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Fall 2011 

Dr. Theda Wrede 

Office: McDonald Building 212 

Phone:  435-652-7821 and home: 435-216-3865 

Email: wrede@dixie.edu 

Office Hours: T 8-9 am, Th 8-9 am 

Phone and Email Office Hours: M 11-12 am, W 10-12 am 

Class meetings: 10:30 – 11:45 am 

Classroom: McDonald 209 

English 3230: LITERATURE AND CULTURE 

Credit Hours: 3 

 

Course Prerequisites: English 2010 with at least a C.  

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement: The English Department at Dixie State College strives to 

instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their 

function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.   

 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature): Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ 

understanding of the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the 

intellect, and the imagination.  Students also learn to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic 

and intellectual aspects of literature and the culture and time in which it was produced.    

 

Course Description: Required of English majors pursuing an emphasis in Literary Studies, and recommended for 

other students curious about the relationship between the literary arts and other forms of cultural production. This 

is an interdisciplinary course that will introduce you to a broad selection of American literary, cinematic, artistic, 

and cultural works that investigate the relationship between American culture and literature. You will become 

familiar with the ways in which texts and artifacts are closely tied to the geographical and cultural space as well as 

the historical movement from which they emerge. 3 lecture hours per week. 

 

Course Overview: The course is structured around the myths that dominate U.S. culture. But the time students 

finish the course, they will have read the various texts (“text” in its broadest definition) that make up American 

culture. For example, students will explore the impact of the dominant culture in poems, plays, essays, movies, 

historical documents, textbooks, art, photography and so forth. They will read the imprint of these myths on their 

own lives and their own thinking. By learning how to read themselves and their culture in this way, they will also 

be learning how to think and write critically.  

 

Course Goals to be reached: Students will be expected to achieve the following goals: 

 Understanding of how aesthetic expression in America is embedded in and often a response to a particular 

historical moment; 

 Recognition of the oftentimes tense relationship between perceived tradition and individual genius in art 

and literature; 

 Awareness of artistic cross-fertilizations among the disciplines; 

 Understanding of a medium’s possibilities of expression as well as its limits;  

 Awareness of the power of the arts to contribute to cultural understanding, change, and remembrance;  

 Understanding of how artists view and respond to the “myths of America.” 

 Familiarity with and an ability to write about and discuss key texts in cultural criticism. 
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Learning Outcomes: Students will be expected to perform the following:  

Departmental Outcomes 

 Create written work that meets the professional standards of academic writing in the field of literature;  

 Combine and synthesize many of the aspects of literary studies to which students have been exposed in 

DSC’s English program. 

 

Course-Specific Outcomes 

 Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in twentieth-century American 

writings; 

 Analyze literature and other art forms critically by using the tools of analysis specific to the medium;  

 Examine and critically discuss the links between subject matter, medium, and historical moment;  

 Apply cultural theory to aesthetic “texts” (literature, art, film etc.); 

 Research issues and criticism relevant to their chosen topics;   

 Participate in meaningful discussions about literature and culture. 

 

Assessment Tools: Student assessment will be based on the following: 

Formative Methods of Assessment  

 Short written responses to reading assignments to assess students’ abilities to read critically and generate 

ideas independently. Students are asked to write 10-12 one-page papers in response to specified readings. 

These informal writings are assigned throughout the semester and geared toward helping students learn 

how to think and write critically and responsibly in the discipline. The instructor promptly returns the 

papers with direction and suggestions.  

 An oral presentation designed to assess students’ ability to prepare a 5-minute lecture on a text, to 

articulate the text’s central ideas and rhetorical devices, and to orchestrate a class discussion 

independently. 

 Oral participation in classroom discussions.  

 Quizzes designed to check students’ preparedness.  

 A paper abstract to assess students’ ability to develop and articulate a claim about a text. The abstract 

seeks to help students to prepare their research paper. The instructor returns the abstract with direction 

and suggestions.   

 A 3-4-page midterm paper designed to assess students’ ability to analyze texts carefully and synthesize 

theories and ideas discussed in class articulately and concisely.  

 

Summative Methods of Assessment  

 A 6-8-page term paper designed to assess students’ ability to analyze texts carefully, to synthesize 

theories and ideas discussed in class throughout the semester, and to conduct research effectively 

following the conventions of the discipline. The term paper is the culmination of the semester’s work and 

based on the paper proposal.  

 A final examination that measures the retention of material as well as asks for creative responses to texts. 

Students will analyze texts read in class and assessed on their ability to organize thoughts clearly and 

maintain focus, and produce grammatically correct and stylistically engaging sentences; 

 

Value-Added Assessment Method 

 A pre- and a post-test of 20 questions on general theoretical concepts, rhetorical devices, and definitions. 

The pre-test, given at the beginning of the semester, and the post-test are aimed at assessing value added. 

It is a multiple choice test. 

 

Readings and Resources for English 3230:  

 Colombo, Gary, Robert Cullen and Bonnie Lisle. Rereading America: Cultural Contexts for Critical 

Thinking and Writing. Eigth Edition. Boston: Bedford/ St. Martin’s, 2010. 
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 Ford, Richard. Wildlife. 1990. 

 Cisneros, Sandra. Woman Hollering Creek. 1991. 

 Kyle, Aryn. The God of Animals. 2008. 

 Kingsolver, Barbara. Animal Dreams. New York: Harper Collins, 1990. 

 Norton Anthology of American Literature, 7
tth 

multi-volume ed. (the library has a copy). 

 Access to Blackboard/ WebCT Vista, which you will need to check at least twice weekly for postings. 

 A binder to organize your notes, my handouts, and keep your papers. 

 

Grades: 

Homework assignments, participation:   10%  100 points 

Reading quizzes:       5%  50 points 

Discussion Leader:     10%  100 points 

Shorter Paper (3-4 pages):    20%  200 points 

Paper Abstract:        5%  50 points 

Final Paper (6-8 pages):     35%  350 points 

Final Exam:      15%  150 points 

 

Methodology: Much of my teaching focuses on your thoughts and ideas, and I lecture little, because learning is 

most effective, I believe, as a process of discovery. Therefore, I ask you to come to class prepared and do the 

readings and written homework so we can engage in interesting discussions in the classroom.  

 

Homework and Class Participation: You are expected to participate in discussions in the classroom. Class 

discussion will be focused on the assigned readings for the day. Therefore, it is important to do the readings. You 

will also complete typed homework assignments which will be announced either on the syllabus or in class. I do 

not accept late or handwritten homework.  

 

Reading Quizzes: There will be unannounced reading quizzes throughout the semester. Quizzes cannot be made 

up. I usually reserve the first 3-5 minutes of class meetings for quizzes. So be punctual. 

 

Discussion leader: Each member of the class will give a ten-minute oral presentation on the reading(s) for the 

day. This presentation should include:  

 A visually attractive and clearly structured handout; 

 A summary if your text is a historical or critical source;  

 Background information on the writer of the text, particularly of creative texts (fiction, poetry, drama); 

 Historical or cultural background information; 

 What you find most thought-provoking about the text; 

 At least two critical questions to facilitate our class discussion for the day; 

 A preliminary interpretation of the text; 

 Transfer: situate the text in the context of other texts read in class.  

Papers:  Get an early start. Papers are due at the beginning of the indicated class meeting and must have been 

posted on Blackboard before the class meeting. Anticipate problems with the printer or the Internet—it is always 

a good idea to finish the paper at least a day before it’s due. Papers not ready to hand in (printed, proofed, paper-

clipped or stapled, and posted) at the beginning of the class hour on the due date will be penalized by one letter 

grade for each successive late day (not per class meeting). Needless to say, the due day is a day on which to take 

extra pains not to be late. Feel free to hand in papers earlier—I will be impressed. If you are unable to hand in a 

finished paper on the due date because of illness or family emergency, you will need to arrange for delivery of 

notes and a draft. You must complete all of the assigned papers in order to pass this class.  
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Paper Abstract: Abstracts allow you to summarize your argument in a few sentences. The abstract should 

demonstrate that you have given your argument ample thought and consulted a number of research sources. Late 

abstracts will be treated like late papers.  

 

Exams: You will have a mid-term and a final exam. Exams test your ability discuss texts and topics studied in 

class. You will also be tested on concepts and terms on which the class has focused. To prepare for the exams, it 

is essential to take notes conscientiously in the course of the semester, to ask a peer for notes if you cannot attend 

a class, and to review your notes regularly.  

  

Extra Credit: Participate in Red Rock Outdoors Club activities at least once or attend the Tuesday Forum in the 

auditorium of the Browning Building, held at noon, twice during the semester and write a two-page reflection 

each time you go to make up one homework assignment or three reading quizzes. Max: four reflection papers.  

 

Grading Scale: A+ 100-97; A 96-93; A- 92-90; B+ 89-87; B 86-83, B- 82-80; C+ 79-77; C 76-73, C- 72-70; D+ 

69-67; D 66-63, D- 62-60; F 59-0. 

 

What it takes to get a good grade in the course:  

 read actively instead of passively;  

 post your work on time;  

 craft well-written essays;  

 prepare for your exams;  

 prepare presentations; 

 repeatedly review class notes;  

 clarify questions early: do not hesitate to ask me; 

 participate in class discussions. 

 

Active Reading: Read when you’re most awake! Read with a pencil in hand to underline important passages and 

interesting wording (diction) and to write down questions (in a notebook or on the margin) you might have.  

 

Academic Honesty: Cheating in any form (plagiarism, etc.) is a serious offense and will result in automatic 

failure of the assignment. Plagiarism is the undocumented use of another person’s ideas and/ or words, whether 

they come from a published source (books, magazines, the Internet etc.) or from someone else’s paper. If you’re 

unsure or have any questions, talk with me before the assignment is due. See http://www.dixie.edu/reg/student-

rights.html, section “Academic Performance Responsibilities” for more information.  

 

Attendance: You are obligated to attend class regularly and to be on time. If you are more than fifteen minutes 

late, you will be counted absent. Absence from more than 15 percent of the scheduled class sessions, whether 

excused or unexcused, is excessive, and I will exact a grade penalty for such absences. It is of particular 

importance that a student who anticipates absences in excess of 15 percent of the scheduled class sessions receive 

prior approval from the instructor before the last day to change schedule. I will emphasize that the “15-percent 

rule” stated above applies to both excused and unexcused absences. Absence, excused or unexcused, from 30% or 

more of class meetings will result in an F for the course. Please always communicate with me if you miss a class, 

so I can give you handouts and/ or assignments. You are responsible for making up missed work. 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline. See 

also http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html.  

 

College approved absences: Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if you anticipate being 

absent from class because of a college-sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips for other 

classes, etc).  Please read this information and follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be found 

at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html. 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=723be711de724d5e82900830af18911f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dixie.edu%2fhumanres%2fpolicy%2fsec5%2f523.html
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Etiquette—Behavioral Expectations: Come to class prepared. Respect your classmates’ desire to learn and 

express themselves, as we will respect your contributions. Any kind of discussion that is not related to course 

materials is unacceptable. When emailing and discussing topics on Blackboard, be considerate and do not use 

offensive or disparaging language. Post assignments on time so your classmates can respond to them—if 

required—within a given amount of time as stated on the syllabus. Students who attack others will not be 

tolerated in the class. Please be polite and professional. See http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html.  

 

Your Expectations: You can reasonably expect that I will be prepared for every single class meeting.  

 

Turn-Around Times: I usually return marked papers within a week. I will respond to your emails as soon as I 

have an answer to your questions. 

 

Communication:  

Dmail: Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information includes 

your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and 

events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All DSC students are automatically 

assigned a Dmail account. If you don't know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select 

“Dmail,” for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail email, so 

please check it often. 

 

Blackboard: We will use Blackboard for out-of-class work, such as to post papers and comments to other 

students’ work. Make sure to convert all WORD for Windows documents to RTF (rich text format). Wordpad is 

not a word processing program and should not be used.  Please AVOID typing in the assignment window. You 

cannot format them, and I cannot make comments on them.  

Please send a message to me directly regarding questions and/or problems.  

 

Important Semester Dates, Fall 2011: See http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2011.  

 
Student Resources 

Several college resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the links on www.dixie.edu for each one to get more information. 

 

Technical Support: You will find technical support at http://new.dixie.edu/academicoutreach/index.php. This website also features important information 

on computer specifications, logging onto Blackboard, and where to find help.  

 

Writing Center: The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing assignments in all courses. The Writing 

Center is located in the Browning Building. Call 652-7743 for hours and information. http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 

Online Writing Lab: You can consult this site for information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant websites. To 

reach the page, go to http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.” 

Tutoring Center: If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center located in the Browning Learning Center, Room 
105.  There is a schedule of what courses have tutors at what times outside the door.  You can also visit them online athttp://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/. 

Testing Center: See http://new.dixie.edu/testing/. 

Library - http://library.dixie.edu. 

Computer Lab - http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/ http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 

Disability Accommodations: If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting reasonable academic 
accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center 

within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Students are to contact the center on the main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance 

in the documentation process to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability.  You may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and 
further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Our office is located in 

the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building.   

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=723be711de724d5e82900830af18911f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dixie.edu
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2011
http://new.dixie.edu/academicoutreach/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=723be711de724d5e82900830af18911f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fdsc.dixie.edu%2ftutoring%2f
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=723be711de724d5e82900830af18911f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fnew.dixie.edu%2ftesting%2f
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus
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General Rules for English Papers:  

As for all English papers,  

 The title should give a clear indication of your subject. Do not underline or italicize the title as a whole (do 

this only with published titles). Do not put it in quotation marks or write it in capital letters. Typical title: 

American Ambivalence in Cather’s “Neighbour Rosicky.” 

 You should have an introduction that establishes a context, purpose, and audience for writing and contains a 

clear thesis statement.  

 Introduce each body paragraph with a topic sentence that focuses the paragraph.   

 Include quotes—introduce them first and explain how you think they support your argument. The message of 

quotes is not self-evident; you have to make clear how they work within your argument. Make careful 

distinctions between quotation and paraphrase. Any word or words taken from critical sources must appear in 

quotation marks, with a page reference. Material paraphrased from critical sources (no specific words 

borrowed or even modified, no quotation marks) must also be accompanied by a page reference. 

 Document your quotes.  

 The conclusion moves beyond a mere restatement of the introduction, offering implications for or the 

significance of the topic.  

 Aim at the assigned number of pages. The paper should be typed in a standard 12-point font and double-

spaced, with 1”-margins top and bottom and 1½”-margins on left and right. Do not submit in a binder, and do 

not use a separate cover page. The title (required) and your name should appear at the top of the first page. 

 Grammar and punctuation are important. Be especially careful to avoid comma splices, fused sentences, 

sentence fragments, misspellings, missing apostrophes, and the passive voice. 

 It is no longer acceptable to use masculine pronouns for general reference. To say “he or she” is inelegant and 

to be used sparingly (it helps to reverse the order: “she or he”). Some writers simply opt for the feminine 

pronoun in all unspecific situations, but this can be distracting (not to mention equally biased). Better to rely 

on plural constructions, to write “All the students have their books” rather than “Each student has his or her 

book.” “Each student has his book,” at any rate, won’t do unless it’s clear that you are talking about an all-

male class. (Note, too, that “their” as singular pronoun—“Each student has their book”—remains 

ungrammatical.) 

 

The claim:  

Your paper needs to have a central idea, a thesis that needs proving. It should be stated clearly at the end of the 

first paragraph. Keep your thesis clearly before the reader throughout the paper (do this by adducing evidence, not 

simply by repeating the assertion). Anticipate objections to your thesis—refute them early in the paper, then 

proceed to the evidence that supports you. The thesis should be firmly in your mind as you begin each fresh 

paragraph; avoid the tendency to orient yourself to the thesis at the ends of paragraphs. A good approach is to 

develop your thesis in terms of several major points, each subdivided into constituent or supporting elements. The 

thesis should be formally restated (in different, perhaps broader, language) at the beginning of the last paragraph. 

 

Common Conventions in Writing about Literature 

 Tense Use the present tense to discuss works of literature even when the author is no longer alive. 

 Author’s names Use an author’s full name the first time you mention it: “Stephen King.” Thereafter, and 

always in parenthetical citations, use only the last name: “King,” not “Stephen,” and certainly not 

“Steve.” 

 Titles of works Italicize the titles of books, plays, journals, films, and other works published as an entity 

and not as part of a larger work. Use quotation marks to enclose the title of a work forming part of a 

larger published work: short stories, essays, articles, songs, and short poems. 

 Quotations Integrate quotations into your text, and use them for help in making your point. Avoid a mere 

listing and stringing together: “Walker goes on to say . . . Then Walker states . . .” When quoting two or 

three lines of poetry, separate lines by a slash (/). When using long quotations (more than three lines of 



7 

 

poetry or four typed lines of prose), indent one inch; do not add quotation marks; the indented format 

signals a quotation. Block quotes, however, are not desirable in short papers.  

 Citations Supply specific references to the literary text under discussion to support your opinions, and cite 

any references to the work or to secondary sources. Cite author and page number within your essay for all 

quotations and references to the work of others; at the end of your paper, attach a list of works cited. 

Follow the MLA style of documentation.  

 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING ENGLISH PAPERS 

(“A-“ papers meet the following requirements) 

 

ORGANIZATION: Use of an orderly structure that facilitates reading, sustains the reader’s interest through 

effective paragraph introduction; development and use of proper transitions, presenting a logical flow of ideas. 

Overall, the essay is focused on a clearly defined purpose; the thesis statement is unambiguous, concise, and 

introduces the essay’s argument successfully. 

 

STYLE: The paper analyzes evidence in a way that supports topic sentences and overall thesis, including 

identifying literary devices/ figures of speech and explaining how they contribute to the meaning of the text. 

Words are chosen and arranged carefully to promote ease of reading; no needless repetition. Correct spelling, 

grammar, punctuation, careful proofreading, subject-verb agreement, no run-on sentences or sentence fragments, 

clear pronoun usage. The paper complies with MLA citation and formatting guidelines. 

 

CONTENT: The paper responds to the assignment, offers fresh insights, and grapples with the topic in 

something other than in a surface manner. Evidence is relevant, explains and supports main ideas; sufficient but 

no excessive use of quotations to support points. The assignment is conceived in creative and challenging ways, 

develops main points based on self-initiated criteria independent of the teacher’s discussion comments, avoids 

summary unless necessary, experiments with punctuation and vocabulary. If this is a research paper, the 

consulted and quoted sources are credible and effectively support the argument. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


