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English 3213-01—Per/ Top Studies 
Spring 2011 
Dr. Theda Wrede 
Office: McDonald Building 212 
Phone: 435-652-7821 or (home) 435-216-3865 
Email: wrede@dixie.edu 
Office Hours: T and TH 8-9 AM, phone hours: M 10-11 AM and W 10-12 AM and by appointment  
Class meetings: T/ TH, 10:30 am – 11:45 am 
Classroom: McDonald Ctr. 207 
Prerequisites: English 2010 with at least a C.  
Credit Hours: 3 
 
The best way to contact me is to email me. Dropping by my office outside of office hours or calling me are less 
reliable ways to reach me. 

WESTERN AMERICAN LITERATURE 

IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
 
Course Description:  Fulfills a Period/Topic Studies requirement for English majors pursuing an emphasis 
in Literary Studies or English Education, and open to other interested students. Students will explore 
significant works of twentieth-century Western American literature. Students will write several critical 
assignments and conduct a major research project. Prerequisite: ENGL 2010 (Grade C or higher). 
 
Course Overview: This course surveys significant twentieth-century Western literature, and, to a minor 
extent, film, song, and visual arts, with a particular focus on the way Westerners have articulated human 
relationships with the land. Above all, we will closely analyze written texts, but we will also consider 
historical questions concerning the Old West and its legacy in the New West; socio-political questions 
regarding exploitation of the environment and violence against oppressed cultures and women; and 
philosophical questions about nature’s value. The selection of works thus encourages students to view 
aesthetic expressions against their social, historical, and geopolitical backdrops and examine the 
significance of the foundational myths—of the Garden, an agrarian utopia, the American Adam, the 
frontier—in promoting societal ideas and ideals.  
 
Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 
centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 
historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 
evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.   
 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  
Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of 
literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the 
imagination.  Students also learn to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and 
intellectual aspects of literature and the culture and time in which it was produced.    

 
Course Goals to be reached: Students will be expected to achieve the following goals: 

 Understanding of how aesthetic expression in America is embedded in and often a response to a 
particular historical moment; 

 Perceptions of the relations between regional concerns and specific literary topics and figures of 
style; 

 Knowledge of canonical Western American writers;  
 Comprehension of the value and stylistic characteristics of regional writing;  
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 Critical understanding of commonly held assumptions of the West and its literature. 
 
Learning Outcomes: Students will be expected to perform the following:  
Departmental Outcomes 

 Create written work that meets the professional standards of academic writing in the field of 
literature;  

 Combine and synthesize many of the aspects of literary studies to which they have been exposed in 
DSC’s English program. 
 

Course-Specific Outcomes 
 Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in Western American 

writings; 
 Examine and critically discuss the links between subject matter, setting, and historical moment;  
 Read and apply theoretical and historical texts in literary analyses;  
 Research issues and criticism relevant to their chosen topics; 
 Examine the American West as a region from a new perspective; 
 Compare different forms of creative expression; 
 Participate in meaningful discussions of literature within the classroom. 

 
Assessment Tools: Student assessment will be based on the following: 
Formative Methods of Assessment  

 Short written responses to reading assignments to assess students’ abilities to read critically and 
generate ideas independently. Students are asked to write several one-page papers in response to 
specified readings. These informal writings are assigned throughout the semester and geared 
toward helping students learn how to think and write critically and responsibly in the discipline. 
The instructor promptly returns the papers with direction and suggestions.  

 A 20-minute oral presentation. Students prepare the report and ensuing discussion independently. 
The report is designed to measure students’ ability to prepare an oral presentation and lead a 
discussion independently.  

 Oral participation in classroom discussions.  
 A paper abstract to assess students’ ability to prepare a research project and articulate their 

argument concisely and effectively. The instructor returns the abstract with direction and 
suggestions.   

 Quizzes designed to check students’ preparedness.  
 A short midterm paper designed to assess students’ ability to analyze texts carefully and synthesize 

theories and ideas discussed in class articulately and concisely.  
 
Summative Methods of Assessment  

 A 6-7-page term paper designed to assess students’ ability to analyze texts carefully, to synthesize 
theories and ideas discussed in class throughout the semester, and to conduct research effectively 
following the conventions of the discipline. The term paper is the culmination of the semester’s 
work and based on the paper proposal.  

 A final examination that measures the retention of material as well as asks for creative responses to 
texts. Students will analyze texts read in class and assessed on their ability to organize thoughts 
clearly and maintain focus, and produce grammatically correct and stylistically engaging sentences; 

 
Value-Added Assessment Method 

 A pre- and a post-test of 20 questions on general theoretical concepts, rhetorical devices, and 
definitions. The pre-test, given at the beginning of the semester, and the post-test are aimed at 
assessing value added. It is a multiple choice test. 
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Resources for English 3213:  
 Owen Wister, The Virginian, 0-14-039065-0 
 Willa Cather, A Lost Lady, 0-679-72887-2 
 Cormac McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses, 9-78-067974-4399 
 Pat Mora, Borders, 9780934770576 
 Joy Harjo, She Had Some Horses, 9-78-039333-4210 
 Laura Tohe, No Parole Today, 9-78-093112-2934 
 Stephen P. Cook, Realizing Westward: American Character and Cowboy Mythology, 0-536-39167-X 
 Laura Pritchett, Richard L. Knight, and Jeff Lee (Eds.) Home Land, 9-78-155566-4008 
 Access to Blackboard/ WebCT Vista, which you will need to check at least twice weekly for postings. 
 A binder to organize your notes, my handouts, and keep your papers. 

 
Grades: 
Homework assignments, participation, reading quizzes:  15% 150 points 
Paper abstract:        10% 100 points 
Paper Presentation       10 % 100 points 
Short Paper (3-4 pages):      20% 200 points 
Final Paper (6-7 pages):      30% 300 points 
Final Exam:        15% 150 points 
 
Course Requirements:  
Homework and Class Participation: You are expected to participate in discussions in the classroom. Class 
discussion will be focused on the assigned readings for the day. Therefore, it is important to do the 
readings. You will also complete typed homework assignments which will be announced either on the 
syllabus or in class. I do not accept late or handwritten homework.  
 
Reading Quizzes: I will give you several reading quizzes throughout the semester. Quizzes cannot be made 
up.  
 
Papers: Get an early start. Papers are due at the beginning of the indicated class meeting and must have 
been posted on Blackboard before the class meeting. Anticipate problems with the printer or the Internet—
it is always a good idea to finish the paper at least a day before it’s due. Papers not ready to hand in 
(printed, proofed, paper-clipped or stapled, and posted) at the beginning of the class hour on the due date 
will be penalized by one letter grade for each successive late day (not per class meeting). Needless to say, 
the due day is a day on which to take extra pains not to be late. Feel free to hand in papers earlier—I will be 
impressed. If you are unable to hand in a finished paper on the due date because of illness or family 
emergency, you will need to arrange for delivery of notes and a draft. You must complete all of the assigned 
papers in order to pass this class.  

Paper Abstract: Your abstract outlines the key issues your essay addresses, advances a thesis, and 
proposes the theoretical and/ or conceptual direction your paper takes by referring to secondary literature 
(research). The abstract should demonstrate that you have given your argument ample thought and 
consulted a number of research sources.  

Presentation: At the end of the semester, you will present your conference-length paper. More directions 
to follow.  Due to time constraints, I won’t be able to reschedule presentations if you’re unable to present. 

Final Exam: Exams test your ability to see thematic and stylistic correlations as well as differences 
between texts discussed in class. You will also be tested on concepts and terms on which the class has 
focused. To prepare for the exam, it is essential to take notes conscientiously in the course of the semester, 
to ask a peer for notes if you cannot attend a class, and to review your notes regularly.  
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Extra Credit: Participate in the Red Rock Outdoors Club activities and type up a one-to-two-page report or 
response. You will receive credit for two homework assignments or three reading quizzes for each 
response you give me. You may do this several times a semester. I may announce other possibilities to get 
extra credit later in the semester.  
 
Grading Scale: A+ 100-97; A 96-93; A- 92-90; B+ 89-87; B 76-73, B- 82-80; C+ 79-77; C 76-73, C- 72-70; D+ 
69-67; D 66-63, D- 62-60; F 59-0. 
 
What it takes to get a good grade in the course:  

 read actively instead of passively;  
 be on time;  
 craft well-written essays;  
 prepare for your exams;  
 prepare oral presentations; 
 repeatedly review class notes;  
 clarify questions early: do not hesitate to ask me; 
 participate in class discussions. 

 
Active Reading: Read when you’re most awake! Read with a pencil in hand to underline important 
passages and interesting wording (diction) and to write down questions (in a notebook or on the margin) 
you might have.  
 
Academic Honesty: Cheating in any form (plagiarism, etc.) is a serious offense and will result in automatic 
failure of the assignment. Plagiarism is the undocumented use of another person’s ideas and/ or words, 
whether they come from a published source (books, magazines, the Internet etc.) or from someone else’s 
paper. If you’re unsure or have any questions, talk with me before the assignment is due. See 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus.  
 
Attendance: You are obligated to attend class regularly and to be on time. If you are more than fifteen 
minutes late, you will be counted absent. Please always communicate with me if you miss a class, so I can 
give you handouts and/ or assignments. You are responsible to make up missed work. Absence from more 
than 15 percent of the scheduled class sessions, whether excused or unexcused, is excessive, and I will 
exact a grade penalty for such absences. It is of particular importance that a student who anticipates 
absences in excess of 15 percent of the scheduled class sessions receive prior approval from the instructor 
before the last day to change schedule. I will emphasize that the “15-percent rule” stated above applies to 
both excused and unexcused absences. Absence, excused or unexcused, from 30% or more of class 
meetings will result in an F for the course. If you have to miss a class due to college functions, you have to 
get in touch with me beforehand and make up any missed work. See also 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html.  
 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline. 
This deadline date can be found at http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2010.     
 
Behavioral Expectations: Respect your classmates’ desire to learn and to express themselves, as we will 
respect your contributions. Any kind of private discussions with your neighbor is unacceptable. Cell phones 
or other hand-held devices, eating, Internet surfing, texting, newspaper reading, working on assignments 
for other classes, or any other type of behavior unrelated to the course in class are not permissible. Also be 
considerate and do not use offensive or disparaging language. See 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html. 
 
 
 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2010
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
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Communication:  
Blackboard: We will use blackboard for out-of-class communication. Check at least twice a week for 
updates, assignments, and postings. You will post your papers and possibly homework assignments on 
blackboard. Make sure to convert all WORD for Windows documents to RTF (rich text format).  

 
Dmail: You are required frequently to check your dmail account. Important class and college information 
will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of 
cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your 
success at DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to 
www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to 
www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner). You will be held responsible 
for information sent to your Dmail, so please check it often. 

 
Important Semester Dates, Spring 2011:  

Jan 10 Classwork Starts 

Jan 12 Last Day to Add Without Signature 

Jan 17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan 18 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 

Jan 25 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 

Jan 31 Graduation Application Deadline 

Feb 1 Pell Grant Census 

Feb 1 Last Day for Refund 

Feb 1 Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 

Feb 2 Courses dropped for non-payment 

Feb 4 Last Day to ADD Classes 

Feb 21 President's Day 

Feb 28 Mid-Term Grades Due 

Mar 4 Last Day to DROP/AUDIT Classes 

Mar 14-18 Spring Break 

Mar 21 Summer Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 

Mar 22 Summer Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 

Mar 23 Summer Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 

Mar 24 Summer Registration open to all students 

Apr 1 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

Apr 11 Fall Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 

Apr 12 Fall Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 

Apr 13 Fall Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 

Apr 14 Fall Registration open to all students 

Apr 28 Classwork Ends 

Apr 29 Final Exams 

May 2-5 Final Exams 

See http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2011 
  

Student Resources 
Technical Support: You will find technical support at http://new.dixie.edu/academicoutreach/index.php. This 
website also features important information on computer specifications, logging onto Blackboard, and where to find 
help.  
 
Writing Center: The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 
assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning Building. Call 652-7743 for hours and 
information. http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2011
http://new.dixie.edu/academicoutreach/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
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Online Writing Lab: You can consult this site for information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for 
numerous links to relevant websites. To reach the page, go to http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, 
scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.” 

 Library - http://library.dixie.edu 
 Computer Lab - http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/ http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 
 Testing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/testing 
 Tutoring Center - http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

Note: If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting reasonable academic 
accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation to your professor(s) 
from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to contact the 
center on the main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance in the documentation process to determine 
the appropriate accommodations related to their disability. You may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and 
further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973.Our office is located right next to the Testing Center on the bottom floor of the Financial Aid and Career 
Center building. 

College Withdrawal Policy: 
Students are permitted to withdraw completely from Dixie State College through the twelfth week of the semester. 
Students will not be officially withdrawn after the twelfth week of the semester. Complete withdrawals must originate 
in the Registrars Office.   Refunds will be available in accordance with the Student Tuition and Fee Payment Policy 5-
17.  
 
Administrative Withdrawal 
Refer also to Administrative Withdrawal Policy 5-44 and Student Tuition and Fee Payment Policy 5-17. Students may 
be administratively withdrawn from a class or from the College for the following reasons:  

 Failing to attend class on the first day of class, without receiving special permission from the teaching faculty 
member. 

 Failing to complete orientation within the first week of the semester in self-paced computer classes. 
Orientation is still required after the first week of classes for a limited period. 

 Registering for courses for which they have not completed the prerequisites or in which they are not properly 
placed. (See Academic Assessment Policy 5-6.) 

 Neglecting to pay tuition and fees for any given semester by the end of the third week of the semester. This 
type of administrative withdrawal has been referred to previously as a "purge". 

 Registering for a class without following proper procedure when a "hold" has been placed on a student's 
registration for unacceptable academic performance. (See Scholastic Standards Policy 5-19.) 

 
Re-Registration After Administrative Withdrawal 
All students who wish to attend class after they have been administratively withdrawn from classes must re-register 
in compliance with registration policy and deadlines. 
Some students may need to appeal to the Admissions and Credits Committee for re-admittance. Appeal forms are 
located at the Advisement Office. Students wishing to re-register after the purge (administrative withdrawal due to 
non-payment of monies owing) must re-register for all classes in which they were registered before the purge. Select 
classes may be dropped or block classes added after that point. The College cannot guarantee that a student 
administratively withdrawn for non-attendance or unacceptable academic performance will receive the same 
schedules s/he had prior to withdrawal. Students who must re-register after the first week will pay a late registration 
fee as well as the standard cost of tuition and fees before being allowed to re-register. 
Source: http://right2know.dixie.edu/withdraw.html. 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://right2know.dixie.edu/withdraw.html
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Class Schedule English 3213—Spring 2011 

Course syllabus is tentative, flexible, and subject to change based on class needs.   
Readings will be discussed on date indicated. 

 
Week 1: 01/10/08 -01/14/08 
T Course Syllabus 
TH Read Realizing Westward (RW):1 Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” (7-

11), Bergon and Papanikolas, “Introduction to …” (11-23).  
+ handout: assignment for the first paper 

 
Week 2: 01/17- 01/21 
T Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur, “What is an American” (on reserve), Henry Nash Smith, “The Myth of 

the Garden and Turner’s Frontier Hypothesis” (on reserve) 
Homework2: write a 200-300-word response to either Crèvecoeur or Smith. 

TH  Theodore Roosevelt, “The Cattle Country of the Far West” (on reserve), Frank Norris, “A Neglected 
Epic” (on reserve) 

 
Week 3: 01/24 – 01/28 
T         Wister, The Virginian 
TH Wister, The Virginian   

 
Week 4: 01/31 – 02/04 
T Wister, The Virginian 

Review: finding sources 
Homework: respond to reading questions about The Virginian 

TH RW: Cook, “The Altruistic Hero” (37-43), Bellah, “Individualism” (43-49)  
Paper one due3 (3-4 pages)  
Handout: Assignment for the second paper and paper abstract 

 
Week 5: 02/07 – 02/11 
T Cather, A Lost Lady 
TH Cather, A Lost Lady 
 
Week 6:  02/14 – 02/18 
T Cather, A Lost Lady  

Homework: respond to reading questions about A Lost Lady  
TH RW: Cook, “Open Space and American Culture” (23-31), Marsden, “Savior in the Saddle” (49-57), 

Introduction to the reel western: Schatz, “The Western” (71-95) 
 

Week 7:  02/21 – 02/25 
T movie 
TH movie + discussion 
 RW: Stephen Cook, “West of the Western” (152-162) 
 Paper abstract due + peer critique 
 
Week 8:  02/28 – 03/04 
T RW: Slotkin, “Gunsmoke and Mirrors” (107-113) and Tompkins “West of Everything” (95-107)  
TH McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses 

                                                 
1 Note: we will discuss readings on the day indicated on the syllabus. That means that you should do the readings beforehand at home.  
2 These may not be your only homework assignments for the semester. 
3 Bring a hardcopy of your papers to class with you and post your paper on Blackboard: discussion board.  
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Week 9:  03/07 – 03/11 
T McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses 
 Homework: respond to reading questions about All the Pretty Horses. 
TH McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses 
 
Week 10:  03/14 – 03/18 
T Spring Break 
TH Spring Break 
 
Week 11:  03/21 – 03/25 
T RW: W. Stegner, “Variations on a Theme by Crèvecoeur” (127-138), N. Scott Momaday, “The 

American West and the Burden of Belief” (139-152); Western art (presentation) 
TH  Pat Mora, Borders  
 
Week 12:  03/28 – 04/01 
T  Pat Mora, Borders 

Homework: 200-300 word response to Mora. 
TH Joy Harjo, She Had Some Horses 

 
Week 13:  04/04 – 04/08 
T  Joy Harjo, She Had Some Horses 
TH Laura Tohe, No Parole Today 

Homework: 200-300 word response to Harjo or Tohe.  
 
Week 14:  04/11 – 04/15 
T Laura Tohe; begin Homeland: Teresa Jordan, “Looking Back,” Laura Pritchett, “Hoof Making 

Contact,” Diane Josephy Peavey, “Confronting Fear” 
TH Homeland: Drum Hadley, “Our Lands in the Belly of the Beast,” Wallace McRae, “Things of Intrinsic 

Worth,” Sharon Salisbury O’Toole, “Atlantic Rim: The Seekers’ Trail”  
Research essay due (6-8 pages) 

 
Week 15:  04/18 – 04/22 
T presentations 

Homeland: Rick Bass, “The Farm,” Page Lambert, “Birth, Death, and Renewal: Living Heart to Heart 
with the Land” 

TH presentations 
Homeland: Courtney White, “The New Ranch” 

 
Week 16:  04/25 – 04/29 
T presentations 

Homeland: Mark Spragg, “Wintering” 
Homework: 200-300 word response to any of the texts in Homeland.  

TH presentations + review for final 
  
Final Exam: Thursday, May 5, 9:30-11:30 am (in our classroom) 
 


