works were produced. Students will be expected to read extensive amounts of work from these 

authors, write several critical assignments, and conduct a major research project. Prerequisite: ENGL 2010 

(Grade C or higher).  
 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 

centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 

political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 

media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.   

 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  

Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of literary 

expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination.  Students 

also learn to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of 

literature and the culture and time in which it was produced.    

 

 Course Goals: Goals to be reached in this course:  

 A knowledge and awareness of the importance and scope of the literary and intellectual contributions 

of the authors covered.  

 An extensive awareness of the major and minor works of the authors covered.  

 An ability to analyze individual literary works through written and oral responses.  

 Uncovering and debating recurring themes in the texts, including colonialism, decolonization, diaspora, 

exile, global migrations, nationhood, in light of concerns about gender, race, and class inequities. 

 Exploring and employing postcolonial literary and cultural theories in textual analyses. 

 Researching colonial history and analyzing postcolonial literature with regards to the author’s (and 

work’s) cultural and historical backdrop. 

 Interrogating conceptions of national identity and culture. 

 Examining the significance of literature in buttressing as well as destabilizing these notions. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes: Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  
Departmental Outcomes 
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 Create written work that meets the professional standards of academic writing in the field of literature;  

 Combine and synthesize many of the aspects of literary studies to which they have been exposed in 

DSC’s English program; 

 

Course-Specific Outcomes 

 Explain, critique, and identify themes and genres common to the individual author(s) covered in the 

course.  

 Analyze literary elements, including plot, setting, characterization, theme, point of view, figurative 

language and other literary devices.  

 Examine and critically discuss the links between subject matter, theory, and historical moment. 

 Apply postcolonial theory to literary texts. 

 Research issues and criticism relevant to chosen topics. 

 Participate in meaningful discussions about literature and theory. 

 

Methods of Assessment:  

Formative Assessment Methods  

 Quizzes: Students will periodically take quizzes, preparation checks, and/or tests to assess whether 

they are reading the material.  

 Mid-term Exam: Students will also take a mid-term exam to assess their understanding of literary 

concepts, and to test their ability to apply those concepts to the specific works they have read. Exams 

will be returned promptly with instructor feedback. 

 Essays: Each student will also write two papers, one of which will be a major critical research essay 

illustrating how the author(s) covered in the course use aspects and techniques of literary elements. 

Essays will be returned promptly with instructor feedback. 

 

Summative Assessment Methods  

 Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will take a two-hour final exam to assess their 

ability to synthesize concepts and course material. 

 

Value-Added Assessment Method  

 Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which 

their learning has increased during the semester. This will be both a multiple-choice (scantron) and a 

short-answer test. 
 

Resources for English 3281:  

 Ania Loomba, Colonialism/ Postcolonialism, ISBN 9780415350648; 

 Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, ISBN 9780385474542; 

 V.S. Naipaul, A Bend in the River, ISBN 9780679722021; 

 Doris Lessing, The Grass Is Singing, ISBN 9780061673740; 

 Edwidge Danticat, Breath, Eyes, Memory, ISBN 9780375705045; 

 Bharati Mukherjee, Jasmine, ISBN 9780802136305;  

 Thomas King, Green Grass Running Water, ISBN 9780553373684; 

 Recommended: Edwin J. Barton and Glenda A. Hudson, A Contemporary Guide to Literary Terms. 

 Dixie State College Research Guide – available in the bookstore or online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

 Access to Canvas;  

 A binder. 

 

Grades: Semester grades will be based on the following:  

Homework assignments, participation:    10% 100 points 

Reading quizzes        5%   50 points 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
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Presentation         5 %   50 points 

Short Paper (3-4 pages):      20% 200 points  

Paper abstract          5%   50 points 

Research Paper (5-6 pages):     25% 250 points 

Research Presentation:      10% 100 points 

Midterm Exam:       10%      100 points 

Final Exam:       10% 100 points 

 

Course Requirements:  

Homework and Class Participation: You are expected to participate in discussions in the classroom. Class 

discussion will be focused on the assigned readings for the day. Therefore, it is important to do the readings. You 

will also complete typed homework assignments which will be announced either on the syllabus or in class. I do 

not accept late or handwritten homework.  

 

Reading Quizzes: I will give you several reading quizzes throughout the semester. Quizzes cannot be made up.  

 

Presentations: Each student will give two presentations in this course: One on a work’s / author’s background 

(approx. 10 min) and one on your research paper (15-20 min).  

 

Papers: Get an early start. Papers are due at the beginning of the indicated class meeting and must have been 

posted on Canvas before the class meeting. Anticipate problems with the printer or the Internet—it is always a 

good idea to finish the paper at least a day before it’s due. Papers not ready to hand in (printed, proofed, paper-

clipped or stapled, and posted) at the beginning of the class hour on the due date will be penalized by one letter 

grade for each successive late day (not per class meeting). Needless to say, the due day is a day on which to take 

extra pains not to be late. Feel free to hand in papers earlier—I will be impressed. If you are unable to hand in a 

finished paper on the due date because of illness or family emergency, you will need to arrange for delivery of 

notes and a draft. You must complete all of the assigned papers in order to pass this class.  

 

Paper Abstract: Your abstract outlines the key issues your essay addresses, advances a thesis, and proposes the 

theoretical and/ or conceptual direction your paper takes by referring to secondary literature (research). The 

abstract should demonstrate that you have given your argument ample thought and consulted a number of 

research sources.  

 

Exams: Exams test your ability to see thematic and stylistic correlations as well as differences between texts 

discussed in class. You will also be tested on concepts and terms on which the class has focused. To prepare for 

exams take notes conscientiously in the course of the semester or obtain notes from peers if you cannot attend a 

meeting and review your notes regularly.  

 

Extra Credit: Participate in the Red Rock Outdoors Club activities and type up a one-to-two-page report or 

response (more information to follow)! Alternatively, you could attend the Dixie Forum in the Dunford 

Auditorium on Tuesdays at noon. For each participation in club events or two attendances of the Dixie Forum you 

will receive credit for one homework assignment. You may do this several times a semester.  

  

Grading Scale: A+ 100-97; A 96-93; A- 92-90; B+ 89-87; B 86-83, B- 82-80; C+ 79-77; C 76-73, C- 72-70; D+ 

69-67; D 66-63, D- 62-60; F 59-0. 

 

What it takes to get a good grade in the course:  

 read actively instead of passively;  

 be on time;  

 craft well-written essays;  

 prepare for your exams;  

 prepare oral presentations; 

 repeatedly review class notes;  
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 clarify questions early: do not hesitate to ask me; 

 participate in class discussions. 

 

Active Reading: Read when you’re most awake! Read with a pencil in hand to underline important passages and 

interesting wording (diction) and to write down questions (in a notebook or on the margin) you might have.  

 

Academic Honesty: Cheating in any form (plagiarism, etc.) is a serious offense and will result in automatic 

failure of the assignment. Plagiarism is the undocumented use of another person’s ideas and/ or words, whether 

they come from a published source (books, magazines, the Internet etc.) or from someone else’s paper. If you’re 

unsure or have any questions, talk with me before the assignment is due. See 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus.  

 

Attendance: You are obligated to attend class regularly and to be on time. If you are more than fifteen minutes 

late, you will be counted absent. Please always communicate with me if you miss a class, so I can give you 

handouts and/ or assignments. You are responsible to make up missed work. Absence from more than 15 percent 

of the scheduled class sessions, whether excused or unexcused, is excessive, and I will exact a grade penalty for 

such absences. It is of particular importance that a student who anticipates absences in excess of 15 percent of the 

scheduled class sessions receive prior approval from the instructor before the last day to change schedule. I will 

emphasize that the “15-percent rule” stated above applies to both excused and unexcused absences. If you have to 

miss a class due to college functions, you have to get in touch with me beforehand and make up any missed work. 

See also http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html.  

 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline. This 

deadline date can be found at http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2012.     

 

Behavioral Expectations: Respect your classmates’ desire to learn and to express themselves, as we will respect 

your contributions. Any kind of private discussions with your neighbor is unacceptable. Cell phones or other 

hand-held devices, eating, Internet surfing, texting, newspaper reading, working on assignments for other classes, 

or any other type of behavior unrelated to the course in class are not permissible. Be considerate and do not use 

offensive or disparaging language in class. See http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html. 

 

Communication:  

Canvas: Check Canvas at least twice a week for updates, assignments, and postings. You will post your papers 

and possibly homework assignments on Canvas. Make sure to convert all WORD for Windows documents to 

RTF (rich text format).  

 

Email: If you have any questions related to the course, please send me an email directly to wrede@dixie.edu. I 

check my email daily (except on weekends).  

 

Dmail: You are required frequently to check your dmail account. Important class and college information will be 

sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, 

reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your 

courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the 

left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student 

services" (upper right corner). You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail, so please check it 

often. 

 

Important Semester Dates, Spring 2012: See http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2012  

  

Technical Support: You will find technical support at http://new.dixie.edu/academicoutreach/index.php. This 

website also features important information on computer specifications, logging onto Canvas, and where to find 

help.  

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2012
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
mailto:wrede@dixie.edu
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2012
http://new.dixie.edu/academicoutreach/index.php
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Writing Center: The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning Building. Call 652-7743 for hours and 

information. http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

 

Online Writing Lab: You can consult this site for information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for 

numerous links to relevant websites. To reach the page, go to http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home 

page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.” 

 

Other Helpful College Services:  

 Library - http://library.dixie.edu 

 Computer Lab - http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/ http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 

 Testing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/testing 

 Tutoring Center - http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

Disability Statement: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the 

course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza 

Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable 

accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516  

College Withdrawal Policy: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/544.html. 

  

http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
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Engl. 3281, Wrede, Course Syllabus—Spring 2012 

Syllabus is tentative, flexible, and subject to change based on class needs.  Readings will be discussed on date 

indicated. 

Week 1: 01/09/12 -01/13/12: Introduction 

T Introduction, syllabus, policies, course requirements, and pre-test. 

TH Read: Loomba, part 1: 1-42 and HO (handout): excerpt from George Lamming, “The Occasion for 

Speaking”  
 

Week 2: 01/16- 01/20 

T Read: Loomba, part 1: 42-99 and HO: Edward Said, Orientalism 

Handout (in class): paper one assignment  

TH Read: Achebe, Things Fall Apart, part 1; 

Presentation on Chinua Achebe, Nigeria, and Igbo culture (history and current events, if 

applicable)  
 

Week 3: 01/23 – 01/27 

T Read: Achebe, Things Fall Apart, part 2 and 3 

TH Finish Achebe, Things Fall Apart  and HO: Achebe, “The Politics of Language” and Simon Gikandi, 

“African Literature and the Colonial Factor” (5 p.); 

Response 1
1
: Respond to the Guidelines for Reading Achebe (typed answers). 

 

Week 4: 01/30 – 02/03 

T Read: Loomba, part 2  

TH        Read: “Hybridity” and Homi Bhabha, “Cultural Diversity and Cultural Differences” and Robert Young, 

“The Cultural Politics of Hybridity” 
First draft of paper 1 due (first draft: 3-4 pages) and workshop draft (bring typed paper to class) 

 

Week 5: 02/06 – 02/10 

T           Read: V.S. Naipaul, A Bend in the River (about first third—p. 102, par. “The Domain was some miles 

away from town...”) 

Presentation on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (or Zaire--history and current events) and V. S. 

Naipaul  
TH       Read: V.S. Naipaul, A Bend in the River (about two thirds—p. 200, par. “Nazruddin hardly wrote.”) 

Final draft of paper 1 due (final draft: 3-4 pages)
2
  

 

Week 6: 02/13 – 02/17 

T  Finish V.S. Naipaul, A Bend in the River  

Response 2: Respond to the Guidelines for Reading Naipaul (typed answers). 

TH Read Loomba part 3 and “Conclusion”; HO: Simon Gikandi, “Globalization and the Claims of 

Postcolonality” 

 

Week 7:  02/20 – 02/24 

T Read Doris Lessing, The Grass is Singing (first 5 chapters) 

Presentation on Doris Lessing and Southern Rhodesia (Republic of Zimbabwe) (history and current) 
TH   Read Doris Lessing, The Grass is Singing (chapter 6-8) 

 

Week 8:  02/27 – 03/02 

T Finish Doris Lessing, The Grass is Singing  

Response 3: Respond to the Guidelines for Reading Lessing (typed answers). 

TH mid-term exam (during regular class meeting) + abstracts for Student Research Day due today! 

                                                 
1 Note: Additional writing assignments will be announced in class and/ or posted on Canvas. 
2 Bring a hardcopy of your papers to class with you and post your paper in Canvas: discussion board.  
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Week 9:  03/05 – 03/09 

T  Read Edwidge Danticat, Breath, Eyes, Memory (first 21 chapters) 

Presentation on Edwidge Danticat and Haiti (history and current events) 
TH  finish Edwidge Danticat, Breath, Eyes, Memory and HO: “Diaspora,” Stuart Hall, “Cultural Identity and 

Diaspora”  

Response 4: Respond to the Guidelines for Reading Danticat (typed answers).  

 Paper two assignment handout 

Week 10:  03/12 – 03/16 

T Spring Break  

TH   Spring Break  

 

Week 11:  03/19 – 03/23 

T Read: Mukherjee, Jasmine (first 13 chapters) 

Presentation on Bharati Mukherjee and India (history and current events)   

TH Read: Mukherjee, Jasmine (chapters 14-22) 

Paper abstract due + workshop 
 

Week 12: 03/26 – 03/30 

T finish Mukherjee, Jasmine and HO: “Feminism” and Chandra Talpade Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes: 

Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses”  

Response 5: Respond to the Guidelines for Reading Mukherjee (typed answers).  

TH NCUR: do your readings for the next meeting 

 

Week 13:  04/02 – 04/06 

T Presentation on Thomas King (Cherokee tribe) and Canada and Blackfoot tribe  
Read: King, Green Grass, Running Water (first two parts) 

TH Read: King, Green Grass, Running Water (third part) 

Workshop research essay: bring your outlines and an annotated list of sources to class 

 

Week 14:  04/09 – 04/13 

2
nd

 Annual DSC Student Research Day on Monday, April 9, 12-5 pm. 

T finish King, Green Grass, Running Water and HO: “Indigeneity,” and Arnold Krupat, “Postcolonialism, 

Ideology, and Native American Literature 

Response 6: Respond to the Guidelines for Reading King (typed answers).  

TH  film 

Research essay due (5-6 pages) + final draft of abstract 

 

Week 15:  04/16 – 04/20 

T  film + discussion 

Response 7: Respond to the Guidelines for Watching… (typed answers). 

TH presentations (3 presentations) 

 

Week 16:  04/23 – 04/27 

T presentations (3 presentations) 

TH Review for final  

 

Final Exam: Thursday, May 3, 9:30-11:30 am 


